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WE two 185521 4 Wa of 
TRE LETTERS CONCERNING 
Tas rE, having been ſome time out 
of Print, and a Demand being ſtill 
made 24 them by the Publick, I 


have prevailed on the Author to 


let them paſs the Preſs again, and 
to ſubjoin a few Eſſays ſelected 
from many others, on ſimilar Sub- 
jects, which were publiſhed ſome 
Years ago in periodical Papers. 


He did not intend at firſt that 185 


either the LER TT ERS or the Ess Avs 
ſhould be known to be written by 


him; but ſeveral of his F riends 


having 
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ADVERTISEMENT. 


having made the Diſcovery, and 
they and others, whom it was no 
ſmall Credit to pleaſe, having ex- 


preſſed their Approbation, he fear- 


ed it might look like Affectation 
” vi We any longer how high a 
Regard he had for their favourable 
Opinion, and therefore, after an 
Endeavour to make this Edition 
more correct than the oo pt he 
was induced to eee 
As his on. . 
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HENCE comes it, Evens- 
ps, that you, who are feel 
* _ ingly. alive to each fine Senfa- 
tion chat Beauty or Harmony gives the 
Soul, ſhould fo often aſſert, contrary to 
what you daily experience, that TasTE 
ii governed by Caprice, and that BraurTy 
is reducible to no Criterion? I am afraid 
your Generoſity i in this Inſtance i is greater 
than yaun Sincerity, and that you are wil- 8 
ling to compliment th e Circle of your 
Friends, in giving up by tt this, . 


Th 
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| ALE E- wh E . ny I. 12 {13 
that envied —— you might claim 
over them, ſhould- it be acknowledged 
-thit: thoſe common Emotions of Plea- 
ſure, which ariſe in your Breaſt upon the 
Obſervation of moral or natural Elegance, 
were cauſed by a more ready and intimate 
rn chat univerſal TR rn, which 
e all- perſect CREA ToxR of this harmo- 
nĩous Syſtem ordained to be the Venvs 
| 0 every Object, whether in the Material 
World; in the imitative Arts; or in 
- living Characters and Manners. How 
irreconcileable are your Doctrines to the 
Example you afford us! However, ſince 
you preſs me to juſtify your Practice 
'- againſt your Declarations, by givinga De- 
| finition of what is meant by TasTs, I 
1 ſhall. not avold the invidious Office of 
pointing out your ſuperior Excellence to 
1. others,byproving thatTruTHY and BRA U- 
TY. are comcident, and that the warmeſt- 
Admirers of theſe CELESTIAL Twins, 
| 
have conſequently Souls more nearly al- 
lied to ætherial Spirits of a higher Order. 
The Effect of a good T asTE is that inſtan- 
taneous Glow of Pleaſure which thrills 
thro our whole Frame, and ſeizes upon 


the 


{i \ 1; 


Ex 


* 


4 wh 
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he 3 of the Heart, before the in- 
tellectual Power, Reaſon, can deſcend from 
the Throne of the Mind to ratiſy its Ap- 
probation, either when we ee 
Soul beautiful Images thro' the Organs of 
bodily Senſes; or the Decorum of ag 
amiable Character thro the F acultieg of | 
moral Perception; or when we recalls by 
the imitative Arts, both of them thro the 
intermediate Power of the Imagination. 
Nor is this delightful and immediate 
Senſation to be excited in an undiſtem- 
pered Soul, but by a Chain of Truths, 
dependent upon one another till they ter- 
minate in the Hand of the Divine Com- 
PO8ER of the whole. Let us caſt our Eyes 
firſt upon the Objects of the Material 
World. A rural Proſpect upon the very 
firſt Glance yields a grateful Emotion in 
the Breaſt, when in a Variety of Scenes 
there ariſes from the whole o Order, 
_ © Whoſe different Parts will be foupd- by 
the critical Eye of Contemplation, to re- 
late mutually to one another, and each 
examined apart, to be productive of the 
Neceſſaries, the Conveniencies, and Emo- 
luments of LR. Suppoſe you was to 


B 2 dchold 


> 
* 
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behold from an ; Eminence, thro" a:ſmalt 
Range of Mountains covered withWoads, - 
ſeveral little.Stxeamsgathingout of Rocks, 


4 


fore gently triekling over Pebbles; others · 


tumbling from a Precipice, and a few-gli-; | / 


ding ſmoothly.in Willow-fhaded Rivulets 


thro . green Meadow, till their: tributaryx 
Wan are all collected by fome River- 
God:of a latger Urn, who at ſome fer- 
Miles diſtance is loſt in the Ocean, which ©: . 
heaves it's broad Boſom to the Sight, ani 
ends the Proſpect with an immenſe EX. 
panſe of Waters. Tell me, Eurusklirus, 
would not ſuch a Scene captivatenthe 
Heart even before the intellectual Powers 
diſcover Minerals in the Mountains; fu- 


ture Navies in the Woods; Civil and Mi- 
Qualities in the ſmaller Streams; Fertili- 


ty, that the larger Waters diſtribute along 


their ſerpentiſing Banks Herbage fut Cat! 
«tle in the Meadows; and laſtly, the more 
\eaſy Opportunities the River affords us to 
5 convey to other Climates the Supeffluities 4 
of our own, for which the Ocean brings 11 
dus back in Exchange what we ſtand? in 


need of from . Now 46- heighren”- | 


moge * this 


L H THAER: EU 5 
this bean Bandibaps; fee u me tät 
Corn Fields,” here and there u Ct‘. 
Seat; and; at proper Diſtanceb, fal Hams! 
lets; together with Spires and Power a 
MiII rox deſcribes them cc 
- , - </ boſorm'd high in cuſted Trees. i063 gnb 
Does not an additional Raptur flom in 
from this Adjunct, of which Neaſon with V/ 
afterwards diſcover.the latent Cauſe in th - 
ſame manner as before. Vour favourite 
Architecture will not fail to affonm leſs re- 
markable Inſtances, that Fruth, Beauty, 
and Utility are inſeparable. You _ N | 
well know that every Rule, Canon, and 
Proportion in building did not ariſe from 
the capricious Invention of Man, but — 
the unerring Dictates of Nature, and that 
even what are now the ornamental Parts 
of an Edifice, originally were ereated hy 
Neceflity ; and are ſtill diſpleaſing toithe .- 
Sight, when they are diſobedient, if I may: + 
uſe that moral Expreſſion, to the edt * 
which Nature, whoſe Laws cannot he re- 
pealed, firſt gave to ſupply that Neceſſity. 
Here I appeal to your on Breaſt; jy bc 
let me continue the Appeal by aſking you ; 
CONCErpINg another, 9 nn to 
„ ai eh % 3 1 180” 
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. de Which is founded upon . 


7 cples : I mean the Science of living 

well, in which you are as happily learned 
45 f in the former. Say then, has not every 
"amiable Character, with which you have 
been enamoured, been proved, by a cool 
Examination to contain A beautiful Pro. 
portion, in the Point it was placed in, re- 
ative to Society? And what is it that con- 
ſtitutes Moral Deformity, or what we call 


Vice, but the Diſproportion which any 


Agent occaſions, in the Fabric of Civil 


Community, bya Non- compliance to the 
general Order which ſhould prevail in it? 
As the Arts of Painting, Sculpture, and 


Poetry are imitative of theſe, their Excel- 
lence, as ARISTOTLE obſerves, conſiſts in 
Faithfulnefs to their Original: not have 
thex any primary Beauty i in themſelves, 
but derive Their ſhadowy Exiſtence in a 

mimetic Tranſcript from Objects in the 
Material World, or from Paſſions, Cha- 
racters, and Manners. Nevertheleſs, that 
internal Senſe we call Tas TE (which is a 

Herald for the whole human Syſtem, in 
it's three different Parts, the refined Fa- 
culties of Perception, the groſs Organs of 
3 Senſe, 


AP ED 


ft. yu” WY La dg 


prove this Beauty by collating the Invitat 


F ner, Iwould anſwer; that the ALMiGuTY 


Without ſhould make a reſponſive Har- 
mony vibrate within. But ſhould any of 


thoſe more qurious Gentlemen, whe buſy 


LETTER I 3 
Senſe, and the intermediate Powers of f : 
asg imation) has as quick a Feeliageef 


this ſecondary Excellence of the, Arts, | 
for the primary Graces; and ſeizes the 
x Heart with Rapture, long before the 


| 


— 


Senſes; and Reaſon in Conjunction, can 
fions with their Originals. 

If it ſhould be aſked why external, Ob 
jects affect the human Breaſt in this Man 


has in this, as well as in all Bis other 


Works, out of his abundant Goodnęſt 


ad Love to his Creatures, ſo ar Oοο 
Minds to Truth, that all Beauty from 


themſelves with Enquiries into Matters, 
vhich the Deity, for Reaſons known only 


to himſelf, has placed above our limited 
_ | Capacities, demand h he has ſo formed 
us, I ſhould refer them, with proper Con- 
- | tempt, to their more aged Brethren, who 


may juſtly in Deriſion be ſtiled the Philo- 
 fophers of ultimate Cauſes. To you, my | 


dear Friend. whoſe. truly philoſophical 


B4 and 


2 


ever Gow ordains is right, it is 


ty Length of one likewiſe ; therefore ſhall 


am., 


2 2 E T T ER I. 
and religious Taſte concludes wy what- 

ufficient 
t have proved that Tut} is the Cauſe 
of all Beauty, and that Truth flows froh 
the Fountain of all Perfection, in wh 
unfathomable Depth finite Thought 
ſhould never venture with any other In- 
tention than to wonder and adore. But 1 
find I have been imperceptibly led on 
from Thought to Thought, not only to 
treſpaſs upon the common Stile of a Let- 
ter, by theſe abſtruſe Reaſonings and re- 
gious Concluſions, but upon the ordina- 


cenclude bycomplimenting my ownTaſte 
in Characters, when I n ther T 


; Faw _ 1 Friend, de. 
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1 your Anſwer to my laſt, Lettersy that 
you nowallowBraury to be the Daughy 
ter of TRT; and I in my<turn,wll 
make a, Conceſſion, to you,, by confeſſigg 
that BravTy herſelf may have ag acquired | 
Charms, but then they are altogether ſuc ſuch 
as are conſiſtent with her divine Extract 
tion. What you obſerve. is very trus⸗ 
that the human Form (the moſtglory 
Qhject, tas you are cad to call i it, in- 
Crestion) let. ĩt be made with the) Mat 
acgufate mmetry and Proportions mar 
receive additional Charms from Eduga- 
tion, and ſteal n more re ſubtily upon the Soul 
of the > Behlölder Fron one. advefftitious 
Circumſtance of eaſy Attitude or Motion, 
and an undefineable Sweetneſs of Coun- 
tenance, which an habitual Commerce 
with the more refined Part of Mankind 
ſuperadds to the Work of Nature. This the 
adcient Grecian Artiſts would have r repre- 
ſented mythologically i in Painting by the 
Gage crowning VExus.. We find 


how 


to. LETTER II. 


bow much LIV has availed himſelf ian 
his ſhadowy Creations of tranſeribing 
from Life this adventitious Charm into 
all his Portraits. I mean, when he „ale 
upon his animated Canvas, as PoPE po- 
etically expreſſes its - 


4 The ſleepy Eye that ſpoke the RIP Soul.“ 


You will aſk me, perhaps, how I can 
prove any Alliance in this particular Cir- 
cumſtance of a ſingle Feature to Truth; 
Or rather triumphantly puſh the Argu- 
ment farther, and ſay, Is not this addition- 
al Charm, as you call it, inconſiſtent with 
the Divine Original of Beauty, fince it 
deadens the fiery Luſtre of that penetrat- 
ing Organ ? I chuſe to draw my Anſwer 
from the Schools of the antient ETro- 
GRAPHI, who by their enchanting Art 
ſo happily conveyed, thro” the Sight, the 
Leſſons of Moral Philoſophy. Theſe 
"Sages would have told you that our Souls 
are attuned toone another, like the Strings 
of muſical Inſtruments, and that the Chord 
of one being ſtruck, the Uniſon of another 
tho? untouch'd, will vibrate to it. The 
Paſſions therefore of the human Heart, 


expreſſed 


* 
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| expreſſed either in the living Senne 
nance, or the mitnetic Strokes of Art, will 
affect the Soul oſ the Beholder with a ſimi- 
lar and reſponſiveDiſpoſition. What won» 
der then is it thatBeauty, borrowing thus 
the Look of ſoftening Love, whoſe Power 
can lull the moſt watchful of the Senſes, 
ſhould caſt that ſweet Nepenthe, upon our - 
Hearts, and enchant, our correſponding 
Thoughts, to, reſt in the Embraces of De- 
fire ? Sure then Jam, that you will al- 
ways allow Love to be the Source. and 
End of our Being, and conſequently con- 
ſiſtent with Truth. It is the Superaddi- 
tion of ſuch Charms to Proportion, which 
is called Tae in Muſick, Painting, 
Poetry, Sculpture, Gardening, and Ar- 
chitecture. By which is generally meant 
that happy Aſſemblage, which exęites in - 
our Minds, by Analogy, ſome pleaſurable 
Image. Thus, for . Inſtance, even the 
Ruins of an old Caſtle properly diſpoſed, 
or the Simplicity, of a rough hewn Her- 
mitage in a Rock, enliven a Proſpect, by 
. recalling the Moral Images of Valor and | 
Wiſdom; and I believe no Man will con 
tend, that Valor exerted ĩ in the Defence of 


\ one's 


12 L E T ! TER II. 
one $ Cot try 125 ntemp ating 
1 Retif are of Man- 
154 4 are not euch amilble Images, be- 
longziäg ; to the Divine Family of Truth. 
T'thi oK 1 have now reconciled our two 
Ada Opinions, by ptoving that 
additional Charms, , If they muſt, be ca 001 
ſo, have their Origin i in I Nature as much 
as Proportion iiſelf. I am very glad the 
Prints I ſent afforded you ſo much Pleas 
ſure, not only as I wiſh every thing which 
comes from me may be favourably re- 
ceived by you, but as they are likewiſe a 
Confirmation of my Arguments; fot the 
Man who drew them is no very great 
Artiſt, but being a faithful Diſeiple of 
Nature, having delineated every Object 
in a Camera Ob/cura, he has not failed of 
gaining the unconteſted Applauſe which 
the F ollowers of that unerring Miſtreſs: 
will. ever receive from Mankind. My 
EvopciA calls me to admĩniſter with her 
Comfort to a little Fatherleſs Family in 
; the Diſtrict of ee there aud: 


© eels Ame 1 o 
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| BY VR" Tau fingere Friend, id 
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T9 vevd 18 40 \ K 
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od foul old aten lt. 5 eu nde 
l To the SAME. Wert. 21! 
e 1,9) boironuaen wars 11 ti deb 
I 7' OV habe oefter heard ine rake true 
3 Conjectures concerning 4 Mane 
Taſte in Morals, from the Choice of his 
Pictures or theDiſpoſition vf hisGurdehe,- 
TRS yd at firſt ider 2 little \ whimf- 
cal, till repeated Obſervation'arl'E 
ende confirmed, what T advanced if 0 
fortnet Letter to you, that the fache rr. 
rial Senf taftes forthe thee different PB. 
ert in human Nature; ahd from heft 
ariſes" that Correſpondence between te 
1 Senſes, Draginarion, and Unditfanding of 
the'ſame Perſon,” I had once an Oppbrtu- 
nity of obſetving,in ſome little -Excutfibiis 
Tinade's fewYears ago from x cvlebrated 
Place in the North Ef ENGEANS, with 
3 a'tHixed'Company, how variouſly the dif- 
ferent Places we ſaw affected every Man 
in our Party, according tothe sst Tn 
of his Tempe r. We had among” us an 4 
Inamorato, "aha given to reading g Ro- 


| mances, who dwelt with u uncommon Rap- 
I BLVD 011 ture 
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8 LETTER III. 
ture on a little rural Place called H., 


where, it is ſaid, the famous Sir PHIIIx 
Sipnety compoſed his Arcadin. Here 


_ Enthuſiaſm ſeized. our romantic Lover, 


' whilſt the reſt of our Company felt only 


the calm Senſation of Pleaſure. Nor was 


it long before it came in my turn to be not 


taucbed but rapt, and to feel that ætherial 
Glow of Admiration, at the Sight of a 
neighbouring Villa to;ScaRBOROUQH. 
You know I love the Comforts of do- 
meſtic Life and the Charms of Contem- 
plation in Retirement; and rather would 
enjoy the \Heart-ennobling Tranſport 


which the phe of any thing benefi- 
cial to Mankind, or one charitable Action 


could. give me, then the ſuppgſed Glories 
whichall the Royal Robbers of the World 
ever plundered from their Species. From 
this Temper of Mind, mixed with an Ad- 
miration of antient Manners and antient 8 
Mythology, you will not wonder that 
a Place, which anſwers in Miniature to 


ALIAN's raviſhingDeſcriptionof TEMuPE, 
ſhould thus warmly affect me. The Place 
I mean is called E---- Lodge. It is a 


ſmall convenient Houſe, built in the 7 uſe 
| can 


LETTER MM. 15 
tun Order, at the Foot of two little Hills, 
covered with Woods and flowering Shrubs, 
which for a conſiderable Way attend the 
ſberpentieing Courſe of a clear cool Rivu- 
let, as if they meant to ſhade and protect 
With their Branches the Stream which 

tuns in the Valley betwixt them. I 

could not refrain from burſting forth, in 

a kind of poetical NSN in the Words 
or our admired Poet, 


cc Here zuding thee? his Daughter honor d Shades, 
| «© The ſmooth, Peneus from his glaſly Flood, 


te Reflects purpureal Tempe's pleafant Scene. 
„ Fair Tempe, Haunt belov'd of Sylvan Powers, 
 « Of Nymphs, and Fauns, here in the golden Age 
They play'd in ſecret on the ſhady Bank 
« With ancient Pan: while round their choral Steps : 
4 YoungHoursand genial Gales with conftantHand 
* * Show'r'd 2 Bloſſoms, ſhow'c'd ambroſial 
b © And Spring s Ely/ian Bloom. 


| Believe me, EuphEMius, the ancient Co- ; 
1 8 when they heard the ſacred 
2 in their religious Myſteries, could 
not feel or expreſs more Rapture than I 
did. Retroſpection had carried me on 
he Wings of Mis LT two thouſand 


Years 
* Alenſid:'s Pleaſures of Imagination, Bock I. | 


136k DECODER He 
Years back, and;had placed me in the de- 
ee ee. 


G ftontiG wb a7 abit; aa ado 7-7 Fo 
"811 /86/bf bc Rodin ein nor! be W 6s -, 
have ELIAx's Deſcription of ancient Temes, which the 
Author mentions above, laid before him, in the elegant i 
Tranſlation of that ingenious Gentleman, who'favoured: . 
the Public a few, Yeurs, ago with az Egli Commentary 3 
and Notes on HoRACE's Epiſile to Auguſtus, and a Diſcourſe" _ 
on Peetical: Imitation. ** The Thefſalian I Ee: is a Place, 

«- ſituate between, O/ympus and Offa; which are Moun- 
* tains of an/exceeding great Height: and look; as if 
they had once been joined, but were, afterwards ſe- 25 
&« parated from each other, by ſome God, for the ſake of 
Opening in the midſt that large Plain, which firetclies 
in Length to about five Miles, and in Breadth. a hun 
«* dred Paces, or. in ſome. Parts more. Thro' the, middle 
« of this Plain runs the Penexs, into which ſeveral leer 
« Currents empty themſelves, and by the Confluence of 
their Waters, ſwell into-a River of great Size. This 
% Vale is abundantly furniſhed with all manner of Arbors 
* and refling Places; not ſuch as the Arts of human In- 


«« duitry contrive, but with the Bounty of us 
e eee 
her Beauties, provided for the Supply, of this ſair Rei- 
* dence, in the very original Structure and Formation of 


een . 


« the Place, For there is plenty of Ivy ſhooting forth in 
it, which floariſhes and grows ſa thick, chat, like the 
« generous and leafy Vine, it crawls up the Trunks of 
4 tall Trees, and twiſting it's Foliage round their Ams 
and Branches, becomes almoſt incorporated with chem. 
„The flowering Szulaæ alſo is there in great Abun- 
dance; which running up the Accliyities, of the Hills, 
and ſpreading the cloſe I extp: e of it's Leaves and Ten- 
< griis on all Sides, perfectly covers and ſhades them WT 
* thac no Fart of the bare Rock is ſern; but the whole js - 
hang with the Verdure of a thick, interwoven. Herb- 
age, prefenting the molt agreeable Spectacle to che 
* Bye, Along, the Level of the Plain, there ars fre. 
quent Tufts of Trees and long continued Ranges of 
„ arching! Bowers, affording: the molt grateful Shelter 
| 6 | from 
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ſympathizing Warmth of your Imaginay / 
tion, therefore ſhall, leaye you to fancy 
the reſt, for me. However, ſuch were 
my Expreſſions of Pleaſure upon the Oc- 
caſion, that ſeveral of our Company, who 
had x not an Uniſon of Soul, began to rg-- 
gard wy Enthuſiaſm with a cool Air * 
8 rifion, The next Day' 8 Journey how- 
ever affarded me an Opportunity of mak- - 
ing Reprilals, and to pity many of our 
Party for the joyful Aſtoniſhment with 
which they were ſtruck by the auk ward 
br of ee Graydety- 


ace „„ $3: $3442 1 OS "4 
4 | 


C POR 1 Alas of "IEPA 1 are finches re- 
* Heyed y the frequent Streams of clear and freſ Wa- 
ter, continually winding thro' it. The Tradition goes 
« thar theſe Waters ate peculiarly good for Bathing, and 
. 4 have many other Medicinal Virtues. In the Thickets 
« and Buſhes of this Dale, are numberleſs Singing Birds 
6 where" fluttering about, whoſe Warblings take 
„ the Ear of Paſſengers, and cheat the Labourers of their 
« W through'i it, On the Banks of the Pereus, on ei- 
. 6 ther Side, are diſperſed irregularly, thoſe reſting Plates 
Lo before ſpoken of ; while the River itſelf gli + thro* © 
« the Middle of the Lawn, with a ſoft and quiet Courſe; 
* overhung with the Shades 1 Trees, planted on its Bor- 
« ders,” whoſe intermingled Branches keep off the Sun, 
and furniſh the u or io a cool and temperate 
Navigation upon it. orſhip of the Gods, and 
che perpetual Fra 2 of Sactifices and burning 
_  * Ogors, farther confeeraie the Place,” &c, [ Var. Hit, 
lb. in. cap. 1. 


o = 
* 4 A 
7 iu TE >, 4 , 
[00 PSY — . ‚— Ante 1s ay 1 - o OT Pn P N 
— — 9 - . = a : — 


* * 
— 


—_— 
- — I : 
4 ——— — — ie as 
—— — — — p 1 - 22 
- — — * 0 — 


— — Wow 4 — — -* 
— — * 


N and Deeds g 


> UE T/T/E'R! III. 


| You' know the MANY among Mankind 


are affected only by prodigiur Attions 
HEROTsMH in u che Moral 
World; and, according to my Obſet vac 
tion, have Tren a correſpondent 
(Reliſh for the Great and Wonderfut 18 
"the Phyſical; ALEXANDER, CAR, 


and PyRRHs are their adored Images in 


the one; and Caftles, Mauſoleums, Pyra- 
midi, Mountains, immenſe Plains, and 


Cataracts in the other. How natural then 


was it for thoſe who could paſs over the 


ParaGiſe of our Engliſh TRM E without 


Emotion, to gape their ſilent Wonder at 


H- -- Caftle! I deſire you would minutely 


obſerve, the next time you take a mixed 
Company into your elegant Collection of 
Pictures, and read their Characters by the 


Choice of their Pieces. The Revenge 
ful will find great Excellence in your 
AyeoLLo fleaing the unfortunate MaAR- 
SYAS ; the Man, who is ſubject to be diſ- 
compoſed by violent Paffions, will ſelect 


out one of Vander velt's Storms to amuſe 
himſelf with; and the Eyes of thoſe who 


are ennobled by filial Piety and the de- 
lightful Sympathy of Pity, will drop a 
| Tear 


— 


LIR T R III. 
Tear of Pleaſure. over your Raman CG 
rity. It the Weather will permit, I pro- 
= bewit you at next Month; 
but wherever ** am, vou will always be 
with me. Adieu, my dear Eu- 
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INDEED, Eurnzuius, che compli- 

ments you are pleaſed to pay me up» 
on the Obſervations I made in my laſt 
Letter to you concerning Analogy, would 
not fail to enflame my Vanity, did not I 


very well know that you view every thing 


which comes from me, through the mag- 


nifying Medium of Friendſhip. This Re- 


flection, it is true, leſſens the Satisfaction 
which would flow from a Conſciouſneſs 
of Merit, but at the ſame time augments 
my Happineſs another Way, by inform 
ing my Heart how deep an Intereſt I 


have in yours. You tell me that upon 


Recollection, you know of no living 
Artiſt, whoſe Life does not greatly corre- 
ſpond to his Performances ; and that you 


have read of very few of the Dead, whoſe 
Works do not ſhadow forth, by this 


Analogy, the. general Caſt of their Mo- 
ral Conduct. HoMER, we are told by 


the 
s 4 qc? | 
®* Vorraim has the following 3 Paſſage 
concerning the Character and 1 of = n 
De 


C 
* 
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tee very ingenious and learned Author of 


his Life, had perſonally accompanied his: 
Fancy wherever ſhe roved upon the Face. 


of the Earth, and I make no doubt ſuch: 


was the reſtleſs Activity of his Soul, that 
he ardently wiſhed to ſpurn this dull 
Globe, and ſoar to the Seats of his Im- 
mortals. To contraſt his Character, we 
need only caſt our Eyes on his poetical: 
Diſciple VIxX GIL, whoſe modeſt Majeſty 
in private Life bore ſo great a Reſem- 


blance to all his Compoſitions. But Monſ. 


pe Pires, the ingenious Author of the 
Lives of the Painters, will furniſh us with 
forne remarkable Examples to this Pur- 
poſe. I dare ſay you have often obſerved, 
that ſeveral Pieces of MichAEL AN E- 
Lo's, which you have ſeen in IT AL v, 
tho” finiſhed in a grand gout, and with à 
vaſt Extent of Genius, want that Purity, 
Softneſs, and Elegance, which afford ſo 
much Pleaſure in the Works of ſeveral . 


much inferior Painters. Thete is a Fierce- 


neſs in the Looks, and a Wildneſs in the 
: #5" t ; C 3 5 5 ; Atti- 


Dx REE. Cet homme ſingulier s eſt peint lui-meme dans 
ſes memoires, ecrits avec un air de grandeur, une impetu- 
ofite de genie, et une inegalite, qui ſont image de ſa con-] 
duite. Dans le ſiecle de Louis XIV. vol. i. p. 61. 
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Attitudes' of all his 7 OY: 


they are indeed correct; and esd 85 
Nature in ſome Moods, and cannot be 
condemned by the Judgment, are by no 
means agreeable to the Eye; and th. 
they fully ſatisfy the Underſtanding, n · 
ver captivate the Heart, You might bh. 


ſerve, at the ſame time, on the contraty,. | 
that RAT HARIL!s, in his firſt Manner; for 


want of the Uſe of the Cbiaro Oſtira, 
had not'that Prominency, nor ſeemed to 


come out from the Canvas ſo boldly ds 
thoſe of his Rival; that be was rather de- 
fieient in Colouring, and preſer ved too 
great a Sameneſs in the Drapery of all His 


Figures; yet neverthelefs blending the 


Elegance of the Antique and the Simpli- 


city of Nature together, and ſpreading 


that undefineable Grace, which was ſo 
bounteouſly beſtowed upon him, over eve: 


ry Piece, he ſeizes at once upon the warm 


Applauſe of the Heart by an irreſiſtible 


Force, and the Judgment fearfully ſuſ- 


pends the Exerciſe of her Faculties over 
the ſeeming Deficiencies at a diſtance, as 


if each Stroke was the immediate Inſpi- 


ration of Heaven, and there was nothing 
* © 
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wonder 8 adore. Now ia we look i into 
the Lives of theſe two, eminent Painters, | 
we ſhall obſerve. in them a correſponding 
Similarity to the different Defects and 
Excellencies i in their reſ pective Perform- 
ances... The firſt, Michazl. ANGELO, 


| lived, in the moſt recluſe Manner, Was 


ſtriet even to the greateſt Severity i in his 
Morals, and gave himſelf entirely up to 
the Cultivation of the Arts he nrofefca. 
Notwithſtanding, all his Actions were 
blameleſs, nay rather commendable, when 
examined only by the Rules of Moral 
Kectitude; z yet wanting that Eaſe and 
gentle Deportment, which an habitual 
Intercourſe with Mankind imperceptibly 
gives us, he was ſo diſpleaſing in Conver- 
 fation that he was avoided at laſt by every 
Acquaintance; and, whilſt RaraAey's 
_ Houſe was crowded with Friends and 
- Diſciples, the World willingly left him 
to the Enjoyment of his beloved Solitude. 


RAPHAEL, on the contrary, was a Man 


| of the World, violently addicted by his 


Conſtitution to Pleaſure, but more parti- 


2 N to the Love of Women, inſomuch 
15] nm IO 4 that 
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the chearful Light of the Sun itſe 
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that having; we are. told. one Da y abati« 
doned himſelf to the Enjoyment « If ſeves, 
ral, he was taken ill of a burning Feyer, | 
and, concealing the Cauſe of his Diſtem- 
per from the Phylicians, he was carried. 
off in the thirty-ſeventh Year of his Ape, 

to the unſpeakable Grief of all who 1 
the Man, or admired the Artiſt. Pen 
withſtanding theſe human Infirmities, fle 


poſſeſſed ſuch a natutal and acquired 


Sweetneſs of Temper, and Complaceney 
in Behaviour, ſo analagous * to that unde-. 


fineable Grace in his n he 
was univerſally beloved by all who kney 


him, and the ſeveteſt Moraliſt was tang 


ed with his Converſation, tho he con- 


Wein 
* . 2 1 j * 29 


® The dark * gloomy aL we and! in ehePicces 


of the Bass ans, aroſe from the Horror of their Aar NN 
: Imaginations, 


* » 
F 


— < That ſurly spine, Melancholy 4 ue 
< « Had bak d their Blood and made it heavy T ik. 91 
| | SHAKESPEARE 5 : Jobs. 


Therefore they made choice 4 ſuch Objeas to , paint; as 


were reſponſive to the internal Shade in their Minds, 
ticularly Night Pieces, where their Souls poured forth 
their unconſtrained Diſpoſitions upon the Canvas, and 


indulged in beloved Darkneſs. Whenever they were, 
- againk their Choice, employed upon other Subjects, the 


rong Shades lowered upon ever y Landſcape, ny even 
was greatly obſcured, 


by Geniuſes which naturally delight i in his Abſence. .. 
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his Conduct. * I cannot help obſerving 
in this place, and I hope it is not foreign 
to the Subject, that frequent Converſation 
with Women harmonizes the Souls of 
Men, and gives them that enchanting 
Grace, which has ſo often delighted us 
both in the Addreſs of ſeveral of our Ac- 
quaintance, not very eminent for their 
Virtues or Underſtanding. I am of opi- 
nion, it was this conſtant Idea of Delicacy 
and Softneſs, collected from an habitual 
Intercourſe with theſe fair Poliſhers of our 
Sex, and united into one complicated 
Form of Beauty, which, playing perpe- 
tually in the Soul of RA HAEL, diffuſed 
itſelf thro' his Pencil over all his Works; 
and thro' his Looks, Deportment, and 
Tongue, over all his Words and Actions. 
Such, by the Appointment of Heaven, 
has ever been, and ever will be the Power 
of theſe amiable Creatures I- -I have fo 
much Vanity to think you will read the 
latter part of this Letter to Au EL IA, that 
yy, 15 who eſteems W may in a 


81 


2 10 the two Characters of MicnakL AxcsLo and 

"RaPHAEL, this Obſervation of Quintilian was verified, 

In quibuſdam virtutes non habent t gratiam, in quibuſ- 
dam vit. a ipſe delectant.“ Lib. ii. cap 3. 
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ſed with this freſh 
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great meaſure hereafter ſeem to Pay. her 
a kind of an indirect Compliment. She 
bas often told me, you know, that 1 am 
one of the loyaleſt Subjects the Sex ever 
had, and, I dare ſa . not be dif plea- 


roclamation of their 
Dominion. | You may. add farther, at 
1 think Women are the Fountains rom 
whence flow the blended Streams of Taſte 
and Pleaſure, and that the Draught tat 
Life is more or leſs. ſweet as they, are 


ming the Cup. . þ 1 1. OL 
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7 ou PRIOR think. Butz 
chat L contradicted in Converſation, 
the "ile! Day, in a great Meaſure what 
T advanced in à former Letter to you, by 
allowing Coo rHLus to be a Man of 
a ſtrong Underſtanding and great Erudi- 
tion, and yet at the ſame time aſſerting 
he had little or no Taffe. But according 
to my Obſervation, what I wrote, and 
what'lI ſaid, are very reconcileable. For 
Tae does not wholly depend upon the 
vatural Strength and acquired Improves 
ment of the Intellectual Powers; nor 
wholly upon a fine Conſtruction of the 
Organ of the Body; nor wholly upon the 
intermediate Powers of the Imagination; 
but upon an Union of them all happily 
blended, without too great a Prevalency 
in either. Hence it falls out, that one 
Man may be a very great Reaſoner; an- 
other have the fineſt Genius for Poe- 
try; ; and a third be bleſſed with the moſt 
delicate 
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 LEWTERL'y. 
delicate Organs of Senſe; and yet every 
one of theſe be deficient in that 4 
Senſation called Taffe. On the contrary, 
a fourth, in whoſe Frame indulgent Na- 
ture has twiſted this triple Cord, ſhall 
ſeel it conſtantly vibrate within, 


whett- 
ever the fame Uniſon of Harmony is 
ſtruck from without; either in the origi- 
nal Works of Nature; in the mimotic 


Arts; or in Characters and Mannets. 


That worthy Man, and amiable Writer, 


Mr. App1soN, was no great Scholar; he 
was a very indifferent Critic, and a worſe. 
Poet; yet from the happy Mixture, juſt 
mentioned, he was bleſſed with a Taſte 
truly delicate and refined. This rendered 
him capable of diſtinguiſhing what were 
Beauties in the Works of others, tho he. 
could not account ſo well why they were 


fo, for want of that deep Philoſophical 


Spirit which-is requiſite in Works of Cri- 
ticiſm. He likewiſe tranſlated the Poeti- 
cal Deſcriptions of Ovip very elegantly 
and faithfully into his own Language, 
tho he fell infinitely ſhort of them in his 
own original Compoſitions, for want of 
that unconſtrained Fire of Imagination, 

which 


 "HEF'F' ER nVs ad 
which conſtitutes the true Poet. Hence 
we may be enabled to account for that 
peculiar Fatality which attends Mr. Ap» 
D1$ON's poetical Writings, that his Tran- 
flations ſeem Originals, whilſt his own 
Compoſitions have the confined Air of 
Tranſlations, Nor think that I exem- 
plify too far by obſerving that your Friend 
Por was a better Tranſlator than he was 
4 Poet. Many Inſtances might be pro- 
| duced from his Tranſlation of the ILz AD 
to prove the Truth of this Aſſertion. One 
I will particularly mention, which i is the 


ſublime en, of N EPTUNE in the 
xiiith Book. 


I cho 


46 «In 8 on e 8 * 10758518 
MWphoſe waving Woods o'er-hung the Deeps below, 
4 He fate 3 and round him caſt his Azure Eyes 
4 Where Ida's miſty Tops confus'dly rife; 
Beneath fair /;or's glitt'ring Spires were ſeen; 
f The crouded Ships, and ſable Seas between. 
4 There from the chryſtal Chambers of the Main 
& Emerg'd he ſate; and mourn'd his Argives lain. 
At Joys incens'd with Grief and Fury ſtung, 
*© Prone dawn the ſleepy Rock, he pour'd along, 
Fierce as he paſs'd the lofty Mountains nod, 
« The Foreſts ſhake, Earth trembled as he trod, 1 
10 And felt the ea of th" immortal God,” 
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I choſe to ſelect this Paſſage in prefe=" 
rence to any other, as the Original is 4 
favorite one with Lon einνs, Who had 
the moſt Taſte of all the ancient Critics. 
In my Opinion the Tranftation is not at 
all inferior to the Original. From which 
you may infer, that I do not degritle Mr. 
Pope, tho I ſay he is x better Tranſlator 
than he is a Poet. I have this Morning 
fead over the Latin Poem you ſent me, 
which gave me no ſmall Entertainment. 
The Author has ſhewed his Taſte and 
Command of the Stile of Luckerius, 
Horace, and VI RGI, but more parti- 
cularly of the former, all which he has 
clegantly blended, or, as his Subject oc- 
caſionally required, uſed ſeparately. I 
thank you likewiſe for the two Traniſla- 
tions of the ſame Poem, tho' I muſt con- 
feſs they did not give me equal Satisfac- 
tion, if any at all. If the two Gentle- 
men, who have charitably undertaken to 
do it into Engliſh, for the Benefit of thoſe 
who do not underſtand the Original, had 
poſſeſſed Te or even common Judg- 
ment enough, to have diſtinguiſhed that 
the chief Merit of at Poem conſiſts in 


the 
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ithe n of it, they would have 
ſpent their Time much better by a more 
proper Application of their reſpective Ta- 
lents, which have deſrvedly raiſed both 

their Characters, not only in their differ - 
ent Profeſſions, but in the World of Let- 
ters. Mr. writes me word he has 
a Letter by him from Count Marrzi, 
concerning VoLTAIRE's, and Hitr's 
Mzexors, which I want much to ſee. 

When you write next, pray tell me whe- 
ther the little Group of Figures I invented 
for you, ts yet executed in baſſo relievo 
by our favourite Artiſt Goss x. Adieu. 


V3 Fo: Tf. 311i 1114 120 A 
ALTTE® VI. 


14 $43: * £ 214! 4 15 30? 


1 the oy 1 4. . 

r Wente you do ens i; 
roughly condur with me in a Remark ' 
I made in my laſt Letter, that ApDIsom 
4e was an indifferent Critic; and a worſe 
«© Poet.” But however extenfive my Re- 
gard to the Memory of that great and 
good Man may be, and however inimi- 
table and certainly iy admired he ever 
will be as a Proſe Writer, for thoſe moral 
and humorous Eſſays, but more particu- 
larly thoſe delightful Allegories his Muſe 
Cr io has left us; yet true Criticiſm will 
never allow him to be at the Head even 
of the ſecond Claſs of our Ex 
You anſwer, that there are ſevi 
ges in ſome of his poetical Cont 
which breathe a Spirit of Genius equal to 
any thing extant, either among the Mo- 
derns or Ancients ; and at the ſame time 
point out the famous Simile of the An- 
gel of Deftru#ion, if I may ſo call it, in 
the Campaign; and another at the Con- 
cluſion 


LETTER VI. 33 
cluſion of the firſt Act of Cato. Now 
tho' ſelecting patticular Pallages from a 
Poet is not a certain Method, nor a fair 
one, of forming a proper Eſtimate of his 
general Excellence, yet as you ſo ſtrongly 
urge theſe two, with an Air of Triumph 

to be the Inſpiration of Caſtalian Streams, 
I muſt deſire you to examine them with 
me.critically Line by Line, and I dare ſay 
youll wn, that both betray a great Po- 
verty of Imagination by an inſipid Repe- 
tition of one Thought in different Ex- 
preſſions. To begin then with the cele- 
brated Simile in the Campaign, which, 
for half a Century, has been undiſtin- 
guiſhingly admired. _ 

480 When th Angel, by Divine Command, 

„ 'With'ri/ing Tempeſt ſhakes a: guilty Land, 
Such as of late o'er pale BRIAN xIA paſt, 
“Calm and ſerene he guides the furious Blaſt, 


« And pleas'd th' ALmicnTY'sOrders to + pod 
« Rides in the Whirlwind and direcis the 2 24 


Now take the ſecond Line of each Cou- 
plet, and examine whether the Thought 
is varied. Is not ſhaking i a guilty Land' 
with a riſing 7. Tempeſt, and direct ing the” 
Storm, and guiding the (furious Blaf,, the 
| D fame 
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ſime Action? Ts not acting by Divine 
Command, in the firſt Verſe, and perform-" 
ing the\'Almighty's Orders, in the fifth, 

| the ſame Thought likewiſe? MAxciA's 
Simile in CAro abounds wn more with 
this tireſome ' Tautology. Wölfe en! 


n! Ino nibbs Otte 
<6 80 the pure limpid Stream, when. foul v0. 
Stains, | 
* Of ruſhing Torrents, and deſcending Rains,” 
9 n ;Mſelf fart and as it runs refines. “ 
. Caro, AQ. 1. 


Ruſhing Torrents, and de ending Rain, 
works 1tfelf. clear, and as it runs "refines. ; 
But now having had the diſagreeable Of- 
ſice of denying, for the ſake of Truth, 
this excellent Man a Right to a Preten- 
ſion of being a good Poet, Juſtice wille ex= 
act, and my own Inclination lead me to 
take notice, that his Tranſlations of O vip 
are as faithful and ſpirited, and at the 
ſame time carry as much the free unfet- 
tered Air of Originals, as any other Tran- 
| Cations in the Engliſh Language. As I 
have particularized his Deſects as a Poet, 
give me leave to take the more pleaſure- 
able Part now to point out Inſtances of 
his Capacity: as a Tranſlator, which I will. 


S = 


WATT A 

ak * E T, T,. ER VI., A ; 
ſelect from the Storiesof Nano W 
Ecug,.i in the third Book; and of 841 
MACIs, and HERMAPHRODITVS, in the 
fourth Book of the MRT AMORRHOSIiñ. 
The following Deſeription receives the 
ſame additional Beauty from the Tranſla- 
tion, as the Youth's Image did from the 
ſurropnezag Waters, 


Now all undreſt 1 upon the Banks he ſtood, 

nd clapt his Sides, and leapt into the Flood: 

His lovely Limbs the Silver Waves divide, 

mn His Limbs appear more lovely thro' the Tide, 

<« As Lilies ſhut within a cryſtal Caſe, | X 

Receive a # rom Luftre from the Glaſs.”  * 
ner 50 an. * Hraxt. Book iv. 


The following Paſſages 3 among 
many others receive the ſame Advantage. 


The Boy knew nought of * and touch d 


with Same, 
“ Heftrove, and bluſh'd, as ſtill che Bluſh becamezʒ 
«In riſing Bluſhes ſtill freſh Beauties roſe; SG 
* 1 ſunny Side of Fruit ſuch Bluſhes ſhews, 


Tr * And 
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Deſilit in latices: alternaque brachia ducens 
In liquidis tranſlucet aquis : ut eburnea fi quis 
Sigua tegat claro, vel candida lilia vitro. 
Mau. Lib. i iv, 
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And ſuch the Megs when all her Site: Win : 
o Turns in Eclipſes to a ruddy Light. bog” Wes A 


<< With eager Steps the Lycian Fields he eroſt, 2 
And Fields that border on the . 
A River here be view'd ſo lovely bright, 

It ſhew'd the Bottom in a fairer Light, 
Nor kept a Sand conceal c from human Sight 5 
ec The Stream produc'd nor _— 'Ooze; nor 
WMeeds, 1. ain une 
« Nor miry Ruſhes, nor the ſpiky 3 
But dealt enriching Moiſture all around, 
*« The fruitful Banks wth Wo Venture 
crown d 5 5 
" And kepr the Spring eternal on * e 
n. 

« But ofe would bathe her in the cryſtal Tide: 
« Oft with a Comb her dewy Locks divide; 
“No iti the limpid Stream ſhe view'd her Face, 
And dreſs'd her Image in the floating Glaſs ; 

«On Beds of Leaves ſhe now repos'd her Limbs, 


Now /gather'd Flowers that grew about her 


Streams; 


0 : 
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* — ee en e, 
Neſcia qui fit amor: ſed et erubuiſſe decebat 


Hic color aprica pendentibus arbore pomis, 


Aut ebori tindo eſt, aut ſab candore rubenti, h 7 
Cum fruſtra reſonant æra auxiliaria Lunz. Ibid, . 
+ Ille etiam Lycias urbes, Lyciæque propiaquþs 
Caras adeft  Vidit hic ſtagnum Jucentis ad imum 
Uſque ſolum lymphæ. Non illic Canna ran 
| Y 


Nec fteriles ulvæ, nec acuta cuſpida junci. 
Perſpicuus liquor eſt. Stagni tamen ultima vivo 
Ceſpite cinguntur, ſemperque virentibus herbis; Ibid. 


„E R . 
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I And then bee was HR cing, a $ the ood | 
* Tv view the * and long d fo for what he view'd, . 
187 59 (4 Sf f. Wia 


vin Ae kee to eee ee Pac. 
ſages from che Story of Narcissvs, and 
I. wall refer you to the Whole mn more 
entire Sattsfaction. | | 


* But * Would I 1 I'm * burns 
With equal Flames, and languiſhes by turns; 
4 When'er I ſtoop, he offers at a Kiſss, & 
And when my Arms I ſtretch, he ſtretches his. 
< His Eyes with Pleaſure on my Face he keeps, 
He ſmiles my Smiles, and when I weep he weeps. 
„ Whene'er J ſpeak, his moving Lips appear 
To utter ſomething which I cannot hear.+” _ 


Story of Narciss, Book ii ili. 
And 
— 


= Sed modo fonte ſuo formeſos perluit artus: 
Szpe Citoriaco deducit pectine crines ; 

Et quid ſe deceat ſpectatas conſulit undas. 
Nunc perlucenti circumdata corpus amictu, 
Mollibus aut foliis, aut mollibus incubat herbis. 
Sæpe legit flores. Et tunc quoque forte legebat, 
Cum puerum vidit: viſumque optavit habere. Ibid, 


+ Spem mihi neſcio quam vultu promittis amico: 
Cumque ego porrexi tibi brachia, porrigis ultro: 
Cum riſi, arrides : lachrymas quoque ſæpe notavi 

Me lachry mante tuas: nutu quoque ſigna remittis 
| 5 Ms 


And none of thoſe attractive Charms remain, 
To which the ſlighted Ecno ſu'd in vain. 
She ſaw bim in his preſent Miſ er, 
6c Whom ſpite « of all her Wrongs ſhe griev'd fo fee. | 
«She anſwer'd ſadly to the Lover s Moan wa 3 
5 1 back his be un anſwer'd Gro doo 
Gran. '; lin 
* © Ah Youth | belov'd in vain, 8 cries 3 : 
„Ah Youth ! belov'd in vain, the Nymph replies. 
de Farewell, ſays he, the parting Sound ſcarce fell 
„From his faint Lips, but ſhe ieply'd, “ Farewell. 
Then on th' unwholſome Earth he gaſping lies, 
Till Death ſhuts up thoſe ſelf-admiring Eyes, 
<& To the cold Shades his flitting Ghoſt Ne 


E n in the Stygian Tomes itſelf admires.” 
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Et, quantum motu formoſi ſuſpicor oris, 
Verba refers aures non pervenientia noſtras. 
Metam. Lib ki. 


Nec corpus remanet quondam quod amaverat Echo, 

Qu tamen ut vidit, quamvis irata memorque, Ee: 

' Indoluit : quotieſque puer miſerabilis, Ehev, fig 
Dixerat : hæc reſonis iterabat vocibus Eheu. pork 
Ultima vox ſolitam fuit hzc ſpectantis in undam, | 
Heu fruſtra dilecte puer! totidemque remiſit 
Verba locus: dictoque vale, vale iniquit et Echq, , + - 
Lite caput viridi feſſum ſubmiſit in herba. | 
J.umina nox claudit domini mirantia formam. 
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If. the ingenious. Author of che Dj 92 
courſe on Poetical Imitation had not made 
it plainly appear, that what is too fre- 
quently miſtaken , for one Poet's Imita- 
tion of another, is only an unavoidable 
Similarity, that will always attend the 
Deſeription of the ſame thing drawn by 
two Geniuſes, tho' living in two differ- 
ent Ages and Countries, (for Deſcrip- 
tions are nothing but Tranſcripts from 
Nature, and Nature is always the ſame) 
I ſhould have been ready to have pro- 
nounced Eve's Deſcription of viewing 
herſelf in the Fountain, in Paradiſe Loft, 
to be borrowed by Mix rox from the for- 
mer of theſe two laſt Paſſages in Ovip, 
which is exactly the ſame, and then con- 
cludes, 


— 


— -Plcas'd I ſoon return 'd, 
« Pleas'd it return'd as ſoon, with anſw' ring Looks Y 
« Of Sympathy and Love; there I had fix'd 


Mine Eyes till now, aud pin'd with VAIN Defre, 
Had not a Voice,” &c. | 


MiLTon's Par Loft. B. iv. 

What would lead me too more ſtrongly. 
to the Conjecture is, the ſeeming Allu-" 
ſion to the Story of Næarciſſus in the Ex- 
preſſion, pin d with Vain Defire.---For 
D 4 fear 
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i bene duns did, 370 W. 260 


0 Kb qu Us IW! «44a W attgst on 
apts, Bf... ? A Mpc dbula 
Remember, EvUPHEMIUs, when we 
were reading over together Lucian” 8 
Dialogue concerning BEAUTY, you was 
uncommonly pleaſed with that Author 
for calling Hou ER the moſt excellent of 
the Painters.* Which implied, by be- 
ſtowing this Expreſſion upon the Father 
of the Poets, that Poetry comprehended 


all the Powers of her Siſter Art. But 


I am afraid it will be too bold in any 
Writer to call ApELLES, or PRorOOGE- 
NES, the moſt excellent of the Poets. 


For tho no Painter can arrive at any Per- 


fection without a poetical Genius, yet his 
Art comprehending only Part of the 
Powers of Poetry, there would not be ſuf- 


ficient Authority for the mutual Appella- 


+ tion. There are Subjects indeed in com- 
mon to Poets and Painters, but even in 
- hole. very Subjecke, not to mention others 

7 which 


7 AgSov T Tepe c Opuygor, | 1 


3 : 


M THER vt 
which are the Province only of the former) 
Poetry has ſeveral adventitious Aids which 

maintain her Superiority over the other 

| Art. Many Objects, it is true, ſuch as 
the following Night-Pieces for Example, 
may be ſo deſcribed even by the greateſt 
Poets, that Painters of equal Genius 
might produce Pictures, betwixt which 
and them, the Palm of Glory would hang 
wavering. The firſt is Mirz Tos, — 
— The Moon 
KRiſing in clouded Majeſty, at length 


% Apparent Queen unveil'd her peerleſs Light, 
&« And o'er the Earth her Silver Mantle threw.” 


MiLtTon's Par. Loft. B. Iv. 
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The next is Homer's, whichEusTA- 


r hlus eſteemed the moſt beautiful Ni ght- 
Piece in Poetry. 


Ar er EAR &c. 


Iliaa lib. viii; 1. 51. 
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* Mr. Porz's Tranſlation of this Paſſage is, in my 
Opinion, ſuperior to the Original, which-the ingenious 
Author of Sir Tuo. FirzosBorvE's Letters has remark- 
ed before me. I muſt add one Obſervation, which is,” 


has moſt happily digeſted 'a Line of 


>» 


that Mr, Pore 
SHAKESPEAR'S. / 
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4417 CLARE NN VFonder bleſſed f — 
4 That tips w with Silver wo tho F ruit- Tree Tops.” 


ano H | | ' Rome ond ule, 
«, The Midas A bright: in fart 4 Night as 
this, 


$1; 


When che fo cet Wind a did gently kiſs the Trees. : 
c And they did make no Noile. 195 Merch. 74 Len. 


Nowt tho' . I confals; theſe ne dn 
of the three greateſt Poets the World ever 
produced, may be equalled by Painting. 
yet I will prove that one adventitious 
Circumſtance might be thrown, into ſuc 
a Landſcape by Poetry, as the utmo 
Glow of Colours could never emulate. 
This too SHAKESPEAR has done by a 
metaphorical Expeeliog. in one ſingle 
92 


2 


“ How ſweet the Moonlight SLEEPS upon that 
| Denk . 


"aa. of Ven, 
That 


i 


_— — 


8 


* * 


Same "l- a: 8 


% And tips with Silver all thoſe Fruit-Tree Tops: ” 
into his Tranſlation in this moſt maſterly — 1 | HAY 

,* Oferall the Trees a yellow Verdure ſhed,” = 5 

C And tip. with Silver every Mountain's Head.” — 8 8 


To this'I would apply, as Mr, H der in g Kn. 
the Story of Dominicuno's availing himſelf of -Avc. . 
120 s Picture. | 


4 nE Tr ER vin; 

That Verb [SEER PS,] taken from animal 
Life, and transferred By the irreſiſtible 

Magic of Poetry, to the before lifeleſs 
Objects of the Creation, animates the 
whole Scene, and conveys an inſtantane- 
ous Idea to the Imagination what 'a ſo-" 
lemn'Stilneſs is required, when the peerleſe 
Queen of Night is, in the full Splendor 
of her Majeſty, thus lulled to Repoſe. 
When I once urged this to an enthlufi- 
aſtical Admirer of the Lombard School of 
Painters; in favour of the Preleminence 
of Poetry over his beloved Art, he inge- 
nuouſly confeſſed it was beyond the Power 
of the reis convey any Idea adequate | ; 
to this; and the ingenious Reaſon he gave 
why it was ſo, gave me no ſmall Satis- 

\ faction. Painting, ſaid he, paſſes gently 
thro' one of the Senſes; namely, that of 

| Seeing, to the Imagination; but this 

| 


adventitious Beauty of SHaresPEAR'S © 
ſeizes the Imagination at once, before we 

can reduce the Image to a ſenſible Ob? 

ject, which every meer Picture in Phetry 

' ought, for a Teſt of its Truth, to be re- 

| duced to: However, added he, fince we 
are upon the Subject of Night-Pieces, if 
11 you 


LE TH ERA VII ag. 
you will hazard the Palm of Superiorityup-' 
on, Subject; where both theſe Arts have 
eyery Advantage in common; that is, if 
you will collate any Deſcription in Poetry 
which conveys only Objects to the Eyes 
| without, theſe additional Charms, I dare 
venture that rural Night Landſcape, where 
you ſee, pointing to a ſine Picture, the 
Power of the Moon both upon the Land 
and Water, againſt, the moſt [Jaboure@/ 
Strokes of VIR GI or MI LTox, orithe 

more enchanting Sketches of Hoιj, rt 
SHAKES PEAR. I muſt OWN nothing 
could * more favotable e me — 
Piece, to rg Com — ide de 

Geniuſes; as it did not neceſſitate me 
to,, ſeek. ſor a Deſeription on any other 
Subject, — ae leſt us a 
ſhort, one, but at the time the moſt ele- 
gantly ee of any I remember: 
which with a kind of anticipated Tri- 

umph L repeated. Rack vill 401 S499 HA) , 


« Tg-morrow: Night, when Phebe doch bebe 
< Her ſilver Viſage in the wat'ry Glass 


by COT I gy the bladed Graſs -'''/ 
A 42.96 Midſummer Night's Draam. 
pro | | I could 


46 Ir T E R VI. AY 
I could perceive 'by the Looks. of 1 my 
Friend, when I had repeated the ſecond 
Line, that he thou ght his favorite Painter «1 
had' equalled SfAKESPEAR in the Re- 
preſentation of the Reflection of the Moon 
in the Water, but, when I had compleat- 
ed the Scene by the third Line, ok 


| ? * 
1489 * « - F LA 4-4 
PTTL: 


15 * Decking, with ans. Pearl the bladed: Gras, IN 
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both his Heart, Eyes, and Tongue con- 8 
feſſed the Victory of our mimitable Poet, 
Lou know, EuPHEMIUs, Be” 
ſentations of Nature in her:/imple Retire- 
ments," as I uſed to call a rural Evening. 
were my favorite Subjects; more eſpe- 
cially when the Artift had blended with 
the Truth of Imitation, that undefineable . 
Delicacy of Taſte, to which even TR, 
herſelf is often indebted for a more agree- 
able Admittance into the Heart. I will 
illuſtrate what I mean by Example. That 
ſuccinct Picture of the Setting une in the 
viith Book of the Lad. . 
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LET TE R + VII. 1 47: 
* Now deep j in N ſunk the Lampof Light, 
Drawing behi the cloudy Veil of Night.” | 
DfIO: 58 on 5880 Rf Pope's Tranflation, : 


has very | frong Outlines, and commande, 
the warmeſt Approbation of our. Fudg — 
ment, "but being unadorned with other 
Citcumſtances, and wanting Objects to 
enliven the Landſcape, the Applauſe ends 
with the Judgment, and never ſinks deep 
into. the Heart. Whereas the following 
| Scene, in Mr. Col LIxs's Ode to the 
Evenin 8 being animated by proper Alle- 
gorical Ferfonages and coloured highly 
wich incidental Expreſſion, warms the 
Breaſt with a ſympathetic Glow * retired, 
Thou oughtfulneſs. 


9 For when thy folding Star ſg Pe big 
« His paly Circlet, at his warning Lamp, 
The fragrant Hours and Elves 
% Who ſlept in Flow'rs the Day, * © 
And many a Nymph who. wreaths her Bros 
with Sedge, eln 
* And ſheds the freſhning Dew, and lovelier gin, 
The Prxstvx PLEASURES ſweet 


2 i * 


Prepare thy ſhadowy Car .- 
Perhaps 
5 9 ——cc=- —— * — ena nant ne TTE 


See a Collection of Odes publiſhed a few Years 
by Mr. WILLIAM CoLLins, whoſe neglected Genius will 


hereafter be both an Honour and a Diſgrace to our Na- 
. 


4 UE TirER VIII 
Perhaps you will here turn a former Re- 


mark of my own upon me, and ſay with 
the tragic Poet, 


= 


& Tt bears a juſt Reſemblance 5f . 


« * And ſujts _ quiet Purpoſe of thy Soul. * Ks 
os ee _=_ YounG's Rebbiig > 


and tell me 7 5 you once did u upon a ſimi⸗ 
lar Occalod, that I am obliged to Re- Y 
tirement for the Diſcovery of theſe hum-- 
ble. Pleaſures. Perhaps I am in ſome 
meaſure but tho Sorrows. have bettered- 

my Heart, and rendered it more familiar 
wht Nature than it might have been in 
the 'cheartuller. Scenes of Life, yet vou 
muſt confels, that, from our earlieſt Ac 
quaintance, you always perceived in me 

= kindred Spirit. to the PENSLVE PLEA-. 
SURES. Adieu, my dear Friend; and 
reſt aſſured: chut, ether I ſpeculate 
only in the Shades of Obſcurity, of Wie- 

ther the Purſuit of my not ill- grounded 5 
future Expectations, caſts me into the 

more noiſy Scenes of Action, I ſnall al- 
ways remain with the greateſt Sincerity, 

| n n er 
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D ID nds and ſeveral others of 
my Friends in reality defire, in 
ceniunstlen with you, that I would {end . 


you ths little Eſſay, which I wrote ſeye-. 


_ * ral. Years: ago, When I was very young, 


upon the polite Arti or was it one of the 
good-patured Frauds ef Friendſhip, to 
doceiys me into the harmleſs Pleaſure 4 
thinking ſugh a Trifle ſhould. be in re- 
aueſt amang thoſe, whoſe Eſteem I ſp 
highlyyalue? Be it which it will, your 
Deęũre ſhall command my Compliance i in 
eyery reſpect, and I will therefore tran- 
ſeripe che whole from the periodical Miſ 
cellangaus algen ig. which it was 

publiſhed, | | 18 N 
* Nething is 4 greater Indication of. 

Luxury, the Forer runner of Poverty, 

than the Degenerać of the Pole 2 
into ale . Qſtentation, The P 

E MIN _ 


This Tittle Efay was publiffied in a periodical P 
wich came out once a ma in the New 1746. * 


30 UE TrreEIR VIII. 
Painters, and Sculptors have of late al- 
moſt forgot what gave riſe to, and ought 
to be the end of their Labours. Thoſe 
noble Deſigns, in which ATHENs gloried 
more than in all her Military Exploits, are 
now little regarded; and thoſe noble Ser- 
vants of Virtue, the AR rs, which former 
| ly g gave Inſtruction not only to the young 
and unexperienced, but to the old and 
learned, are moſtly ſlighted, and often 
proftitiited to adorn Vice, and flatter hu- 
man Vanity. But to lay aſide the Seve- 
rity of the Moraliſt, and talk to the Pro- 
feflots, of what, they will think, concerns 
them moſt. I am fully convinced that 
nothing would ſo much contribute to 
their Fame and Fortune, and to make 
them complete Maſters,” as an Attach- 
ment to Virtue, and the Uſes of Life; and 
an Emulation to form their Deſigns from 
the Models of thoſe ancient Artiſts, whoſe 
Works have been delivered down to us 
with the greateſt Applauſe, and will be 
to all Poſterity, as long as Truth is 
eſteemed the Criterion of Perfection. 
' Suppoſe any one of the Geniuſes of the 
. ie Age, whether Poet, Painter, or 
8 Statuary, 


LIE. T FRN VII. 51 
Statuary, inſtead of following the wild 
Lure of his own Imagination, or the 
Whims of modern Originals, ſhould mo- 
deſtly content himſelf to make PRxopIi- 
cus's Judgment of HERCULES in XENO- 
PHON's Memorabilia the perfect Beauty 
of: LUCIAN'; or the mythological: Picture 
of Human Life, written by CR BES, the 
Subject of his Imitation; I dare anſwer 
for it he would preſently excell his Bre- 
thren, and verify this Obſervation, that 
the moſt faithful Diſciples of Nature are 
always the greateſt Maſters of Art. This 
Juſtice, however, I muſt do my Country- 
men, to obſerve, that there are ſtill ſeve- 
ral among us *, who, in ſpite of publick 
Depravity, retain a virtuous Love for the 
Arts, and make U/e the End of their En- 
deavours: A Friend of mine, who is an 
Admirer of the three Pieces above- men- 
tioned, took me to ſee a Collection of 
Pictures, which were moſt of them taken 
from the Deſigns of thoſe celebrated Wri- 
ters. Among the reſt I was particularly 

þ Ez pleaſed 
„Hoca rn and WII sou have given the World fuf- 
ficient Proofs of as true Genius for Defign, as everadorn- 
ed the Art of Painting, however their ignorant Country- 
men may have neglected ſuch uncommon Talents. 


/ 


„ LETTER Vm. 
pleaſed with four, which excecded any 


modern Performances ever (aw, in Con- 
trivance and Execution. The Subjects 


were EN ANY, YouTn, Manroop, 


and Aon, which were repreſented in the 
following manner. The principal Figure 


of the firſt Piece was a naked Child com- 


ing into a Wilderneſs, ſupported by Ix- 
nNOCENCEandWonDER. At the Entrance 
the FAN eins of various kinds ſtood ready 
to teceive it, who were conducted, for the 


moſt part, by Impoſture, Ignorance, and 


Error; fome few indeed by Reaſon and 
Tyurb. Thoſe, belonging to the former, 


were the Minifters of Maier y; thoſe, to 


the latter, of Happineſs. Both Parties 
ſeemed very deſirous to allure the ew 


Comer to their reſpective Dwellings, and 


Doubt and Pleaſure were blended toge- 
ther in the Infant's Countenance.- -The 
fecond Piece was compoſed of a Group 


not unlike the firſt. A young Man was 


repreſented walking in a beautiful Gar- 


den, where all the Trees in full Bloſſom 
were arranged in the moſt natural Manner; 


the Loves, the Graces, and Pleaſures were 


; counting his rn: whoſe Careſſes he 


returned 


| LET ER VIE. 2 
returned with mutual Ardor. Beneath 
the Feet of theſe was a Serpent crawling 
out from under a Bordure of Flowers; 
and at a little Diſtance from thence, three 
or four Cupids binding Reaſan in Chains. 
VEexvs appeared above, deſcending in a 
Chariot drawn by Doves, with her Idalian 
8on upon her Lap, and Ladalence amidft 
her Court of infant Vices lolling ON a 
Couch below.---Mannoop, the Subject 
of the third Piece, was characterized by a 
ſedate Perſon in a Vineyard at the time 
of Vintage. He was leaning in a thought- 
ful Poſture, againſt a large Olive-Tree, 
whoſe Fruit was falling round him. Am- 
dition ſtood on one Side, pointing to the 
Temple of Glory, and Care on the other 
Side, with a wrinkled Forehead, looking 
at Neceſſity. To theſe the Arts and Sc:- 
ences were offering their Aſſiſtance, and 
the Laus protecting them, with theirwrit-- 
ten Tables in one hand, and the Sword 
of Fuftice in the other. But amidſt all 
this Group, the Figures that looked the 
moſt amiable, were Friendſhip, conjugal | 
Tove, and parental Affection. To give 
theſe the moſt heavenly Sweetneſs, the 
— E 3 Painter 


dd TE TTER VI. 
Painter had exerted his utmoſt Skill; and 
to theſe the principal Image ſeemed moft 
attentive, as if he regarded the reſt only 
as ſubſervient to them.-----The fourth 
Piece remains to be deſcribed. There 
was an old Man ſtanding in a leafleſs 
Grove, with his unactive Arms folded 
together, as if he was fixed in the deep- 
_ eſt Meditation. His Beard was long and 
white, and his Garments like thoſe worn 
by the Athenian Sages. Reflection and 
Experience came behind him, and their 
Offspring Forefight and Precaution went 
before. Reaſon, the great Queen of the 
intellectual Train, appeared in a tri- 
umphal Car, with the Paſſions chained 
to the Wheels, and Opinion waiting on 
her Look: at ſome Diſtance Hope and 
Peace were ready to conduct the Sage to 
the Temple of Death, who fate upon a 
Throne with Time, (his Train of Hours 
and Days attending round „ and ſeemed 
to invite the approaching Gueſt with a 
friendly smile of Salutation, and not to 
deter him with the Looks of Horror, in 
which the Guilty are accuſtomed to paint 
| him.--In theſe four Pictures, the Seaſons 


LETTER VIII. 55. 


of Life, the Paſſions, &c. are moſt beauti- a 
fully perſonified, and may ſerve as a Spe- : 
cimen of what was eſteemed ingenious | 
and beautiful among the Ancients. _ . . 
But beſides theſe, I was not a little de- 
lighted with, another ſingle Piece in the 
ſame Collection. It was the Wreck of a 
large Ship on a Rock; the Veſſel is ſup- 
poſed to have juſt bulged, the Mariners 
are all in the utmoſt Confuſion and De- 
ſpair, and in the midſt of them, upon the 
Deck, ſtands a beautiful young Woman 
looking down upon the Waves below, 
where an old Man is expiring with a dead 
- Infant in his Arms; the one is ſuppoſed 
to be her Father, the other her Child 2 
the lively Anguiſh, mixed with the moſt 
tender Looks of parental and filial Love, 
which ſhe expreſſes, never fails to raiſe. 
in the Spectator of this Maſter-piece of - 
Art, the molt heart-ennobling Pity, and 
gives us a filent Leſſon of Duty and Af- 
fection. Such Subjects as theſe ought to 
employ the Time of every Artiſt, where . 
natural and moral Beauty would be again 
united as they were of old; for when- ; | 
ever a good Taſte prevails in the one, an 
„ inſe- 


45 LETTER © VI. 
inſeparable Connection will transfer it 
into the other; but as long as Supenſti- 
Hon uſes Art like a Magician's Wand, to 
delude the Multitude with her fairy Cre 
ations, and Luxury allures her to rebel 
- againſt Virtue, the Productions muſt 
nectſfarily be monſtrous ; "diſguſt every 
: undiſtempered Mind; and only ſuit that 
Incongruity from whence hey ſprung of 
; Prieftcraft and ee if 
You ſee, EvPHEMIUS, how willing 1 

am to oblige you, by hazarding to your 
nice Inſpection the firſt Sallies of ayoung, 
| tho' well-meaning, Fancy. If the Effay 
gives AMEL1A any Pleaſure, I dare ſay 
you will very ſoon communicate it tome, 
as T am convinced, from repeated Favors 
of this kind, that you will never let any 
Opportunityeſcape of giving me even the 
leaſt Satisfaction; much leſs will you con- 
deal from me what, you may very well 
Nene ou afford the 22 1 am, 


Nur, &c. &c, 


LET. 


WIC | it $7: Ar 1 7 


os B T 2 * * nx. 
| To! "the 1 2 1 55 


* o 
« „ 
FiiTT< 
- 


i quite lick,” my dear 1 of 
the ſplendid Impertincace, the un- 
| meaning Glitter, the taſteleſs Profuſion, 
and monſtrous Enormities, which, I have 


lately ſeen in a Summer's Ramble to ſome 
of the Villas which ſwarm in the N eigh- 


bourhood of our Metropolis. You would 
: imagine that the Owners, having retained 
the horrid Cx imæras of a feyeriſh Dream, 
| had jumbled them together i in a waking 
| Frenzy, In one Place was a Houſe built 
from an aukward Delineation plundered 
from an old Indian Screen, and decorated 
with all the Monſters of Alia and Africa, 
inhoſpitably grinning at Strangers oyer 
every Door, Window, and Chimney- 
Piece. In another we found an old Go- 
thic Building encruſted with Stucco, ſliced 
into Grecian Pilaſters, with gilded Capi- 
tals; ſuperbly lined with Paper disfigured 
all over with the fat Deities of Cuina, 
and the * Animals chat exiſt 


: only 


— 


$ LETTER IX. | 
only in the atrial Regions of UTop1a. 
Few, very few, did we meet with that 
bore any relation to Proportion, or the 
Conveniencies and natural Emoluments 
of Life. But in all theſe notable Diſtor- 
tions of Art, I perceived the poor proſti- 
tuted Word TasTx, was conſtantly made 
uſe of to expreſs the abortive Con cep- 
tions of a diſtempered Fancy, From 
a curſory View of theſe motley Produc- 
tions of modern Refinement, you would 
be led to think, that the new Gentry of 
the City, and their Leaders the well dreſ- 
ſed Mob about St. James 's, were ſeized, 
the very Moment they left the Town- 
Air, with a Chineſe Madneſs, and ima- 
gined a Deviation from Truth and Na- 
ture was an infallible Criterion of TAS TE. 
But of all the ſplendid Impertinencies I 
ever faw, nothing ever excited in me fo 
contemptuous an Indignation as Mucio's 
Palace; and yet the filly Multitude pour 
forth in abundant Crowds from the ad- 
jacent City, during the Summer Seaſon, 
on a particular Day of the Week, which 
the indulgent Owner ſets apart for that 
184 to 1 er W e N 
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Aſtoniſhment, at the ſuperb Nothing of 
this unmeaning Structure. Muc10's Pa- 
lace ſtands about fix Miles from Lo DON, 
upon a dry barren Spot, where Gop ne- 
ver intended Wood ſhould naturally grow, 
or Water ſpring: Mucio therefore made 
choice of this Spot, in preference to any 
other, to ſhew the admiring Spectators that 
Wealth could perform every thing in the 
Phyſical World, as his wary Anceſtors 
had found it would do in the Moral. 80 
to ſupply what Nature in a profuſe Irre- 
gularity beſtows upon other Places, but 
had withheld from this, he planted, at an 
immenſe Expence, by Rule and Line, 
ſeveral pretty Walks of Elm Trees, fo 
engagingly like one another, that, at the 
firſt Glance, you may. know them all to 
be of the ſame Family; and obſerving 
that Water is more naturally collected in- 
to, and preſerved in a Body, in low Situ- 
ations, Mu clio, whoſe chief Aim, it ſeems, 
was to excel Nature, moſt artfully catch- 
ed upon an Eminence, in a round Baſon 
turned by a Pair of Compaſſes, or more 


properly a large Rain-water Ciſtern of ten 


Acres, the impriſoned Contributions of 
Winter 
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Winter Showers, to puttify by Stagnation 
in the Summer Seaſon. The'Houſe it- 
ſelf, it is true, is built with good Portland 
Stone, before which is fuck on a Portico 
in the'Corinthian Order. The Rooms 
within are large without Magnificence 
numerous without Convenience; and 
fitted up with an oſtentatious Splendor, 
without the minuteſt Appearance of any 
one real Elegance. The Furniture is 
even diſguſtingly expenſive, and orna- 
' mented into uſeleſs Incumbrance. Se- 
veral daubed Copies of P. Pix INI's Ru- 
ins dangle over monſtrous Marble Chim- 
ney-Pieces, that look like Fumily Mo- 
numents in a Cathedral; and not a few 
ſhapeleſs naked Pagan Deities, done by 
modern Artiſts, ſprawl upon Canvas ſur- 
rounded with gilt Frames, tacked upon 
_ Hangings of Gold and Silver Tiſſue. In 
ſhort, the whole ſeems as if Muc1to had 
been ſuffered by Heaven to ſquander away 
immenſe Treafures in this moſt ridicu- 
lous Manner, to give a filent Leſſon of 
Conſolation to every Spectator, how low 
ſoever his Lot is fallen in the Vale of Life, 
| on Nature and Propriety will make a 
thatch- 
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thatch-covered Cottage uſeful, and an 
Ornament in the rural Landſcape round 
him, when this enormous Pile of Stones 
ſcarce afforded the taſteleſs Builder a dwel- 
ling Room, and will remain, even in Ru- 
ins, a Monument of Vanity and Dullneſs. 
J am glad you have finiſhed to your Sa- 
tisfaction, the Palladian Bridge, you was 

ſo buſy about when I was laſt with you 
at —. I have ſelected a very beautiful 
Parcel of Spar for your Grotto, which 1 
propoſe to ſend in a few Days. I am, 
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H AVE ſent you, novordingt to my 
Promiſe, EvGen10, that little Phi- 
loſophical Poem, I have ſo often recom- 
mended, written by Sir JOHN Davies, 
entitled, The Original, Nature, and Im- 
mortality of the Soul. Wherein you will 


find the ſecret Springs of Pleaſure and 


Pain, Love and Hatred, laid open to your 
InſpeQion. The ingenious Author, after 
having deſcribed the five Senſes as the In- 


lets of all Objects to the Soul, and the 


Imagination as a Senſe in common betwixt 
them and the Intellectual Powers, pro- 


ceeds to explain, in the following Stan- 


zas, whence the Spirits of Senſe [i. e. 
TasrE] ariſe, and how they nene 
the human Faſſions. 


* 


But a the Brain does lodge the Pow'rs of Senſe, 
How comes it in the Heart thoſe Paſſions ſpring ? 
The mutual Love, the kind Intelligence; 
Twixt Heart and Brain this Sympathy doth 
bring. 

From the kind Heat which in the Heart doth reign, 
The n of Life doth their Beginning take, | 

| Thoſe 
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| Thoſe Spirits of Life aſcending to the Brain 
When they, come there the 1 of [Senſe do 

4 make, | 


Theſe Spirits of Senſe in \ Fantaſy $ hizh Court, | 
Judge of the Form of Objects ill or well, 
And ſo they ſend a good or ill Report 
Daovn to the Heart where all Sections dwell. 4 
Ic the Report be good it; cauſeth Love, 
And long ing Hope, and well aſſured To. * 
If i it be ill, then doth it Hatred moe, 0 
And trembling Fear, and vexin g Griefs aer. 


Vou will 382 from hence, that 4 
true Reliſh for Life as well as for natural 
Beauty, depends upon ari ight Management 
of our Fancies ; for if Fancy preſents Ob- 
jects in falſe Appearances to theſe Spirits 
of Senſe, the Aﬀettions will embrageVice 
and Deformity with the Careſſes, which 
naturally belong to Virtue" and Beauty. 
For this Reaſon the noble Author of 'the 
CHARACTERISTICS warns us, out of the 
Stoic School, againſt the Deluſions of a 
falſe Fancy, as the moſt important Con- 
cern of our Being. I you would ſee 

this Doctrine illuſtrated and adorned with 
the moſt genuine Flowers of Poetry, let 
me recommend you” to the third Book of 


= the 
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the Pleaſures of the Imagination, the moſt 
beautiful of all didactie Poems.---I find 
Ambition bas drawn you, from the quiet 
Retirement I laſt left you in, ta the buſy 
Buzz of Courts and Levees. I muſt 
ingenuoufly confeſs, that the Purfuit of 
Wealth and Honours I ſhould now enjoy 
myſelf, for ſince the irreparable Loſs of 
all. dameſtic Comfarts I ſuſtained by the 
Death of my dear Eu DACIA,. I have 
placed my chief Happineſs in hopes of 
_ raiſing. myſelf to the Character a long 
Race of Anceſtors have poſſeſſed before 
me; but for you, who till enjoy the more 
deſireable Comforts of cqnjugal Love, to 
leave the enchanting Converſation of your . - 
fair accompliſhed Friend, for the dull 
Jargon of Buſineſs, is an Exchang e infi, 
pitely to your Loſs. If Fancy — dreſſed 
up domeſtic HAppiness in the Robes of 
Office, believe me ſhe plays the Spirits, of 
Senſe very falſe, and let me warn you be- 
times, leſt your Fate ſhould be the lame 
as that of a noble Arabian I have heard I8- 
lated. The Story is this, There dwelt at 
Izza a young Nobleman named MiRA- 
57 who was 5 bleſſed with Health „Wit, 
mA 5 
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Beauty, and a ſufficient Competency of 
the good Things of this World, which 
for ſome Years he enjoyed with the moſt 
uninterupted Satisfaction, till one Day 
walking among the Tombs of his An- 
ceſtors, he obſerved upon one of them the 
following Inſcription, almoſt eraſed by 
Time; 

IN THIS TOMB 1s A GREATER TREASURE 
THAN CROESUS EVER POSSESSED. 
Inflamed immediately with the very Luſt 
of Avarice, he cauſed the ponderous and 
marbleFaws(asSHAKESPEAR calls them) 
of his Anceſtor's Sepulchre to be opened; 
when entering with rapturous Expecta- 
tion of finding immenſe Treaſures, he 

was ſtruck ſpeechleſs with Diſappoint- 
ment, to behold nothing but a Heap of 
Bones, Duit, and Putrefaction, with this 

Inſcription over it : 

HERE wovuLD HAVE DWELT ETERNAL 
REPOSE A TREASURE CROESUS NEVER 
POSSESSED WHICH THOU HAST DRIVEN HENCE ' 

BEING EXCL{TED BY AN INSATIABLE LOVE 
or GOLD TO DISTURB FHESACRED REMAINS 
OF THY PROGENLTORS, HAD NOT THY. 
REASON BEEN DELUDED BY A FALSE FANCY. 
SHE WOULD HAVE TOLD THEE THAT THE 
—F GRAVE 


D 


L ET. 


N 


Your, &C. 


Adieu, my dear EvcGeNto, and build 
I am, 


GRAVE CONTAINS NOTHING BUT DUST AN 
no Expectations but upon the Rock of 


ASHES. 
Certainty. 
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CET TIER XI. 


To EUPHEMIUSs. 


1 AM greatly pleaſed, Eururutus, 
that you was of the ſame Opinion as 
myſelf, in a late Converſation, that no- 
thiag would vitiate a Man's Tafte for Po- 
etry more, than frequently reading the 
Italian Poets. Their forced Allufions, 
their tinſel Concetti, and perpetual Aﬀec- 
tation of hunting for pretty Thoughts i in- 
difcriminately upon every Subject, are fo 
many Deviations from good Writing, 
' which degrade the Dignity of Heroic, and 
totally deftroy the Simplicity of Paftoral 
Poeſy. Sir PHILiP SiDNEY's ARCA- 
Dia affords a ſufficient Example how 
much the fineſt Genius may be corrupted 
by a too familiar Intercourſe with thoſe 
exotic Triflers. I do not mean by this to 
extend my Cenſure to every Part of their 
poetical Compoſitions, as there are many 
beautiful PaſſagesinTAas80's JERUSALEM 
in one Species, and in his AMINTA in 
1 the 
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the other; in ARIosTo's ORLANDo, and 
in GuaRinis PAS TOR Fipo, which are 
worthy of the higheſt Commendations ; 
much leſs would I recommend the total 
Neglect of them, or ſnatch that Palm of 
Glory from their Heads, which they have 
juſtly merited, from being the Inventors 
of the Dramatic Paſtoral. Nevertheleſs 
J till retain- the Sentiments I then ad- 
vanced, that there were even in thoſe two 
celebrated Pieces, the AmMinTA and 
Pas TOR Fl po, ſuch a taſteleſs Profuſion 
of that ſhining Stuff, which BoiLEAu 
calls Clinguant, as muſt greatly diſguſt 
every Reader whoſe Fancy is properly 
chaſtened by that Parent of ſober Criti- 
ciſm, from whom the STAGYRITE drew 
every Precept, unerring Nature. The firſt 
Act of both is full of thoſe pretty Abſur- 
dities; indeed Gu ARINI ſo faithfully co- 
pies his Predeceſſor, that LIN co utters 
DAN E's Thoughts throughout, and „ 
moſt too in the ſame Expreſſions. For 
Example, 

Odi quel Uſcignuolo 

Che va di ramo in ramo 

Cantando, 1o amo, Io amo. 

Dafn. in Am. Act. J. 


q FE  Quell 
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Quell“ Augellin, che canta 
Si dolcemente, e laſcivetto vola 
Or da PAbete al Faggio, 


Ed or dal Faggio al Mirto, 
S' aveſſe umano Spirto, 
Direbbe, ardo d' amore, ardo d'amore. 
Linco in Paſtor F 3 Act. I. 


La Biſcia laſcia il ſuo veleno, e corre 
Cupida al ſuo Amatore : 
Van le Tigri in amore: 


Ama il Leon ſuperbo. 
Dafne in Aminta, Act. I. 


This laſt Deſcription of TAsso's, of the 
force of Love in the Brute Creation, is 
indeed unaffectedly beautiful, but Gua- 
kINI, thinking it a plain and ſpiritleſs 
Obſervation, has Talianized it to his own 
Fancy in the following manner. 


Mugge in mandra Varmento, et quei 
muggiti 
Sono amoroſi inviti. 
Rugge il Leone al boſco, 
Ne quel ruggito è d'ira 
Coſi d' amor Soſpira. 1 
; Paſtor Fido, AR. I. 
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rr 
This Lion (as TuxsEus ſays of his Bro- 


ther in Su AK ESPEAR s Midſummer Night 8 


Dream) is a very gentle Beaſt, and of a 
good Conſcience, But' I cannot diſmiſs 
this Paſſage without noticing the Merit 
of the AMSTERDAM Editor of 1732, 
who founds this ingenious explanatory 
Note upon the poor Word Cœ. Nell 
Meſſo modo (ſays he) or forſe meglio: quan- 
do fa Cofs, cio e quando rugge. It may ea- 
ſily be conceived how a luxuriant Fancy 
may in the Heat of poetic Rapture glow 
up into Nonſenſe ; but how a Commen- 


tator can coolly explain it afterwards, is 


beyond my Underſtanding to account far. 
I ſhould be glad if ſome of thoſe Gen- 


tlemen, who are ſo willing to believe the 


Superiority of the Talian Poets over 
their own Countrymen, would collate 
FLETCHER's Faithful Shepherdeſs, and 
MiLTon's Comus, with the above-men- 
tioned Pieces, and impartially confider the 
full Merit of both, I dare fay they would 
find this Branch of Laurel, which thoſe 
two great Men have ſo ſucceſsfully tranſ- 
planted from IT AL V, flouriſhes better in 
dur own 3 Climate, than on the 
| Banks 


he. of vv” In 


| 
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: Banks of the TIBER. But, as the FA ITH- 


FUL SHEPHERDESS is more preciſely a 
dramatic paſtoral Poem than Com us, and 
the firſt too that was attempted in our 
Language, I would reſt the Contention 
upon that alone. If they deſcend to 
particular Paſſages, the following may 
ſafely be put in Competition both for 
Taſte and Moral, with any they can pro- 
duce from their favorite Authors. After 
the Satyr has left CLORI V, the Faithful 
Shepherdeſs, ſhe breaks out into the fol- 
lowing Soliloquy. 


All my Fears go with thee. 


What Greatneſs, or what private hidden Power 


Is there in me to draw Submiſſion 
From this rude Man or Beaſt ? Sure I am mortal: 


The Daughter of a Shepherd ; he was mortal : 


And ſhe that bore me mortal : prick my Hand 

And it will bleed ; a Fever ſhakes me, and 

The ſel{-ſame Wind that makes the young Lambs 
ſhrink | 

Makes me a-cold : my Fear ſays I am mortal : 

Yet I have heard, my Mother told it me, 

And now I do believe it, if-I keep 


My Virgin Flow'r uncropt, pure, chaſte, and fair, 


No Goblin, Wood-Good, Fairy, Elf, or Fiend, 
Satyr, or other Pow'r that haunts the Grove, | 
Shall hurt my Body, or by vain Illuſion, 
Dre me to wander after idle Fires ; 

| 5 
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Or Voices calling me in dead of Night, 
To make me follow, and to tole me on 
Thro' Mire and ſtanding Pool, to find my Ruin: 
2 6 why ſhould neo 1 res wee never 
knew 706 ö | 

$5 ons nor ſmooth ck ag Heats 
Are rougher than himſelf, and more miſhapen, 
Thus mildly kneel to me ? Sure there's a Pow'r 
In that great Name of Virgin, that binds faſt 
All rude uncivil Bloods, all Appetites 
That break their Confines. PER 

„ ALLIES N ART. 


Prkioor 8 Declaration of the Purity 


| of his Love to AMoRET, and the Cha- 


ſtity of his Intentions, is not with les | 


Taſte deſcribed in the ſame Act, not for- 


getting how ingeniouſly the Poet has. 
availed himſelf of the Prejudices im- 
bibed in Infancy concerning inviſible 
Powers. 


O * not wrong my honeſt ſimple Truth: 
Myſelf and my Affe Sions are as pure 
As thoſe chaſte Flames that burn before the Shrine 
Of the chaſte Dian : Only my Intent 


To draw you thither was to plight our Troths 


With Interchange of mutual chaſte Embraces, > 
And ceremonious tying of our Souls: 1 
For to that holy Wood is conſecrate. 
A virtuous Well, about whoſe flow'ry Banks | 
The nimble-footed Fairies dance their Rounds - 71 
By the pale Moon-ſhine, dipping oftentimes _ 
| Their 


4 o 
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Their ſtolen Children, ſo to make em free 
From dying Fleſh, and dull Mortality ; 
By this fair Fount hath many a Shepherd ſworn, 
And. given away his Freedom, many a Troth 
Been plight, which neither Envy, nor old Time 


Could ever break, with many a chaſte Kiſs given 
In hope of coming Happineſs. 
FP Act. I. 


And AMARILL1s's Deſcription of the 
fullen Shepherd, his Dog, and his Flocks, 
is as elegant. When I here ſay elegant, 
I would not be underſtood to mean that 
the Objects deſcribed are ſo, I mean the 
Deſcription only; for Poetry, as well as 
Painting, being an Imitative Art, a Poet 
may ſhew as much Ingenuity and Taſte 
in the Deſcription of a Deſart, as in that 
or the moſt flow ry 1 £5 


| There i is a Shepherd dwells 
Down by the Moor, whoſe Life hath ever ſhown 
More ſullen Diſcontent than SaTuRN's Brow, © 
When he ſits frowning on the Births of Men: 
One that doth wear himſelf away in Loneneſs, 
And never joys, unleſs it be in breaking | 
The holy plighted Troths of mutual Souls : 
One that luſts after every ſev'ral Beauty, 
But yet was never known to love or like, 
Were the Face fairer and more full of Truth , 


4 


£741 | Than 
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Than PRO EEE in her Fullneſs, or the Youth 
Of ſmooth LY Us; whoſe nigh-ftarv'd Flocks 
Are always ſcabby, and infect all Sheep 

They feed withal, whoſe Lambs are ever laſt, 
And die before their weaning, and whoſe Dog 
Looks like his Maſter, lean, and full of Scurf, 
Not caring for the Pipe or Whiſtle. : 


'AQT. 


To awell upon every Beauty it in this 

Piece would be to tranſcribe the whole. 
I ſhall therefore only add, that all Men of 
Genius, fince the Death of the great Au- 
thor, have concurred in applauding this 
moſt excellent Performance. As I have 
fo warmly ſpoken of this Play, give me 
Leave to recommend to you the addi- 
tional Pleaſure, when you next read it, of 
peruſing the Notes of the laſt Editor, Mr. 
SEWARD, Who has made ſome happy 
Emendations in the Text, and very appo- 
ſitely illuſtrated his Author with ſeveral 
ſimilar Paſſages from Homer, TüROCRI- 
TUS, VIRGIL, SPENSER, SHAKRSPEAR, 
and M1LTox.---Notwithſtanding. what 
I have faid concerning the Halians, I 
hope my Compliments won't be unac- 
ceptable to our ingenious Friend, whom 
we call PETRARCH, in his Retirement 


In 


LETTER XI. 75 
in the Vale of -----,, known among us 
by the Name of VaLciusa,.Aand his 


amiable, F may fay, his ene 
LAURA, r 


Ian. 


1 
Dor, &c. &g. 
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To DAL K M O N. 


HAVE been ſeveral Days, my dear 
PHILEMON, feeding my Eyes with 
thoſe delicious Remains of ancient Ar- 
chitecture, the Ruins of PALMYRA, with 
which thoſe very ingenious Gentlemen 


Mr. Dawsox and Mr. Woop, whomade 


a Voyage into As 1A on purpoſe, with the 
much to be lamented Mr. BouvERIE, 
have ſo greatly entertained the Public. I 


am almoſt perſuaded that LonGinus 


himſelf muſt have been the Architect of 


the Temple of the Sun. There is ſome- 
thing ſo ſublime in the View of the grand 


Entrance, and the noble Perſpective be- 
hind it; and ſo analogous to his capaci- 
ous Conceptions of Greatneſs in poetical 


Compoſitions; that many a one, with a 
Fancy leſs warm than mine, joined to a 


Temper ſomewhat more dogmatical, would 
abſolutely pronounce it to be the Work of 
that great Genius, and endeavour to ſup- 
* his Opinion, like a modern Contro- 
verüliſt, 


4 
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verſialiſt, with an hundred notable Con- 
jectures tacked together with Shreds of 
ancient Hiſtory." I muſt own I was gfEat- 
ly ſurprized. that among this prodigious 
Heap of magnificent Ruins, there ſhould 
be found only four Ionic Pillars, and all 
the reſt ſhould be of the CorxinTHIAanN 
Order. The Deteſtation the PaLmy- 
RENES bore to the Romans might be a 
ſtrong Reaſon there ſhould be none of the 
Tusc Ax; but why one GRECIAN Or- 
der ſhould be ſo little uſed, and the other 
totally neglected, ſeems not fo eaſily to be 
accounted for, eſpecially too when the 
Ionic was more in uſe, thro' ASIA Mi- 
NoR and the neighbouring Countries to 
PALMYRA, than both the other two 
joined together. Tis true, indeed, the 
Simplicity of the DoR 1c would have ill 
ſuited the magnificent Structures built in 
Honor of the greater Cœleſtial Gods, but 
might nevertheleſs, with the utmoſt Pro- 
priety and Taſte, have been applied in 
' Temples of the inferior Deities, and more 
particularly too of thoſe who preſided 
over the Concerns of the innocent Shep- 
herd and laborious Huſbandman. Here 
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not only the plain fubſtantial Column 
of the Dor 1c, the Canon of whoſe Or- 


der Was aſcertained;' not by the Tofty Ce- 


dar, but by ſturdy Trees of a more com- 
mon Growth, was the only proper Sup- 
port for the Temple of Pax or Syt.vAa- 
nus, but the Ornaments generally made 
uſe of in that Order were ſuch too as 
would be expected naturally in Buildings 
of that kind at the firſt Inſtitution of this 
rural Religion; namely, the Heads and 
Horns of Animals offered up in their Sa- 


erifices. The want of this Species of 


Architecture makes me ſuſpect, that the 
Ruins which now remain were built at a 
Time when an unbounded Luxury had 
over-run the State, and almoſt extin- 
guithed the natural Taſte for Truth and 
Propriety. - The great Critic juſt men- 
tioned, has a moſt beautiful Obſervation, 
in his Treatiſe upon the Sublime, concern- 
ing the Effect which immoderate Wealth 


has both upon private Families and Na- 


tions, and the ſpeedy Progreſs it makes 
to obliterate in the human Soul, by 


tha Luxury accompanying it, that noble 
and natral Regard for every Species of 


* ur, 


virtue, which the benevolent Author of 
our Being has originally implanted in 


us. I cannot conceive, (ſays Loxgi= . 


« xys) how it can happen otherwiſe, /. 
„ but that we, who are ſo doatingly 
« fond of immenſe Riches, or, to ſpeak 


cc more juſtly, who idolize them, ſhould 4 


ie receive into our Souls thoſe Evils which 

« are congenial with them. For Profu- 
« ſion very cloſely follows Wealth, or, as 

© we may ſay, accompanies it; and the 

«latter having opened the Gates both of 

« Cities and private Families, they enter 


e in and dwell together: where having 


« ſettled for ſome Time, they make their 
“ Neft, (as the Wiſe obſerve) and pre- 


« ſently endeavouring to propogate their 
« Kind, they beget Pride and Luxury, 


« which are no ſpurious Iſſues, but their 
e true and legitimate Offspring, Who- 
ever permit theſe Children of Wealth 
„ to come to Maturity within them, 
* they ſoon bring forth thoſe implaca- 
e ble Tyrants in their Souls, Contumely,, 
te Injuſtice, and Impudence. Now, Hi- 


ſtory will inform us, that in all Empires 
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a ſimilar Depravity of Taſte for Arts and 
Sciences and natural Beauty, has ever at- 


tended a national Corruption of Morals. __ 


In the glorious and virtuous Part of the 
Roman Republic under the Conſuls, 
what admirable Edifices were erected for 
publie Uſe, ſuch as Temples for the Vor- 
ſhip of the Gods, Senate-Houſes, Grana- 
ries and Aqueducts ! In the Sink of Vice 
under the Emperors, we hear of expenſive 
Mauſoleums, immenſe Circuſſes, ſplen- 
did Amphitheatres, ſtately Columns de- 
dicated to Monſters who diſgraced their 
Species, and many other taſteleſs Won- 
ders built for the Gratification of human 
Vanity. From hence J am inclinable to 
think the Ruins now before us were erect- 
ed in the Age immediately preceding, or 
in that of ZENOBIA herſelf; when the 
fplendid Co IxTHIAN only could fatisfy 
the Luxury of the Times, which had era- 

dicated that Taſte for Propriety as other- 
wiſe would have been occaſionally de- 
lighted with the milder Charms of the 
Dokic Order. Nevertheleſs conſidering 
a true Taſte for Architecture muſt have 
preceded thisindiſcriminateMagnificence, 
. e 


UT IBR. 88. 
and that many: of theſe Buildings too are 
not only Inſtances of great Science, but 
likewiſe often applied with great Propri- 
ety (for Inſtance, among others, the great 
Temple) I could not help falling into the 
ſame kind of Reflection as SULPICIVE 
makes, in his Letter to Cicero®, on 
ſeeing, in his Voyage from As iA, the 
Ruins of Acina, MEGARA, the PI- 
REUS, and CORINTH. Shall ſuch in- 
conſiderable Creatures as myſelf, (ſaid I) 
repine at any little private Loſs, when at 
one View I bebold the aſtoniſhing Magnifi- 
cence of ſo many hundred Families, and the 
vaſt public Structures of a mighty King- 
dom, all in Ruins before me?-Indeed, Pui- 
LEMON, I begin to be aſhamed that you 
ever heard me murmur !---I am now go- 
ing with a Party of ſelect Friends of both 
Sexes to take a Tour of Pleaſure to ſeve- 
ral Seats in the North of ---/b;re. When 
'I return, you may rely upon receiving 
G free 


* The humane Sulpicius thus apoſtrophizes himſelf, af- 
ter the Reflection. Hem! nos homunculi indignamur, 
ſi quis noſtrum interiit, aut occiſus eſt, quorum vita brevi- 
or eſſe debet, cum uno loco tot oppidum cadavera projecta 
jaceant ? Viſne tu te, Servi, per Aur et meminiſſe, hominem 


te efſe natum? Epiſt. lib. iv. epiſt. 5. 
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free and impartial Obſervations upon what 


we ſee there, in the manner you delight 
in, when you deſire me to give you my 
flow of Soul. Adieu, my dear Friend, and 
continue to do me the Juſtice of think- 
ing that my Heart always flows from my 
Tongue and Pen, eſpecially when I fay 
how much I am, 


Your, &c. &c. 


, 107 by 


| [83] 
. „ 0 


To LEO NORA. 


OY to you, my dear LEonoRA, upon 
the Accompliſhment of all your own 
Wiſhes, and thoſe of a Man, who I be- 
lieve is as dear to you as yourſelf; at leaſt 
of one whoſe Happineſs is neceſſary to 
conſtitute yours. You are now entered 
into that State, from whence, as our great 
Poet ſays, 


cc Relations dear, and all the Charities 
Of Father, Son, and Brother, firſt were known. 


Give me leave, therefore, as the Tie of 
Blood betwixt us may in ſome meaſure 
authorize the Freedom, and the Friend- 
ſhip we have always had for each other 
ſtill more, to mix with the unfeigned Joy 
of Congratulation, the unreſtrainable 
Tenderneſs of a Brother, and Concern of 
a Ffiend, in giving my Advice to you in 
this Scene of Happineſs. Nor think it 
any Reflection upon the Strength of your 
Heart, that I ſhould imagine I could any 
G2 e 
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way contribute to your Felicity, by Ad- 
monition, which is not concerning your 
Prudence (for, to free you at once from 
any Pain of that Sort, I really think it in- 
capable of Improvement) but relating to 
the Obſervation of ſome inferior Excel- 
tencies, which with the generality of your 
| Sex have paſt unregarded, but, give me 
be: > leave to fay, are as eſſentially neceſſary to 
preſerve a Huſband's Defrres, as the more 
reſpectable Duties of a Wife. Tis not 
enough that a Woman is a faithful dome- 
ſtic Friend, ſhe ſhould daily ſtudy to in- 
veſt herſelf with a hundred little enchant- 
ing Graces, ſuitable to the Diſpoſition of 
the Man ſhe marries, if ſhe would ſtill re- 
tain thoſe unſpeakable Charms, conceived 
only by Lovers, with which ſhe originally 
captivated his Heart. This grand Secret, 
my dear Siſter, lies in this ſhort Pre- 
cept, Never laſe the Miſtreſi in the Wife; 
a Text of Bullion Senſe, which an Eflay 
Writer would wire-drawinto twenty glit- 
1 tering Pages. But as my Deſign is not to 
1 gain your Applauſe of my Talent as a 
1 | Writer, but to give a Hint for the Promo- 
4 | tion of your Happineſs ; to ſay more will 
| be 
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be unneceſſary, to ſay leſs would be undf- 
fectionate. I know ſome of our Friends 
would rally me for laying ſo great a ſtreſs 
upon minute Embelliſhments of Mind and 
Body ; but I would ſoon ſtop the Laugh- 
ter of thoſe Gain-ſayers by the following 
'Fable, the Truth of whoſe Moral is as 
old and certain as the Foundation of the 
World, tho' the Story is my own Inven- 
tion. Ps VE, a Virgin born in the 
Iſland of CyrRUs, grew enamoured of 
Covip the Son of VENUS. After making 
ſome unſucceſsful Attempts to inſpire the 
little God with a mutual Paſſion, ſhe re- 
tired from the World to vent her Com- 
plaints in melancholy Solitude. There 
d welt not far from Pap Hos, the Metro- 
polis of the Country, a Nymph called 
TAs E, a Daughter ofone of the GR AOxs, 
to whom theViRTUEs, ARTs, SCIENCES, 
and even the GoppEss of the Iſland her- 
ſelf often reſorted. For without the Aſ- 
ſiſtance of ſome ſecret Charms ſhe beſtow- 
ed upon them, tho they perhaps might 
ſometimes coldly ſatisfy the World, their 
Endeavours to enchant it were always in- 
effectual. Hither Psycus repaired, and 
'G 3 having 
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having diſcovered the Cauſe of her Uneaſi- 
neſs, ſupplicated the Nymph in the moſt 
humble manner to relieve her Diſtreſſes. 
TasTEz, who never refuſed to comply 
with the Petitions of her fincere Votaries, 
heard the Virgin's Requeſt with Compaſ- 
ſion, and having made up a Zone of the 
ſame Materials with which ſhe had for- 
merly compoſed the Ceſtus of Venus, 
gave it herwiththe following Injunctions: 
% Take, ſaid ſhe, my dear Ps cx, this 
„ magic Zone, and wear it perpetually 
round you, from whoſe latent Folds 
„ ſuch an unſpeakable Power ſhall be 
« added to your natural Charms, that the 
* diſdainful God of ſoft Defires ſhall not 
only be captivated with your Beauty, as 
* ſoon as he ſees, you, but ſhall be re- 
« taincd in a voluntary and pleaſurable 
Bondage as long as you preſerve this 
„ myſterious Pledge of my Affection. 
«« Take the ſtricteſt Care therefore of this 
e ineſtimahle Treaſure, for ſhould you 
* thro' Neglect be fo unfortunate to loſe 
it, Cupip has Wings, and will make 
« 41> of them to leave you.” Let it be 
ſuifoicnt to lay, chat Ps VHR bound the 
- Lone 
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Zone round her Waſte, and accordingly 
ſo far ſucceeded in her Wiſhes, that 


HyMEN in his Saffron Robe ſoon pro- 


' nounced a happy Union betwixt her and 
the Son of Venus. Days, Weeks, and 
Months paſſed on in uninterrupted Circles 


of ſtill increaſing Raptures. If Pyscug 
went into the Meadows and Groves to 
taſte the Tribute of the returning Spring, 
CUuP1D was ever ready to wanton before 
her, and fill her Lap with the choiceſt 
Flowers and Bloſſoms. If ſhe was in- 
Clinable in the Heat of Summer to viſit 
the Rivers and Fountains, his Image was 


conſtantly mixed with hers in the float- 
ing Mirror. Ps VR began now to think 


her Zone uſeleſs, and a troubleſome In- 
cumbrance ; therefore being one Day fa- 
tigued with the uſual Sports of the Coun- 


try, ſhe looſened the golden Studs with 
Which it was faſtened round her Waiſt, 


and threw it diſdainfully into the paſſing 
River. Very few Days paſled after this, 
before ſhe perceived a viſible Alteration 
in the Aﬀections of her adored CupIp; 
his Eyes no longer languiſhed on hers 
with ineffable Deſire; his Ears ceaſed, 
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as they were wont, to be raviſhed with 


the Muſic of her Tongue; and a civil 


Indifference ſoon ſucceeded to the here- 
tofore glowing Language of Extacy. By 
degrees her Company grew every Day 
more and more diſpleaſing to him, till at 
length a total Diſguſt having ſeized his 
Fancy, he ſpread his roſy Wings in Air, 


and for ever left the deteſted Habitation 


of his once beloved Ps VHR. 

Pray deliver my Congratulations upon 
this happy Occaſion to Ax Is Ts your- 
felf, and then I am ſure they will not fail 
of being acceptable, 


Jam, 
Dear LEONORA, 
With the greateſt Sincerity, 


Your, &c. be. 


2; 


Mr has 
L ET T EN XIV: 


To the SAME. 


Ir gave me uncommon Pleaſure that 

my Fable of Admonition was ſo well 
received by you and AR1STUS. Indeed, 
LEONORA, I can never think my Time 
better ſpent, than when I am employed 
in the Promotion of Happineſs in a Heart 
ſo capable of every virtuous and elegant 
Sentiment as your own. I muſt confeſs, 
Thad an Intention of ſending you an Epi- 
thalamium on your Wedding Day, but 
when I began to expreſs myſelf with the 
tendereſt Concern, and moſt ardent Wiſhes 
for your Happineſs, I found the Muſes, 
who are habituated to Fiction, were ſo 
unpropitious to unpoetical Truth, that, at 


the Concluſion of two or three honeſt 


Stanzas, I was obliged to drop my Pen, 
and offer up, in the room of it, a free Li- 
| bation of the Tears of Joy to the God of 
Marriage. However, as it was not then 
in my Power to amuſe you with. any 
Poetry of my own Compoſition, I ſhall 
>. 3 now 
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; } * now take the Liberty to ſend you, with- 
kl = out any Apology, an old Song, wrote 
ih above a hundred Years ago upon a ſimi- 
9 lar Occaſion, by the happy Bridegroom 
1 himſelf. And tho' this old Song has been 
= ſo little heard of, and as yet introduced 
1 into no modern Collection, I dare venture 
1 to pronounce there is in it more genuine 
Will! 3 Poetry, eaſy Turn of Thought, Elegance 
Wl of Diction, Delicacy of Sentiment, Ten- 
1 derneſs of Heart, and natural Taſte for 
1 Happineſs, than in all the Compoſitions 
| "al | of this Sort I ever read, in any Language. 
9 But as you and Ak Is r us have the ſame 
1 wuay of thinking as this happy Bard, he'll 
"a preſently raiſe by Sympathy an Admirer 
2M in each of your Breaſts, and it is unne- 
"1 Il ceſſary for me to beſpeak your Favour 
wn any farther, 
3 LE. 
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WAY, let nought to Love diſpleaſing, a 


My WIXITREDA, move thy Fear, 
Let nought delay the heav'nly Bleſſing, 
Nor ſqueamiſh Pride, nor gloomy Care. 


II. | 
What tho' no Grants of Royal Donors, 
With pompous Titles grace our Blood, 
We'll ſhine in more ſubſtantial Honours, 
And to be noble, we'll be good. 


III. | 
What tho' from Fortune's laviſh Bounty, 
No mighty Treaſures we poſleſs, 
We'll find within our Pittance Plenty, 
And be content without Exceſs. 


IV. 
Still ſhall each kind returning Seaſon, 
Sufficient for our Wiſhes give, 
For we will live a Life of Reaſon, 
And that's the on!y Life to live, 


| V. 
Our Name, whilſt Virtue thus we tender, 


Shall ſweetly ſound where-e'er 'tis ſpoke, 


And all the Great Ones much ſhall wonder, 
How they admire ſuch. little Folk. 
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Thro' Youth and Age in Love excelling, 
We'll hand in hand together tread, 
Sweet ſmiling Peace ſhall crown our Dwelling, 


And Babes, ſweet ſailing 2 our Bed. 


. VII. 
How ſhould I love the pretty Creatures, 
+ Whilſt round my Knees they fondly gung, 


To ſee em lock their Mother's Feathers, 
To hear em liſp their Mother's Tongue 


„ 

And when with Envy Time tranſported 
Shall think to rob us of our Joys, . 
You'll in your Girls again be courted, | 
And I go wooing in my Boys. 


May all the Prophetic Feelings of fu- 
ture Joys contained in this Song fall to 
the Lot of you and Yours! But above 
all, may ſweet ſmiling Peace ſpread her 
Olive Branches over your Door, and 
| yourſelves thoſe other Olive Branches 
round your Table !----My Spirits have 
been very low of late, which I attribute 
to beholding frequently ſome Objects of 
Diſtreſs about me. If therefore my Ma- 
lady is owing either to corporeal or men- 


tal 
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find a ſurer Remedy than under the fame 


Roof with you and ARisTus. So you 
; may expect a Patient very ſoon. I am, 


' Tour, &c. &c. 7 
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tal Sympathy, I don't know where I can 
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Have been as often enraged, Eupyr- 

1 mMivs, as yourſelf, at the trite, dull, 
and falſe Obſervation often made by the 
| half-witted Pretenders to Learning, that 
we have no poetical Genius left among 
us. How far this 7a/te/eſs Prejudice againſt 
our own Times, may tend to extinguiſh 
what we have, I know not; but certain 
I am, that, if this ſtupid Reverence for 
whatever was the Production of our An- 
ceſtors, and the more irrational * and 
indiſcri- 


* This Failing is by no means totally pęguliar to our 
preſent Age, (tho* perhaps now carried higher than it 
ever was in any other;) for Hox Ack makes the ſame 
Complaint of the Romans in his Time, in his Epiſtle to 
Aucusrus. The Poet, after having ingeniouſly to his 
Patron, ſhewed the Injury and Abſurdity of the Practice 
cries out, | | 


Indignor quicquam reprehendi, non quia craſſe 
Compoſitum, illepideve putetur, ſed quia nuper. 


If the Reader would ſee one of the moſt ingenious critical 
Performances ever publiſhed, I refer him to Mr. H 
Notes and Commentary on this Epiſtle, 


LETTER XV. gc. 


indiſcriminate Neglect of our Contempo- 
raries prevail, we ſhall be ſtigmatized by 
our more diſcerning Succeſſors, as the 


leaden Sons of BotT1Aa were of old. 


For my part, I am of Opinion, that there 
is now living a Poet of as genuine a 
Genius as this Kingdom ever produced, 


SHAKESPEAR alone excepted. By poe- | 


tical Genius, I don't mean the mere Ta- 
lent of making Yerſes, but that glorious 
Enthuſiaſm of Soul, that ine Frenzy in 
which the Poet . Eye romling Glances 


« from Heaun to Earth, from Earth to 
as SHAKESPEAR ͤfeelingly 


% Heaven, 
deſeribes it. This alone is Poetry, aught 
elſe is a mechanical Art of putting Syl- 


lables harmoniouſly together. The Gen- 


tleman I mean is Doctor Al KINSs DE, the 
worthy Author of the Pleaſures of Ima- 
gination, the "moſt beautiful didactic 
Poem that ever adorned the: Engliſh 
Language. Beſides this Leader of the 
Muſes Train, we have others now living, 
who, in. their reſpective Compoſitions, 
leave not only our deceaſed Poets, and 


thoſe of France and Ltaly far behind 


them, 
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96 LETTER XV. 
them, but even bear the Palm away from 
their Competitors of ancient Rome; and 
as HoMER deſcribes in his Games the. 
Steeds of DIOMEDES "ww on the 
Chariot at BUMBURS 160 vio 
1 Cloſe on Exxqarne' Back 8 pa 'd „ 
&« And ſeem'd juſt mounting an his Car behind, 
& Full on his Neck he feels the ſultry Breeze, 


* "And hov' * o'er their Me mp. Shadow ha ) 
Pope's 75 Fe | 


| 1 r. LY 
they breathe, in * R even * the 
Shoulders of their Grecian Maſters. 1 
ſhould not heſitate a Moment to prefer 
the Elegy in @ Country Church-Yard, 
written by Mr. GR Av, of Peter- Houſe, 
in Cambridge, to the beſt Performance; 
in that Kind, of Ovi, TrsuLLus;,.or 
PrRoPERT1Us. Has Hor Ack any Moral 
Ode ſuperior to Mr. Nds Ode to 
Maxklxsp, or any deſcriptive one to Mr. 
CoLLins's Ode to the'EveninG:? Mr. 
Jos. WarTon's Ode to Fancy would 
wa ſuffer by the ſame Compariſon. Tho' 
r. JouNson modeſtly calls his in- 
comin Satire on the Vanity of Human 
| Miſbes, 


© Iliad x. 


. << aw” 


UBT4 £X .. 
Wiſhes, an Tmitation of JUVENAL, I be- 
lieve no Man of true Taſte and real Judg- 


ment would heſitate a Moment to prefer 


it to the Original. I ſhould pay Mr. 
Masox no Compliment to compare all 
the Excellencies in SENECA together to 
his elegant ELTRIDA; nor do I think I 
ſhould at all degrade the ATHENIAN 


Stage to ſay, that the Palm of tragic Glo- 


ry hangs wav'ring betwixt the conjoined 
Merit of SopyocLEs's PHILOCTETES, 
and the * Oxpievs Coloneus, and this 
modern Tragedy, did not SHAKESPEAR, 
like a Champion of old inſpired by all the 
Gods, ſtep majeſtically in to bear it away 
by ſupernatural Power from the utmoſt 
Force of human Abilities. I dare ſay his 
Monopy on the Death of Mr. Porz, 
wherein he has imitated the Stile of four 
of our Engliſb Poets, has given you and 


every Man of true Taſte, more Pleaſure 
than the joined Efforts of all the Wits in 


the celebrated Court of Lzo the Tenth.+ 


H _—_ 
21 hope private Friendſhip does not prepoſſeſs my 
Judgment pins. our 1 will be enri ch 
very ſoon, by an elegant Tranſlation of SorxocLss, now 
preparing for the Public, by that worthy Man and inge- 
nious Writer Mr. FxankLiv, Profeſſor of Greek in the 
Univerſity of Cambridge. 
+ Theſe Imitations of the ancient Roman Poet F amt- 
Anu 1 


LET VL:EV My. 

There is another little Piecewritten bythe 
ſame Author, which has no Rival in the 
Court of AuGusTvs, entitled an Ode to a 
Water Nymph. Mr. WILLIAM WRITE - 
HEAD, Mr. DYER, Mr. JENNINGs, and 
ſeveral other Gentlemen, have given ſuffi- 
cient Proofs of Talents, which, did a pro- 
per Diſpoſition of the Times, to admixe 
this fine Art, call forth their utmoſt Pow - 
ers, would arrive at a GRECIAN Perfec- 
tion. Theſe Opinions, you' Il ſay, are very 
bold ones to give under my Hand: but as 
I think I can ſupport them by juſt Ctiti- 


cim, I (hall not fear the miſplaced Impu- 


tation of being particular, for Iam ſure I 
ſhall not {tang alone in my Judgment. I 
dare ſay AMEL1A will be pleaſed at my 


warm Defence of her favorite Poets, and 


Pray tell her I ſhall eſteem her Approba- 
tion equal to the Applauſe of the French 
Academy of Sciences, and would prefer 


to being a Member of that illuſtrious So- 
ciety the Pleaſure of ſubſcribing myſelf 


„ ler- 
Inne 1 RADA pg prelerned.t in his Academica I Proluſious, 
8 


where the Stile Lucan, Luckzrius, CLAUDIAN 

Ovid, STATLUs, and Virol, are imitated by Janus 
PaRRHASLIUSs, PETER BrmBo, BALTHASAR CAsTILio- 
NIUs, "HERCULES STROZZa, Joviaxus Poxranus, and 


8 Nabels, as he latinizes their Names. 
ib, 2. Proluſ. 6. 


* 


4 
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r ru 22 2 25 


oN as 15 am, 3 of hs 
© Eatertainment of the Theatre, be- 

lieye me I haye lately received an Addi» 
tion to this favourite Pleaſure, and ſuch 
a. one as you would have participated in 
very greatly with me. This was no lefs 

than a total Victory over that inveterate 
Prej udice of our old Acquaintance Mr- 
Lors, who (like the old Debauchée in 
GIL BLAs, that thought the Works even 
2 Nature daily decay d) has ſo frequently 
maintained that the Faculties of Man- 
kind are much inferior to what they were 
in the laſt Generation. The old Gentle- 
man, you know, till this Winter, has 5 

been i in Town theſe twenty Years, and 
conſequently totally ignorant of the laſt 
Refjoration of Nature i in the Repreſenta- 
tion of Tragedy. When 1 mentioned 

| my * of waiting on him to the 


„ Ul Play, 


-LET T E R XVI. 

* he aſſented to my Propoſal with 
his uſual Chearfulneſs, but at the ſame 
time ſpoke with wonderful Rapture ot 
BETTERTON, PowELL and VERBRUG> 
. GEN, and ſeemed to inſinuate, that he 
ſhould neceſſarily triumph in the Superi- 
ority of his Cotemporaries over the mo- 
dern Heroes of the Buſkin. But judge 
what was my Satisfaction after the Play 
was over at his pleaſurable Diſappoint- 

ment, when he ingenuouſly confeſs'd, 
that GaRRick was not only the beſt 
Actor he ever ſaw, but even exceeded the 
utmoſt Conceptions he had formed of 
Theatrical Excellence. It has been a pe- | 
Culiar Misfortune in the Repreſentation 
of Modern Tragedy, that the Subjects of 
it, by being moſtly royal Perſonages, were 
removed by their Rank from the com- 
mon Obſervation of Mankind; ſo that 
our firſt Players, being totally unacquaint- 
ed with the Characters, perhaps notably 
imagined that Princes were of a ſuperior 
Species to their Subjects, and therefore as 
Bays made his Spirits talk unintelligi- 
bly, they 8 their 1 Heroes 
(which 


5 3 | tk, : 5 . 
_ 0 —— * a}? 
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(which they had as little Gee of. 
as the Rehearſal Poet had of atrial Be- 
ings) ſhould moutke every Sentence inar- 
tieulately. The Generality of Audiences 
are no more converſant with the Origi- 
nals than the Players themſelves; ſo they 
took this preternatural Way of ſpeaking, 
as inſeparable from the Character of Ma- 
jeſty, till by degrees, as PRIOR obſerves 
upon another Occaſion, 


{, << Cuſtom, confirm'd what Tobey had begun,” 


and the deep-toned PRE hav 
the ſolemn Manner of Speaking Tragedy; 
This was the Situation in which this 
great Genius found the Stage about four- 
teen Years. ago, who being bleſt with 
every internal and external Qualification 
for repreſenting human kind in all its. 
Subordinations ; having, on the one 
hand, a ſound Judgment, an elegant 
Taſte, a lively Fancy, with the moſt 
penetrating Diſcernment into the inmoſt 
Receſſes of the Heart; and, on the 
other, an expreſſive Countenance, an 
Eye full of Luſtre, a fine Ear, a moſt 
H . muſical 
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muſical and articulate Voice, with 3 an 
uncommon Power to modulate it with 
Eaſe to every Tranſition of Paſſion, he 
reſtored Nature to her loſt Empire upon 
| the Stage, and taught us by the Convic- 
tion of our ſympathizing Souls, that 
Kings themſelves were Men, and felt, like 
the reſt of their Species. From a Line 
in HoRace's Epiſtles to AucusTus, I 
am inclinable to think that Roscius was 
among the Romans what GARRICK is 
among us, and that Quin likewiſe in 
Contradiſtinction may be conſidered. as 
the modern Æsopus. 


Cnc aha; 7 doftus Reſcius MY 


In this place the Epithet doctus con- 
traſted to gravis, the deep Cadence of 
Asor, means that Rosc1vs was if. 
in the Tranſition from one Paſſion to 
another, and had a wonderful Happi- 
neſs in accommodating himſelf to a 
Variety of Characters in Tragedy ; 
whereas Esopus was ſuited only, by 
His ſonorous full Voice, and graver 
Action, to one particular Species of 

| Charac- 
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Characters. The Epithet gravis, ap- 
plied to AEsorus, has led the Commen- 
tators into a Miſtake concerning the 
Talents of Roscrvs ; they imagine, be- 
canſe the one is called the deep-ca- 
denc'd Actor, that the other, in Con- 
tradiſtinction, muſt have been only an 
Actor of Comedies. Their Authority 
for ſuch a Suppoſition ſeems to be this 
Sentence of QuixcTILIAN. Roscivs 
citatior, Es opus gravior, quod ille comæ- 
dias, hic tragædias egit *, But Quinc- 
TILLIAN, confidering the Diſtance of 
Time he lived in from theſe famous 
Players, might poſſibly know as little of 
the Matter as themſelves ; but that they 
were both miſtaken in this' Point, may 
be collected from Tul I v, their Cotem- 
porary, who celebrates his inimitable 
Action as a Tragic Player in the third 
| Book De Oratore, as he had occaſion- 
ally inſtanc'd him, in the preceding 
Books upon the ſame Subject, as the 
faultleſs Pattern for the Repreſentation 
of human Nature in its comic Moods. So 
H 4 excellent 


* Lib, xi. chap. 3. f 
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excellent was this great Man in the 
Scenic Art, that his Name at length be- 
came, as we learn from the ſame Au- 
thor, the Proverbial Critetion of Perfec- 
tion in every Art and Science; inſo- 
much, that whoever grew remarkably 
eminent in any, was call'd the Roscivs 
of his Profeſſion. Taque hoc jamdiu eff 
conſecutus, ut, in quo quiſque artificio ex- 
celleret, is in ſuo genere RosCIUs dicere- 
tur *. Conſidering the Delight and Uſe 
that accrue to a rational Creature, from 
obſerving a natural Repreſentation of the 
| Paſſions by which his own Species is per- 
petually agitated, and conſequently the 
Effect that a well-regulated Stage muſt 
have upon the Taſte of a whole Na- 
tion, I am pleaſed that both the Roman 
and Engliſb Roscivs have been fo highly 
applauded and eſteemed in their reſpec- 
tive Countries, and that the greateſt Men 
in both have not only been enchanted 
- with them upon the Stage, but have taken 
Delight to rank them among their Friends 
in private Society.---I have much to ſay 
i _ 9 


Cicer. de Orat. Lib, 1, 
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to you about ſome Ttalian Buffoonry they 
are exhibiting at one of our Theatres, 
but ſhall reſerve that till I have the Plea- 
ſure of ſeeing you, which, I have the Sa- 
tisfaction to hear, will be very ſoon, 


Jam, &c. &c. 


* 


% * "RE | 
Jl. ES 
T 5 a f : : 
% 


To EuGEen1 o. 


RE AT is the Joy I feel, EuGE- 
| No, that you ſo highly reliſh the 
Converſation of my Friend EurhERMlus, 
more eſpecially too as I was the fortu- 
nate Perſon who introduced you to each 
0 other, for which, I muſt inſiſt upon it, 
you are both of you greatly indebted to 
me. I think indeed EuphEMIus is bleſ- 
ſed with a Grace in Converſation, and a 
Taſte in Society, ſuperior to any Man 
with whom I ever had the Happineſs of 
being acquainted. There ariſes from the 
Vivacity of his Fancy, the Delicacy of his 
" Sentiments, and the beautiful tho' unaf- 
fected Arrangement of his Words, deli- 
vered with a Freedom of Countenance 
and Sweetneſs of Voice, ſuch an inexpreſ- - 
ible Charm as pleaſingly bewitches the 
Attention of all who hear him. . He can 
deſcant upon en. Affairs with the moſt 
Zultts becom- 


LETTER xVit uw 
becomingAirof Gravity and Conſideration, 
without the leaſt Mixture of Auſterity or 
Philoſophical Affectation; and in the 
more eaſy Hours of ſocial Pleaſure, he 
can raiſe innocent and inſtructive Mirth 
from the lligheſt Accident that happens, 
and convert the moſt common Subjects 
into a, thouſand Turns of Wit and Hu- 
mour. One would imagine that Syaxe- 
SPEAR had been acquainted intimately 
with ſuch a Man, when he drew in ſo 


lively a Manner the Character of BIxoR 
in his Love's s Labour” s bo ft. 


\ 


| A merrier Man, 

66 Within the Litnits of becoming Mirth, 

I never ſpent an Hour's Talk withal. 

& His Eye begets Occaſion for his Wit; 
For ev'ry Object that the one doth catch, 
„The other turns to a Mirth-moving Teſt 
« Which his fair Tongue (Conceit's Expoſitor) 
40 Delivers in ſuch apt and gracious Words, 
„That aged Ears play truant at his Tales 
And younger Hearings are quite raviſhed z | 
„So ſweet and voluble is his Diſcourſe.” 


F IJ 
7 A 12 i 
- on * 4 : 
p : 4 s * ' . * 1 
. * be 
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Bit hi Sic Excellence! — s 
dreſſing 
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dreſſing the Fair, when I have heard flow 
from him, as Home phraſes it, 


— re Ia tor Napeerdir. 1 * 
Iliad. lib. r. lin. 222. 


or, as Mr: ors tealilbedee it, | [Words] 
< Soft as the Fleeces of deſcending Snows,” 


which beautiful Expreſſion Dzypen has 
copied and greatly improved, when he 


applies it to the ſoft Subject I am ſpeak- 
ing of, making LEeonoRa, in his Spaniſh 


Fryar, deſcribe the Addreſſes of Tox- 
RISMOND in the following Manner; : 


«| 


<« But when he ſpoke what tender Words he ſaid, : 
< So ſoftly, that like Flakes of feather'd Snow 
« They melted as they fell. * | 


AR L ; 
This ſoftly tir the Fervor of one 
Soul into another, is an Art in which 
EUPHEMIUS is ſo happily ſkilled, that 
Tanſenſibility herſelf, in the Shape of a 
Woman, would almoſt loſe her Nature 
in hearing him, and perceive the pleaſing 
Infection, would he attempt the Miracle. 
I have often obſerved, that this enchant- 
ing Turn in Converſation prevails only 
in thoſe of our own Sex, who have con- 
; verſed 
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verſed much with the more ſenſible em | 
of the other. Orwar juſtly 1 a | 


66 We had hand Brutes without them 3? 


for let a Man's Erudition be ever ſo pro- 
found, his Fancy lively, and Judgment 


ſolid, this Grace, which is not to be de- 


ſcribed, will be wanting, if his Soul 


has not been refined, and his Tongue at- 
tuned to this ſweet Melody by an habitual 


Intercourſe with theſe fair Preceptors.--- 


We are told that VoiTuRE was as re- 


markably happy in Converſation as in his 
epiſtolary Writings. This muſt be at- 
tributed to his Intimacy with Meſdamoi- 
ſelles PAULET andRAMBOUILLET, and 
the Counteſs vt SABLE, more than to 
the Advantage of being a Friend to the 
learned Cos AR. A Compariſon of this 
Author's Letters with thoſe of his Rival 
Bars Ac, plainly evinces the Truth of 
this Obſervation. The eaſy Air, the hap- 
py Sprightlineſs, and elegant Turn of 
Expreſſion in the Compoſitions of the 
former, diſcover the Man of the World 
educated in Courts, and poliſhed by that 
advantageous Colliſion with the brighteſt 


Part 


Cre ow of - 


Part * our iowa whilt 3 
Language, and an Affectation in Senti- 
ment, inform us frequently, without the 
Help of Hiftory, that the other led the 

Life "of a Recluſe in the Country. Hence 
it appears from the different Productions 
of two Geniuſes of equal natural Talents, 
that more Taſte and Elegance in Writing 
is to be acquired in a Circle of Beauties 
at PARIS, than in a dearned Society of 
Capuchins in a Convent at ANGOULEME- 
=== Pray tell the Ladies at m, that J 
am now more deſirous than ever to get a 
Corner in your Heart, as I would haye 
every Place open to me where they cater; 
eſpecially here they reign with ſuch 
unlimited Power. This you owe me; 
for you can never make more room for 
me there, than you will find e FORGr 
N * an un ag cin 
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in the higheſt Luxury a human So 
is capable of receiving. I need not ex- 
plain hat that Luxury was, when I in» 
form you, that I haye beenwith that truly 
great Man AG ATHOCLES at his delight- 
ful Seat in the Country; whoſe Accom- 
pliſhments and refined Humanity en- 
noble him infinitely-more than that high 
Rank he inherits from a Race of unſul- 
lied Anceſtors. Though AG ATHoCLES 


was born to the firſt Honours a Subject 


can enjoy, ſupported by a Fortune few 
under Princes poſſeſs, he neither does, 
nor has Occaſion to value himſelf upon 
either, any farther. than they empawer 
him to gratify that moſt exquiſite of all 


Senſations, which the glowing Heart re- 


ceives in relieving our F ellow-Creatures, 
Did the Great conſider that they might 
deſcend, like the Dew of Heaven, to che- 


riſh 


* 
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riſh deſponding Merit, to comfort the 
Afflicted, to protect and redreſs the In- 
jured, and to ſupport with chearful Suſ- 
tenance the helpleſs Poor, ſurely this 
Imitation of the moſt amiable Attribute 
belonging to the Al MIGHTY, is more 
worthy of their Ambition than all the 


mighty Titles the fawning Eaſt beſtows; . 


on it's haughty Monarchs. The moſt 
glorious Character in all the Mabometan 
Hiſtory is that of Ou Ax, the ninth Ca- 
liph of the Race of Mer wan. His Life 


was one continued Act of Charity and 


Benevolence; a happy Prelude of his 
Reign was ſeen at his Coronation,: for 
Hiſtory tells us that he gave from off his 
Back, as ſoon as the Ceremony of the 
Inauguration was over, his Imperial 


Robe adorned with Jewels of an im- 


menſe Value, even as he was deſcending 
down the Steps from the Throne, as an 

* to be diſtributed among the Indi- 
gent. O ARISTVUs, I more envy OMAR 
this We Sacrifice of Grandeur to 


Benevotence. (for the Action may be 


conſidered thus emblematically) than 


wy * Splendor of all the Lords 
of 
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e eee eee see 
But to return to AAT HO LSS 
Whilſt I was at his Caſtle, which, like 
the Queen of the Country, overlooks 
the ſubject Vales around it, I thought 
myſelf, from the lofty Situation af the 
Place, and the uncommon Goodneſos that 
perpetually reigned there, in company 
with a Being of a; ſuperior Order; or 
not unlike to our firſt Parent, as de- 


ſeribed by Mir ron, on the Top af 2 
from the Angel MickAzL: and indeed, 


aſten having entertained my Senſes with 
the moſt deſireable Productions of Art 
and Science, and my Heart with the 
Contemplation of Goodneſs, I could not 


bees wy] 


Ly Arti! I Ps 


« How ſhall I part, and whither wander down b 
Into a lower World; to this obſcure, ih 
And wild? how ſhall I breathe in other Air 
« Lels | are accuſtom to immortal Fruits? 
Fi ds Parad. Lofts Book the 1 


b 28 4 14 


28 
Though the Taſte of this great, Man. is 
wuly noble and refined. in imparadiſing 
wal EEE 
atk 


refrain from ung out into: _ 1 
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(if I» may;.uſe the Word) the Region 
E in the Collection of his Pic- 
tures; in the Oeconomy of his Family; 
and the Choice of his Pleaſures ; a Taſte 
for a ſuperior; Accompliſhment, I mean 
that Grace with which he accompanies 
every Word or Act of Benevolence, at- 
tracts the more particular Regard of 
Mankind, yet leaves them in Suſpence to 
decide which is moſt lovely, the Deed of 
Goodneſs, or the Manner of performs; 
ing it. Without this happy Talent, Mu- 
nificence ſtabs a Dagger into the Breaſt 
of thoſe ſhe intends: to relieve, with one 
Hand, while ſhe- diſplays. her Bounty 
emplified in the following ſhort Story. 
Pax DpOETO MaLATESTA, the Sove- 

reign of ReMiNI, in the Time of Pope 
ALEXANDER VIth, was the richeſt 
Prince in Italy, who, after having ſpent 
a deſpicable Life in the Arms of Lu- 
xury, was reduced, by a merited Reverſe 
of Fortune, to ſeek for an Aſylum at laſt 
in a common Hoſpital at Bologna. The 
Account goes, that this Tyrant, for ſuch 
* was, being expelled from his Domi- 
nions, 
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nions; and perſeeuted by his Enemies, in 
Pain and Want fled to the above- men- 


tioned City, where at that very Time 
dwelt a Nobleman named PI ET RO DEE 
Skceio, a Native of Remiui, who ſome 
few' Years before had been driven from 
his Country by the Tyranny of MAL A- 
Es TA, who unjuſtly ſeized upon all 
his Poſſeſſions in that Principality, and 
put many of his Family to the Sword. 
When Word was brought to this Noble- 
man that the late Uſur per was now in 
his Power, and that he might revenge 
thoſe Injuries, by delivering him up to 
Casar BORGIA, or by killing him 
with his own Hand, the exaſperated 
ITralian with ingenious Malice replied; 
«© Yes, I will now fully revenge the In- 
«©quries I have ſuſtained ;- I will do more 
than kill PanDoLFo, for I will order 
« him to be carried to the Hoſpital' I 
* endowed myſelf, and let the Ty 
0 rant know, that the wretched Means 
f protracting a miſerable Being, is 
wing to the Bounty of PIETRO DEE 
__ *©Saccto.”---Such Cruelty will always 
STOP! ill- conducted Bounty, however 
«20101 "8 other- F 
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3 e Ye methinks Ne- 
ture leads us ſo ſtrongly to adminiſter 
eyery Application of Humanity, wich 
that Jenient Hand fo re uiſite to make 
even Relief acceptable to an in genuous 
Mind, that I wonder a proper Manner 
does not always accompany a benevolent 
Action; nay, farther, I am inclinable 
to think, where it does not, the Deed 
cannot proceed from a tender Sympa- 
thy of a Fellow Creature's Diſtreſs, but 
from an Oſtentation of ſuperfluous Poſ- 
ſeſſions. Of all Taſte, may Heaven 
| beſtow on me chiefly this! that when 
I rock the Cradle of the Orphan, or wipe 
the guſhing Tear from the Eyes of the 
Widow, I may adminiſter both in ſo ſi- 
lent a Manner, that neither they ſhould 
feel the Pain of receiving, nor the taint- 
ing Breath of the World's Promulga- 
tion diſturb the quiet Purpoſe of my 
Heart, brooding over it's unſpeakable 
Tranſport in facred Secrecy | My Love 
to LEoNoRA, to whom I ought to add 
ſomething in Anſwer to her laſt Letter ; 
but Ideas of Compaſſion are now werk'd 
up ſo ſtrongly in my Mind, and thoſe 
Dew- 
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' VERY readily concur in your Opit. 
on, CRiToPHiLvus, that a Work of 
Criticiſm is the moſt difficult to be exe- 
cuted with a proper Taſte of any literary 
Compoſition whatever. There is ſome- 
thing ſo repugnant to the Pride of Man- 
kind in general, ſomething fo detractive 
from the ſuppoſed Sagacityof every Read- 
er to pretend to inform by the dry Me- 
thod of Precept, that except an Author 
has all the Delicacy and artful Addreſs 
imaginable, to ſeem” to accompany the 
Judgments of thoſe he writes for, rather 
than to lead them into Diſcoveries, in 
ſuch a Performance, he Wilt meet with 
that kind of contemptuous Treatment, 
- which thoſe good-natured People receive, 
who are ready to give their unaſked Ad- 
vice in the common Concerns of Life 
upon every Occaſion. It is highly ne- 
ceſſary therefore, in ſuch Kind of Writs 


ings, to ſacrifice liberally to the GRACES, 


without whoſe Inſpiration Learning will 
there 
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khete degenerate into Pedantry, and the 
Precepts even of Wiſdom ꝓa unfeliſhed. 


An Author of a"didadtic:Picc 
too circumſpect, not only in the pleaſing 
Manner of addreſſing his Reader, hut in 
the {inferior Parts too of Compaſitiop, 
that the Choice of his Words, and the Ak- 
rangement af his Periode; may addrn, 

and bt degrade the Delicacy of his Sub- 
ject. For want of this Refinement, we 
have many lamentable Inſtances of able 
Scholars having ſucceeded very ill in 
Works, where they have betrayed: the 
+ greateſt! Want of Taſte and Genius, 
uthilſt they were unfortunately laborious 
in. endeavburing to point out thoſe Ex- 
cellencies in others. I need go no farther 


for a Proof af this than Mr. Ax THo]́́ 


BL ACKWALL's * Introduction to the Claf- 

Het. This Man was what is generally 

called a good Scholar, that is, he was 

| - grammatically Maſter of the two dead 
Languages, Greet and Latin, and had 

readover all the ancient Authors in both; 

| 10 Was ie by Nature or 
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11 He was 2 Schoolmatter at Dh. His Book | wa 
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VERY readily concur in your a. 
on, CriTorPHilvs, that a Work of 
Criticiſm is the moſt difficult to be exe- 
cuted with a proper Taſte of any literary 
Compoſition whatever. There is ſome- 
thing ſo repugnant to_the Pride of Man- 
kind in general, ſomething ſo detractive 
from the ſuppoſed Sagacityof every Read- 
er to pretend to inform by the. dry Me- 
thod of Precept, that except an Author 
has all the Delicacy and artful Addreſs 
imaginable, to ſeem” to accompany the 
Judgments of thoſe he writes for, rather 
than to lead them into Diſcoveries, in 
ſuch a Performance, he will meet with 
that kind of contemptuous Treatment, 
- which thoſe good-natured People receive, 
who are ready to give their unaſked Ad- 
vice in the common Concerns of Life 
upon every Occaſion. It is highly ne- 
25 * therefore, in ſuch Kind of Writs 
ings, to ſacrifice liberally to the GxAcxs, 
without whoſe Inſpiration Learning, will 
there 
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chere degenerate into Pedantry, and the 
Precepts even of be necliſhed. 


An Author of a didactic Pi 
too circumſpect, not only in the pleaſing 
Manner of addreſſing his Reader, hut in 
the inferior Parts too of Compaſitioꝑ, 
that the Choice of his Words, and the A- 
rangement af his Periods; may addrn, 
and nt degrade the Delicacy of his Sub- 
ject. For want of this Refinement, we 
have many lamentable Inſtances of able 
Scholars having ſucceeded very ill in 
Works, where they have betrayed: the 
greateſt Want of Taſte and Genius, 
uhilſt they were unfortunately laborious 
in endeavburing to point out thoſe Ex- 
.cellencics in others. I need go no farther 


for a Proof af this than Mr. Ax TH Y 


-BLACKWALL's * Introdudtion to the Claf- 
Ac. This Man was what is generally 
called a good Scholar, that is, he was 
| - grammatically Maſter of the two dead 
Languages, Greet and Latin, and had 
read over all the ancient Authors in both; 
bote Neue by Nature or . 
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He was a Schoolmater at De. His Bock wa 
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i of the Senſe; (tho that be far the moſt 
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chit happy Taſte of diſtinguiſhing Beau- 
ties, nor a Digeſtion (if Imay ſo ſay) to aſ- 
fi milate the Senſe of others into his own 


- Underſtanding, his Conceptions were as 
crude as his Addrefs and Stile were un- 


\ pleaſing. 


I remember the goed old 
Schoolmaſter (for ſuch he was) in one 
Place informs us, ſpeaking of HxRODO- 
Tus and LI vx, that theſe two Princes 

of Greek and Roman Hiſtory, rell a Sto- 


ry, and make up a Deſcription with in- 
* expreſſible Grace; and ſo delicately 
e ux great and little Ciroumſtances, 


* that there is both the utmoſt Dignity 


* and Pleaſure in it &. I leave yon to ani- 
madvert on the Groſſneſs of theſe Meta- 
phors, and paſs on to a Specimen bothiof 
wWeetched Writing, and undiſtinguiſhing 
Taſte. Having ſpoke much about the 


Inſuffciency of modern Tranſlators, to 


Dive us the Senſe of ancient Authors, he 


on thus: . Befides che weakening 


4 "Important Conſideration, Greet and 
« Latin have ſuch a noble Harmony of 


,. Found, ſuch Force and Dignity of 


11G via and ſuch Deticacy of Turn 
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* Tntrod. to the Clad. p. who: 
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is che Petiode, that Sannot entirely he 


* preſerved in a 8 


; laſs ive of all the Graces 


. «read. with more. Nanda atk lively 
e Guſt, and conſequently with more Ad- 
. G antage, than the maſt perfect Tr anſla- ; 
ö tion the ableſt Genius can compoſe, 
. A or the ſtrongeſt modern Language can 


i „bear k.. Now beſides the aukward 

Diction. and unharmonious Cloſe of the 

Period, (two Faults he reaſonably, might 

he expected to avoid, when the juſtly ad- 

mired, Ancients were ſo ſtrongly in his 
Mind) he has huddled together his un- 

di. iſned Commendations of. the 

(Greek and Latin, and ſo unjuſtly given the 

Preference of the latter to our own copi- 
ous, Language, with that trite profound 
Air of xidiculous Exudition, as muſt una- 
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voidably have thoſe Effects upon hisdiffer- = 
SAG; Readers, which Mr. Pope deſeribes 1 
in bis incompatable Eſay en Critieiſim " 
] Geng labour d nothings in ſo grave a Stile, 1 | | 
© Amaze.th' unlearn e. make the learned ſmile. 4 
Ian aa n Ade 2 ar | 
* 5 is * N 
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But let the Peace of Dulneſs Brood over 
ſuch Lumber, and let us turn our Eyes 
to a more delightful Object, the Revival 
of the true Spirit of ancient Criticiſm in 
the Works of ſome illuſtrious modern 
"Geniuſes; who tread in the Steps of their 
adored Maſters as far as they went, and 
then penetrate deeper into the Laurel 
Grove of Science than any of their Pre- 
deceſſors ever ventured. The firſt I ſhall 
mention is the great Author * of Reflecs 
tions Critiques fur la Peinture et la Poefies 
'a Work, which, in the Hands of an ordi- 
nary Writer, would have been an unen- 
tertaining String of dry Reflections upon 
thoſe Arts only, but under the Magie of 
his maſterly Pen, comprehendꝭ the moſt 
judicious Obſervations upon every Idea of 
the human Mind, in each ſimple and 
complicated Appearance. The next is 
the ingenious Author of the Enguiry into 
the Life and Writings of HoMeR ＋. in 
which he has clearly demonſtrated by ir- 
e Reaſons, drawn from a Con- 
5 wet 6 
sk ral del en an ah 
Mr. BI. ——, a Scotch Gentleman, who la- 


bours under ti.c Misfortune to have a ſimilar Name. ta 
the Schöolmaſter owe 1 
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junction of moral and natural Cauſes, 
that ſuch a Poet never could ariſe ſince 
him in the Space of two thouſand ſeven 
hundred Vears, for want of that happy 
Concurrence of Circumſtances, without 
which even this immortal Genius him- 
ſelf might have been in an inferior Rank 
of the Muſes Train. The lateſt that has 
improved our Taſte and enriched our 
Language, is the elegant Writer “ of thoſe 
inſtructive Notes, and entertaining Com- 
nentary on HOoRACE s two critical Epi- | 
ſtles, the one to the Fitch commonly 
called the Art of Poetry, the other to 
AvevsTvus zi to the wth of which is 
ſubjoined a Dijſcourſe on Poetical Imitg- 
tion, whereby he has nobly defended the 
Cauſe of congenial Fancies in all Ages, 
againſt the ill· grounded Clamor of popu- 
lar Ignorance and Envy, with the deep 
Spirit of Philoſophy, and the warm Zeal 
of a Lover. -We find in the Works of 
theſe great Men, a pleaſing Power of ren- 
dering every Subject intereſting to tlie 
human Heart, by bringing home to our 
Breaſts Objects ſeemingly the moſt re- 
mote, and 14 a Train of captivating 
YO OR © Circum- 


* Mr. Hd, of Emanuel College, Cambridge. 


_ *« refleQions 
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Circumſtances ariſing naturally out of 
their Plans, which animates all their 
Writings, not unlike the amiable Group 
of Figures in one of Pouss ix s Land- 
teapes, which gives a filent Leſſon of 
Morality unawares to the Beholder, who 
no more than the Shepherds in the Pic: 
ture *, , imagined to find, in that Arcadion 
1 8 wy thing but ſhady Groves, clear 

Foun- 
arr eee 


the Reader in his own Words. After having obſerve 
that it was a Landfcape in 3 ARCADIA, he conti - 


ues; Le tableau dont je parle r&preſente le payſage 


d'une contre riante, Au milieu Pon voit le monument 
„cone jeune fille morte à la fleur de ſon age: c'eſt 
qu'on connoit par la Statue de cette flle-conchs fore 
* tombeau à la maniere des anciens. L'inſeription 
«« pulchrale n eſt que quatre warten, Je riot c vivois IN 
in Arcadie, et in Arcadia ego. Mais cette in 4 


| 2 n fi courte fait faire les plus ſerieuſes reflections 


een unes .gargons et à deux jeunes filles parces de 
22 de fleurs, et qui paroiſſent avoir rencontre 

« 1 ſi triſte en des lieux od Non devine bi 
Fils ne cherchoient pas un objet affligeant. Un 
« entre eux fait remarquer aux autres cette inſcription 
en la mentraat du doigt, et Von ne voit plus ſur leur 
« viſage, a travers Paffliction = den empare, que les 
« reſtes 1 On sima entendre les 
ces jeunes perſonnes ſur la morte qui me- 
« pargne in Page ni la beaute, et contre laquelle les plus 


1 heyreux climats n'ont point dazile. On ſe figure ce 


« qu'elles vont ſe dire de touchant lorfqu'el elles ſeront re- 


endes de la premiere ſurpriſe, et Pon Tapplique à ſoi- 
e el cqux pour * viereſſe.” 


Refi. Cr. Seat YI. 
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Pountains, verdant Meadows, 20 other 
common Aſſemblages of a rural Proſpect, 
am much obliged to Jou for your 
ingenious Obſervations upon that ancient 
Sepulchral Inſcription I lately ſent you; 
nor. would I have you aſhamed if hereaf- 
ter it ſhould prove the ingenious Imita- 
tation of ſome Modern ; for you know the 
great SCALIGER himſelf was impoſed up- 
on in this manner by Mux Er, which was 


acknowledged by all the Learned to be a 


greater Proof of the Abilities of the latter, 
than of the'want of any critical Acum en 


in the fotmer. I ſhall expect to meet you 


at the Grand Emporium very ſoon, there - 
fore ſhall add no more than that I am 
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'OY to the World, Evenwajiet; that 
a freſh Spring of almoſt inexhauſtible 


Pleaſure is opencd, now a mythological 
Key is given to the Wiſdom of the An- 


cients. But I little thought, when I ſent 
you the ingenious Profeſſor's Book * that 
J ſhould embarraſs myſelf in a cruel Al- 
ternative, either of denying a Requeſt of 
yours on one hand, . or of expoſing my 
Want of Abilities to you in attempting 
to comply with it on the other. The 
Reaſon you aſſign for deſiring me to draw 


out a Mythological Genealogy of TAsTE, 


in the Manner of the Ancients, would 
hold 


* Letters concerning Mythelogy, fa by the Author 
of the Enquiry into the Life ard Writings of Howes) to 
which Work, in compariſon of the other, we may apply 
thoſe Words of TuLLY, Non ct enim, ut in arce poni 
poſlit, quaſi illa Minerva Phidiz : ſed tamen, ut ex eadem 


officina ęxiſie appareat, 
; ne Introd. ad Parad. 


LRT R X.. wan. 
hold good that I ſhould turn the Tables 
upon you, and leave the Taſk in far abler 
Hands: for the ingenious Obſervations 
you made, whilſt we were reading over 
together the four firſt Books of Dio po- 
RUS SICULUS, convince me I ſhould 
ſpend my Time more uſefully in reading 
an entertaining Fable of yours on this 
Subject, than in attempting to compoſe 
one myſelf. But as the Friendſhip ſub- 
fiſting betwixt us demands that I ſhould 
run the Hazard of giving you a diſadvan- 
tageous Opinion of my Capacity, rather 
than of my Inclination to ſatisfy your De- 
fire, I will endeavour to recall ſome Idea 
of that Philoſophical Spirit which diſco- 
vers itſelf in all your Reflections upon the 
Compoſitions of the Ancients, and enter- 
tain you, as Dependents upon great Men 
do their Patrons, with a Banquet of r 
own providing. Ki 

In a Cave of a Mountain i in the Iland 
of CRETE dwelt a Nymph called Con- 
TEMPLATION, ſprung, as the Mytbolo- 

giſts report, from JuP1TER, the greateſt 
* n P's for, according to their Ac- 
1 | counts, 


—— 


, 


rs LETTER M. 
counts, ſhe was conceived and leapt forth 
_ from the Brain of her Caleſtial Parent, 
_ as PALLAs did, whilſt he was deeply at- 
tentive in beholding the Beauties of the 
Creation. In this ſacred Retirement the 
Nymph had lived many Ages, whither 
feveral ancient Poets, Heroes, Philoſo- 
phers, and Legiſlators frequently reſorted, 
for no one ever left her without receiving 
the utmoſt Happineſs from her Divine 
Precepts. As APOLLO was wandering 
one Day over the Top of this Mountain, 
he chanced to light upon this heavenly 


Maid, whilſt ſhe was buſied in her uſual 


Employment of meditating on this ſtu- 
pendous Syſtem, and the Divine Perfec- 
tions of the great Creator of the World. 

Smit with her Charms, he immediately 
deſcended into the Cave, and having en- 
joyed her, ſhe bore him a Sen, whom the 
God named Eupoxvs, alluding to the 
noble Ideas which filled the Mother's 
Mind when he firſt beheld her. "Tis 
ſaid, as the Nymph ConNTEMPLATION 
was one Night counting the Stars, and 
n on the Sand with a Wand their 
different 
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different Sittations and Motions; h | 
left the! Child not far off on a — 
Vidlets, chat the Wigfitingade came and 
covered him with Laurel Leaves, and 
lulled him to Sleep with che Melody of 
ber Song, ſoftly modulated to the tender 
Ear of the liſt ning Infant. About this" 
Time the Det vr x" OR KEIL E declared 
char « Ray of Light was defeended from 
che gk, and being diſcerped from that 
mighty Luminary, ſhould be ſpread Alf 
over * Gele, ah, and Part of . 


Minos fot many Ages. When Buboxus' 
Rad 


paſſed the Tears of Childhood, 
Ardrro being defirous not only to in- 
ſtruck him im the abſtruſer Knowledge of 
his Möôther, bur to anite in his Education” - 
a chord ugh Reliſh of ſuch other Arts and 
Stents, af might render him à Benefac 
tor to Mankind in general, and his fü. 
vourite Nation the Greeks in particular, 
he tobk the Boy to His own beloved Seat 
of Retirement, and committed his Darling 
Ohurge to the Care of the NfNE Muszs, 
and their Siſters the Heavenly GRAcESs. 
ee. xUS Was inftruQed; firſt how 
JH 39010 9 | ö the 
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the Great ARCHITECT of the Creation 
divided the warring Elements, and out of 
CnaAOSs formed. by his Plaſtic Mandate 
the unmeaſurable Frame of this ſtupen- 
dous Univerſe. Next, how the retul- 
gent Source of Light and Heat, the Sun, 
ſprung thro' the blue Serene. of Heaven, 
and being fixed immoveable in the Cen- 
ter of all, drew round his glorious Orb 
thoſe inferior Globes, whoſe certain 
and unerring Courſes, in unchangeable 
Periods of Time, form that ætherial 
Harmony imperceptible to all Beings 
but the Inhabitants of Heaven. Then 
he was told how the oblique Poſition of 
this our Earth in its annual Progreſs 
cauſed the delightful Revolutions of Sea- 
ſons; how the ſoft deſcending Rains and 
genial Warmth of Spring, opened the 
relenting Earth, called forth the infant 
Buds, and afterwards unfolded all the ve- 
getable Pride of F lowers and Blofloms: $i 
how the more perpendicular, Rays, of 
Heat ripened the riſing Harveſt in Sum- 
mer; how Autumn gloried in the tegal 
Hue of. its purple Vintage; and laſtly, 
a eee D bor 
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how the ſterile Winter itſelf was as uſe- 
ful to Mortals as the other teeming Sea- 
ſons, by affording in its cold Embraces 
the requiſite Reſt to the ſleeping Vege- 
tables, which thereby gain freſh Vigour 
to renew their Species, and to perpetuate 
Suſtenance to all Animals,” in the fame 
Rotation; till Time ſhall be no more. 
From this general Knowledge of Nature, 


| he was led to enquire into the Conſtruc- 


tion of particular Parts, the Bodies of 
Animals, and eſpecially thoſe of the hu- 
man Race; to diſcover the Cauſes of 


Pain and Diſeaſe, and by what Methods 
to reſtore them to their priſtine Beauty 


and internal Harmony called Health, 
and to recall the natural original Senſa- 
tions of ' Eaſe and Pleaſure. When the 
DauGHTERs of MEMORY had fully 
inſtructed Eupoxus, as APOLLO had 
directed them, in every Branch of this 
Knowledge, they brought him by de- 
grees to conceive that an ætherial Spi- 
rit was for a while united with the hu- 
man Body; how it was agitated by dif- 
ferent Paſſions whilſt in this Conjunce © 
tion and then after Solution, the Body 
| * 2 | | ſhould 
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ſhould return to its kindred Duſt, out of 
which it was formed, and the Soul to a 


ſeparate State of Happineſs or Miſery, 
according as it acted in this probation- 


ary State on Earth. Having taken this 


View-of Man in the abſtract with all his 
Wants and Infirmities, the Mvusxs, laſt 
of all, gave their Diſciple a thorough 
Inſight into the human Race in Society, 
where, by the Goodneſs of the firſt 
Author of all Things theſe very Defi- 


ciencies of Individuals united the whole 
Species, and the mutual Supply of each 


others Wants linked all Degrees into 
one itrefragable Chain together, each 
different Part of which reciprocally de- 
pended upon the other, from the Begin- 
ning to the End. They taught him too, 
by way of Amuſement, the Uſe and 


Power of Muſic, Painting, and Poetry, 
the firſt of which could aſſwage mental 


Agony the ſecond revive paſt Pleaſures 
in beholding beautiful Objects; and the 
third inſpire by a true Love of Virtue, 
by perpetuating the revered Memory of 
thoſe who had been Ornaments to our 
Species, Eupoxvs, being at length 

. | quite 


quite accompliſhed in every Art and Sci- 


ence, became enamoured of one of the 
GRACHsS, who returned his Paſſion with 


mutual Ardor. One Day they took an 


Opportunity, - whilſt the other two were 
buſied in ſporting with FroRA and her 


Train of ZEPHYRs, to gratify their De- 
fires in a Cave of Mount Ida. The 


Offspring of their Embraces was a 
Daughter, whom the fond Parents na- 
med CALocaGATHIA. This Nymph, 
who inherited all the Knowledge of her 
Father, and all the Charms of her Mo- 
ther, became, as ſhe grew up, the chief 
Favourite both of Gods and Men. In 
the celeſtial Banquets ſhe always ſat next 
toVENnUs, and on Earth had the Honour 
attributed to her of inſpiring whatever 
was uncommonly beautiful in Morals, 
Arts, and Sciences. 

In this manner, my dear Eurnzreigs, 
the ancient Mythogoliſts would have 


drawn the Genealogy of TASTE, making 


her the Daughter of one of the Graces, 


begot by KnowLEDGE, who was the Son 


of CONTEMPLATION) the Truth of this 
K an figu- 


ans SETTER AX. 
figurative Repreſentation you may eaſily 
prove by comparing it with the Hiſtory 
of your own Mind, where you ean trace 
the Goddeſs from her Birth, to the full 
Charms of her ripeſt Age. Adieu, my 
Friend, and may ſhe {till attend you thro' 
Life in every Purſuit, whether in Arts, 
Sciences, Morals, or Religion, I am 


2 our, &c. &c. 
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The End of the LETTERS. 
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On Epucarion. : 


IF E, as CRBES * paints it, is a large | 
Manſion, and Infancy the Entrance 
into it, where ten thouſand Fancies and 

Opinions of different Kinds are continu- 
ally waiting to allure every new Comer 
to their reſpective Apartments: tis the 
Duty therefore of Parents, like the good 
Genius he deſcribes, to inform them 
1 | which 


_ ® In the mythological Picture. 
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which of theſe are inveſted with true, and 
which with fallacious Appearances. But 


there is a Defect too often in the Manner 


_ uſed to attain this deſireable End; for 
Auſterity and Rigour are indiſcriminately 
exerted toward the Good and the Bad, the 
Generous and the Froward ; ſo that very 
frequently the Puniſhments which are 


intended to drive them by Force from 


Vice, give them a Diſguſt toVirtue, which, 
properly recommended, has Charms ſuf- 
ficient, when known, to attract the Mind 
without any ſecondary Motive. 

In that polite Age, when Greece was 


in all her Glory, there lived at Athens 


a noble Citizen, named DEMocRkirus, 


whom Affluence of Fortune, Generoſity 


of Temper, and Extent of Knowledge, 
made the Delight of the Poor, an Exam- 
ple to the Rich, a Benefactor to the Diſ- 
treſſed, and an Ornament to his Country. 
Eut amidſt all the Bleſſings Power and 
Virtue could beſtow, he was ſuddenly 
rendered the moſt miſerable of Men, by 
the Death of his Wife As PAS A, who 
dying in Childbed, left him the Conſo- 
lation alone of being Father to an Infant 
which 
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which was a living Image of its deceaſed 
Mother. It was a long time before his 
Philoſophy could get the better of his 
immoderate Grief ; but his Paſſion being 
allayed by degrees, he reſumed the Man, 
and ſubmitted again to the Dictates of 
Reaſon. His Thoughts now wholly turn- 
ed on the Education of his Son EURE“ 
MION (for ſo he called the Boy) whoſe 
very Dawn of Infancy promiſed the great- 
eſt Splendor ; but / conſidering that the 
Vivacity of his Temper would greatly ex- 
poſe him to the Seductions of the World, 
he would often, as the Child fat playing 
on his Lap, mix an anxious Tear with 

the Smiles of paternal Pleaſure, When 
1] EUPHEMI1ON was paſt his Childhood, the 
prudent DEMocRiTvVs thought of an Ex- 
pedient to make Pleaſure the Paſſage to 
Virtue, as Virtue was the only one to real 
Pleaſure ; for knowing, from his own 
paſt ConduR, the Propenſity of Youth to 
Voluptuouſneſs, he made that the En- 
forcement of his Precepts,, which gene- 
rally is the Bane to all Morality. As they 
were walking together in a Gallery of 
Pictures, Behold, my Son, ſays the Fa- 
| | ther, 
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ther, . (obſerving his Inclination to Wo- 
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men). that | Repreſentation of perfect 
Beauty embracing with no ſmall Exſtacy 
a. young. Man that kncels before her. 
Methinks, cries Eupbemion, interrupting 
him, I can read in the Painting the 
greateſt Tranſport of Soul; and ſure he 
has ſufficient Reaſon to appear ſo enrap- 
tured, when the Maſter- piece of Heaven 


is in his Poſſeſſion. Vou ſpeak, conti- 


nues Democritus, as if you envied his Si- 
tuation, and with too much Warmth and 
Enthuſiaſm, of Objects that are ſo eaſily 
to be obtained. To be obtained! repli- 
ed Eupbemion; by what Means, and by 
whom ? If it is in my Power, O tell me 
the Way, for it will make your Son the 
happieſt of Mortals. Alas! faid the 
Father, Gghing, I'm afraid the Impa- 
tience of your Temper will never ſuffer 


you to undergo the Self-denjal and Delay 


that is requiſite before you can arrive at 
ſuch a Height of Felicity. The Boy ſtill 


urging his Requeſt with more Vehemence 


than ever, Democritus began in the fol- 
lowing Manner. Since you preſs me ſo 
earneſtly to in ſtruct you in a Myſtery that 
If obſerved will procure you an Original 
equal 
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equal to that Repreſentation, you muſt be 
very cautious, when once you are initia- 
ted, not to deviate in the leaſt from the 
divine Inſtitution, nor to divulge the Se- 

cret ; for the Delinquent, in ſuch Caſes, 
is always puniſhed with Death, by 
Deity to whom the Temple of thoſe Rites 
are dedicated. The Story then, which 
never is told to any but thoſe who are re- 
ſolved to follow the great Example, is 
this. The young Man you ſee there was 
a Native of Cyprus, who, being extreme- 
ly addicted to Women, fell deſperately in 
Love with an ideal Beauty, the Offspring 
of his own Imagination. As he was fit- 
ting one Day by the' Side of a Fountain, 
ſighing for the viſionary Object of his De- 
fires, he fell aſleep, and dreamt that Di- 
ANA deſcended to him from a Cloud, 
and promiſed him the actual Enjoyment 
of his Wiſhes, provided he retired imme- 
diately to Epheſus, and during the Space 
of four Years lived in Chaſtity, and ap- 
plied himſelf to the Cultivation of his 
Mind, according to the Precepts of Phi- 
loſophy. The Viſion ſeemed fo ſtrong to 
the young Lover, that he complied with 
L%S), SE the 
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the celeſtial Admonition, and baniſhing 
from his Thoughts, as ſoon as poſſible, 
all voluptuous Deſires, he repaired to the 
Place where the Goddeſs commanded 
him to go. At the End of four Years, 
when he had faithfully compleated the 
probationary State, he was tranſported 
back again in his Sleep to the Fountain 
where he firſt ſaw the Deity, and awake- 
ning ſuddenly, found, to his no ſmall 
Surprize, that beautiful Virgin, the Re- 
ward of his Labours, embracing him in 
the Manner deſcribed by the Artiſt. 
This, my Son, afterwards became a re- 
ligious Myſtery, and is, (fince you are ac- 
quainted with the Riſe of it) the Teſt 
which you muſt now inevitably undergo. 
Diveſt yourſelf therefore for a while of 
all the Affections which you have hither- 
to contracted, and vie with the reſolute 
Cyprian, that you may participate his 
Bliſs. EupHEMION, who was all this 
Time attentive to what his Father ſaid, 
could not help exprefling ſome Con- 
cern at ſo ſevere an Injunction; however 
recollecting that he was only to curb his 
Paſſion for the preſent, in order to give a 
* greater 
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greater Looſe to it hereafter, he reſolved | 
from, that Hour to begin t the Trial. 1 
cordingly, at the Age of fiſteen, he reti - 
red from all Objects that might f in the 
leaſt tend to divert his Mind from Philo- 
ſophy. The firſt Vear was ſpent in con- 
tinual Struggles between Paſſion and Rea- 
ſon; the ſecond made his ſolitary Life 
ſomewhat more agreeable ; the third af= 
forded real Pleaſure in the Purſuit, ex- 
cluſive of the Object purſued ; ; and the 
fourth compleated the happy Deluſion, 
to render him, by habitual Study, entire- 
ly Maſter of himſelf. At the Expiration 
of the Term, he ſeemed very little ſollici- 
tous about the Original Inducement; but 
recollecting ſome Circumſtances of the 
promiſed Fair, he enquired of his Father 
one Day, in a ludicrous Manner, when 
he ſhould poſſeſs the Nymph in reward 
of his Labours. To which Democrrrus 
replied: My Son, the Account. I gave 
you of the Cyprian, as you ſeem already 
to underſtand, was entirely fabulous; the 
whole Picture is an ingenious Allegory. I 
uſed this Device to lead you impercepti- 
bly into the Path of true Pleaſure, and to 
1 make 
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make your Life an Explanation of thoſe 
two Figures. The one is ſuppoſed to be 
Happineſs, the Daughter of Yirtue and 
Moderation; the other the Emblem of 
human Life courting her Embrace "win 
ſhe never fails to careſs with mutual Af- 
fection, when condited by her Cefeſtial 
Parents. You expected only A derte 
Pleaſure, asthe Recompence of 3 your 

ſeverance, but are now in Poffefflon of a 
permanent one, that will attend” yo "you 
through Life with e geable Fic be 
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On the Ban of Herr. 


; Agro in 1 ſeneſcit. fa? 


MON the many ingenious Efs 
ſays that have been written upon 
Education, it has often ſurprized me, not 
to find a greater Streſs laid upon the 
Danger of contracting ill Habits, which, 
once acquired, ſurvive the Paſſions which 
originally created them, and even govern - 
Reaſon herſelf, after thoſe rebellious Sub= 
jects have been brought to Obedience. 
Some modern Authors, who have very 
juſtly gained an immortal Reputation by 
their other Writings, have either totally 
neglected this important Point, or ſlightly- 
diſcuſſedit, as a thing little neceſſary, and 
ſubſtituted Phyſical Preſcriptions for the 
Management of the Body, inſtead of Mo- 
ral Precepts for the Improvement of the 
Mind, But even among others, who 
have more judiciouſly treated this Sub- 
ject, and have attended ſolely to the Cul- 

L tivation 


146 5 8 SA \ Y II. 
| tivation of . 8 too little 
Care has been had to the early Manage- 
ment of the Heart, and eſpecially to in- 
fpire it with” a neceſſary MT. againſt 
the Enchantments of Habit. I dare ſay, 
there is no one but ſees, even in the ſmall 
Circle of his Acquaintance, either the 
ridiculous or miſchievous Effects of it ; 
Which, tho' perhaps caſually contracted, 
yet nouriſhed by Ti ime, firſt gains by 
degrees a F amiliarity with the Breaſt, 
and at length uncontrollably uſurp 8 : 
deſpotick Power over Head and Rear. 
Children therefore, whoſe Minds, ke 
Wax, are ſubject to the ſlighteſt Impreſ- 
ſions, every Action ſhould carefully be 
obſerved, and, if frequently repeated (as 
the Repetition of an Action is the tacit 
Approbation of it) it is the principal Dus, 
ty of a Parent to find out the Source, and 
encourage, or reſtrain the Inelination, as 
it agrees with, or deviates from, Virtue. 8 
Antiquity affords two moſt beautiful 
Repreſentations of the Nature of Virtue 
and vicious Pleaſure, and of all the men- 
tal Attendants on both. The one is 
n s Fable of the Choice of 
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Hencurrs, told by So AES, in the 
Memorabilia of XenoPnoN: The other 
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1 of a mythological, Pictute, 
n the eke e 10 Sar URN, invented by 
Crb Es, t lt ban, the Diſciple of So- 
CRATES. The former. paints Virus, 
and LEASURE, in their proper Colours, 
che latter informs us how we are often 
de eived by their fallacious Appearances; 
By W p perſonalizing the Affections of 
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the Mind, brings the whole. Court, as it 
8 201177 * 

ne th, before our Eyes, and then 
inſtructs us! how to ſhun the. Deluſions of, 
= one, and follow the Society. e of the | 
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other to, the Seat of Happineſs. | Upon 
theſe two Plans I have formed a third, on. 


the irreſiſtible F orce of Habit ; 8 which 1 
look £ upon. as a proper Supplement to both, 
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If i it gives either Delight or Inſtruction. | 
to the Reader, his Praiſe i is due to Pro- \ 


23 « £ HOT F 


DICUS, to _ Iam indebted, tho not 
for t for the Invention, yet totally for the alle- 
gorical Deſign. of the Fable. * * call, | 


therefore, on him, as. LUCRETLUS did 


heretofore on his Maſter Ericukus, 


iO 91 
e O Graiæ gentis decus, inque tuis nunt 


Fixa pedum pono prefiis veſtigia ſignis, 
5 L 2 Non 
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Non ita certandi' cupidus, quan propter amorem, 
nnen 1 nol bog tort f 


Hreko#ritvs, an antient King of 
Egypt, in whoſe Reign hieroglyphical 
Learning arrived at its utmoſt Perfection, 
thro which the Youth of the Kingdom 
were inſtructed in the Myſteries of their 
Religion, and the ſocial Duties of Mo- 
rality, had a Son, named Evernes, a 
Prince naturally of the moſt humane and 
benevolent Diſpoſition 3 but being in- 
dued at the ſame time with ſuch violent 
Paſſions, as generally accompany great 
Minds, he was often in his Infancy, ere 
Reaſon had aſſumed her Empire, preci- 
pitated by them into an habitual Fond- 
neſs for thoſe things, that would have 
proved deſtructive to his Happineſs, and 
a like Diſreliſn for others, that were moſt. 
conducive to it. This unhappy Temper, 

no doubt, gave great Uneaſineſs to his 
tender Father, who was not only adored | 
by his Subjects for an impartial Piſtribu- 
tion of Juſtice, and courted, by neigh bour- 
ing Potentates, for his profound Skill i in 
Politicks as a Monarch, but admired by 
all' the eee a his pure Knowledge of 
Religion 


% 
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Religion and Morality, and the exempla- 
ry. Leſſon hg afforded, in his own ſpot- 
leſs Life, of both, as a Man. The good 
old King g, therefore, ſought, by all Me- 
thods, to reclaitn the Iunpetuoſity of his 


Son, before the caſual Turn of Haix 


ſhould have rooted the Weed of Vice too 

deeply into ſo, rich a Soil ever after to be 

eradicated by Wiſdom, It was his daily 
Employment to give the Child the moſt 
pleaſing Ideas of Virtue, under the enter- 
taining Forms of probable Fiction; for 
unadorned Precepts have been found to 
avail little, not only with Children, but 
even with Men, thoſe Children of a 
larger Growth ; when by the pious Fraud 

of a well-told F able they have been im- 
perceptibly deceived into Virtue. How 
ever, EUETHES, tho' he would frequently 
liſten, and improve too by the Docttines 

of his F ather, did as often, thro” his eaſy 

Nature, lapſe. again into dangerous Fol- 
lies; 3. then what he once fixed his Incli- 
nation upon, the Violence of his Paſ- T 


fions urged; him on to purſue with the 


moſt. unremitting Retolution, and Habit 
fill confirmed the Deſire. Nevertheleſs, 
SY his 
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the Treachery of falſe Friends, had + 
the Aſcendant. Such was the Cond 


of this young Egyptian, till he was fix- 
teen Vears old; at which 355 ne 
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When the Day came that was Een 
for that annual Ceremony, Hixkorhi- 
Lus, who was grand Myſtagogue as well 
as King, (for of old the Offices of King 
and Prieſt were united) had contrived a 
particular Apartment in the ſubterrane- 4 
ous Paſſages of the Tewple, in, which, 
after he had ſhewn his Son the uſual Fo 
ſtitutions, and taught him the ſacred | 
Stories, he propoſed to inſtru him i in 
the more intereſting Hiſtory of the human 
Heart. Accordingly EUETHEs, at the 
Time appointed, was led into this Apart- 
ment, attended only by his Father, who 
had been all the Day near him, to ex- 


plain 


. 
plain the diffe rent Forms that preſented 
Keinſelves before him. As ſoon as they 

were ſeated, n ind the Glimmering of a 

Lamp had broke through the Darkneſs 
that efore ſurrounded them, and thrown 
a Parti ctial Light upon a large Paſſage, thro” 

hi ch the Fersen of the Show were 
to | aſs, there appeared a Vouth ſurround- 
ed by a Crowd of different Figures, that 
all ſeemed aſſiduous to take him under 
their Protection. This motley Group 

was led up in two ſeparate Parties, by 
two Leaders of female Forms, who look- 
ed upon each other with the Air of i inve- 
terate Rivalſbip. The one had a looſe, | 
ſmiling Aſpect, fantaſtically dreſſed, and 
adorned all over with Wreaths of Flow- 
ers. | Her Train was compoſed of Boys 
with Bows in their Hands, and Wings | 
on their Shoulders, and a confuſed Crowd | 
of Men and Women of various Com- 

plexions, ſome crowned with Ivy and 
Vine Leaves, and others dancing round 
them with all the rapturous Signs of the 
moſt intoxicating Joy. The other female 
Chieftain had the moſt ſeripus Deport- 
ment, with all the Marks of Royalty in 


EM, L 4 her 


152 E SYS AY II. 

ber Countenance; ſhe was cloathed i n 4 
plain but elegant Robe, which flowed 
grace fully behind her. The Attendants 
imitated her Behaviour, and watched her 


Eye with the moſt dutiful Obſervance, ä 


upon all occaſions. Some had Orovyns 
of Gold upon their Heads; ſome: Hel- 
mets, with Lances in their Hands ; ſome 
bore the Inſtruments of Arts and Scien- 


ces, as Quadrants, Globes, Pencils, Harps, 


Se. ſome carried the ſacred Table of the 
Laws, and others ſeemed engaged in 
conjugal Love, Friendſhip, and other ten- 
der Duties of a more retired, private Life. 
Behind them all there came two Men, 


who ſeemed, by their Likeneſs, in many 


reſpects, to be Brothers, but in others the 
moſt irreconcileable Enemies; the Em- 


ployment of both was to keep together 


to, and to prevent any of that Society 


from mixing with the other. They had 


very venerable Aſpects, and the Influence 
they. poſſeſſed, not only over the Crowd, 
but ſometimes over the Leaders them- 


ſelves, was greatly remarkable. Each 


ho 
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he compelled, if by chance Orcaſion r- 
quired it, the Rebellious to return, and 
copfined them to their Allegiance; the 
one was Iron, which not a little tortured 
and gauled the Wearers; the other Silk, 
with wlüch the Delinquents were gently 
brought back again, and reſigned over to 
the more cogent Bonds of their own Rea- 
ſon.” T was obſervable, however, that few 
or none ever eſcaped the Power of theſe 
aſſiduous Guardians, who at firſt allured 
them into their Service with the Carefles 
of a Patent; and tho the one ſtill conti- 
nued ſuch Behaviour, the other intimi- 
dated them from flying from the Slavery 
with the Menaces of a Tyrant. The 
Vouth, amidſt the Sollicitations of both 
Parties, ſeemed awhile ſuſpended. The 
female Leader of one Side pointed to a 
Temple, painted on the Wall, on the Sum- 

mit of a high and rough Mountain, the 
Aſcent to which was difficult, but the 
Top once attained, the Situation com- 
manded all the Regions round about, and 
afforded the Spectator the moſt delightful 
Proſpect. The other Female endeavoured 

0 divert his Attention from that toil- | 


ſome- 


1 
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eme Purſuit, and directed his Eyes tö 
another Temple that lay in a moſt deli- 


cious Valley, the Inhabitants and Vota- 


ries of which paſſed their Time in the 
moſt pleaſurable Indolence and heart- en- 
feebling Recreations. At length the lat 
ter prevailed, and with no fmall Air of 


Triumph delivered the Vouth over to the 


Guardian of her Attendants, who imme 
diately took him into his Cuſtody. As 


ſoon as this Conteſt was over, there entered 
another Youth of a more reſerved Aſpect, 


and leſs ſanguine Complexion, than the 
former. At his Entrance the two Crowds 
ſwarmed round him, as they had done by 
the other, and after the ſame warm Con 
tention the other Party prevailed in its 
Turn, and delivered him over to the 
more parental Tuition of their reſpective 
Guardian. After this mutual Succeſs 
the whole Group diſappeared, and led 
off their new Votaries. The Partition, 
like 2 Theatrical Scene, then opened, 
and diſcovered behind an illuminated 
Grove. Each Party entered afreſh from 
different Sides of the Plain, and took" 


their allotted Station. The firſt Vouth, 
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da en entered into the Series of that 


0 with his Company, a6 expreſſed his Joy 


in irregular Sallies of unnatural Laughter, 
and other Demonſtrations of Rapture 
and Exſtacy. The other, with a moſt 
ſtudious Attention to the Inſtruction of 
his Companions, decently denoted the 
calm Satisfaction of his Mind in a ſilent 
Admiration of their Precepts. Whilſt 
both were differently employed, a beauti- 
ful Woman, arrayed in White, deſcended 
from above, and waving a golden Wand, 
the whole Scene was inſtantly changed. 
The left ſide of the Grove, which was 


poſſeſſed by thoſe noiſy Votaries of / airy: | 
Joy, withered away into the moſt wintry, 
melancholy Proſpe& ; inſtead of Looks 


of Gaiety, and the Sound of Rejoicing, 
nought appeared but Viſages of Deſpair, 
and nought was heard but the Lamenta- 
tions of Anguiſh. The betrayed Youth, 
the former Votary of theſe Plains, af- 
frighted at this ſudden and horrid Alte- 
ration, was immediately preparing to 


make his Eſcape, when the Guardian, as 


before deſcribed; attended by a Train of 


* aa . : 
5 „s N rf 
che moſt death Aike Pigures, bound bim 
dowyn with his iron Chain, for ever to be 
tormented at the Foot of the Seat of his 
deluſive, deſtructive Goddefs. On the 
other hand, the oppoſite Groves bloomed | 
afreſh with vernal V erdure, Content and | 
CORES. Happineſs appeared i in the Faces of all, F | 
and the prudent Youth, who had made | 
ſo good a Choice, with filial Reverence 
and Pleaſure walked by the Side of his 
faithful Guardian, and gratefully paid a a 
5 willing Obedience at che Tide of his 
5 beneficent Goddeſs. As ſoon as this Re. 
preſentation was over, Evernss, .with - 
the livelieſt Emotion, aſked his Father 
the Explanation of the whole Myſtery ; A 
but before the good 61d King could make 
him an Anſwer to his firſt Queſtion, he 
added, with Tears in his Eyes, muſt that 
unfortunate Vouth be doomed to Miſery J 
for ever? Alas ! forever, replied Hixko- 
"PHIL us; but if, my Son, you'll be atten- | 
tive to the Account, and ſuſpend your 
fruitleſs Grief to the Concluſion, it will, 
perhaps,” fully repay your Trouble, 55 : 
teachyou the true Road to Happineſs, by | 
5 * the Etrors of others. This 
then 
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then 1 is an Explanation of the. fictitious 
Scene before you. The large Paſſage. 
you f firſt ſaw, repreſents Lars, the firſt 
Youth Juſt entering into, it, prone to li- 
bidinous Thoughts ; ; the ſecond, another 
inclined to virtuous Purſuits. The two 
Females, attended and habited different - 
ly, were VIRTUE and PLEASURE; and. 
the two Men of fraternal Likeneſs, who 
compelled the Atttendants of both ta. 
keep their Allegiance. to their reſpeftive 
Miſtreſſes, were GooD-HABIT and ILL», 
HABIT, who (according to the allegori-- 
cal Genealogy of our EGYPTIAN Fore- 
fathers) were the Offspring of Chance, 
begot upon COMPLEXION, and carefully 
foſtered by Time in the Cave of Cox 
STANCY. The beautiful Woman array- 
ed in White was Truth, the Touch of 
whoſe Wand no Falſhood can ende 
but returns by. Force, however diſguiſed, | 
immediately to its own Likeneſs. Pe 
haue ſeen the falſe, ſeducing PILES 
of v1 vicious Pleaſure, and the mnelanetialy:;! : 
Conſequences of yielding to her Allure- 
ments ; you have ſeen that her Follow... 1 
ers, b bowever for a while they may aſſume 
| | the 
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how ca poMble it is for a Welch to ag 
tricate himſelf out of this miſerable $82 
ciety, when Itr-HaziT, their cohſtank 
Attendant, has bound him down with 
that irrefragable Chain of Iron. The 
Horrid Aſpect of that Tyrant will, T hope, : 
deter you as much from giving way to 
the Seductions of Vice, as the parentil 
Fondneſs of GoOoD-HABIT wilt induce 
you to become a Votary toVirtue. This, 
my Son, though embelliſhed by Fiction, 
is a true Hiſtory of the human Mind ; 
ſo far was my Duty to inform, the reſt 
is yours to execute. He was going on, 
when EUETHEs eagerly interrupted 
him: O my Father, how ſhall I ever 
repay this freſh Inſtance of your pater- 
nal Love, and now ſucceſsful Diligence 
to fave me from that irredeemable 
Gulph of Miſery, in which my Paſſions 
had almoſt plung'd me! | Yes, certainly, 
'tis my indiſpenſible Duty, as well as In- 
tereſt, to put in practice ſuch ſacred Leſ- 
ſons of Morality; and the Pleaſure of 

* 
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n future Life thall confiſt alone in ben 
coming, as near as I am able, an Exams 
ple of thoſe Precepts you haye often ſo 
divinely inculcated. | The young Prince 
fully performed. his Promiſe, and tho' the 
natural Violence of his Temper, would 
ſometimes at firſt a little ſway. him to- 
wards Pleaſure, an habitual Perſeverance. 
in Virtue at length totally overcame his 
Paſſions, and he lived to verify, in his 
own. Character, the Doctrine of HIERO- 
PHII. vs, that the Power of HABT, either 
good or ill, triumphs over all Things. 
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HERE is no Study ſo 1 1008808 
and entertaining to the Human 
Mind, as an Enquiry into the final Cauſe 
of all rational Pleaſure; to trace to its 
Source the Reaſon why Matter acts in 
ſuch various Ways thro the Inlets of the 


Senſes upon the Underſtanding, and affords 


ſuch infinite Delight to the intermediate 
Powers of Inagination. By reaſoning 
thus from the Effect to the Efficient, we 


naturally become acquainted with the 
Conceptions of the great Au THOR of all 


Things; we transfer as it were the Ex- 
cellence of his Works into our Manners, 
and grow imperceptibly Good and Virtu- 
ous (which is moral Comelineſs) by be- 


ing 
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ing familiarized to the Beauty of exter- 
nal Objects. Nature, the Subſtitute of 
Heaven, agreeable to the Divine Attri- 
butes, has calculated all Things for unĩ- 
verſal Convenience; every Being that 
obeys Her Dictates partakes of the gene- 
ral Good, and the Deviation alone from 
them conſtitutes particular Evil; ſo that 
Vice in Morals is deſtructive to Pleaſure, 
and Diſorder in Matter cancels Beauty. 
Nature therefore, in the Enquiry con- 
cerning Good and Beauty, which I ſha 

prove to be the fame, muſt be the Crits- 
rion to go by. Enter into the Schools 
of the Painters and Sculptors, aſk upon 
what Rules their Skill is founded, and 
what declares the Perfection of their Per- 
formances? The Artiſts will tell you, 
that ſuch a Statue or Picture has no in- 
trinſic Beauty in itſelf, but is relative 
to another Object, the Similitude to 
which is made the Venus of the Art; the 
Thing therefore repreſented regulates our 
Eſteem. Whence then does that derive 
this primary Excellence? From itſelf 
without any Reference to remoter Be 
N wo,” SU! Every Object 
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round has a Share, and it is more or leſs 
Good and Beautiful, as it correſponds to 


them, and they to others to Infinity. 


Whatever then is proportionable and har 


monious, is good; every thing that is ſo, 
is natural; we judge of Beauty by Na- 
ture, conſequently Good and Beauty are 


the ſame. Thus we form our Opinion 
of an Image. Every Limb and Feature 


ought to agree with the whole in Size, 
Age, Sex, Fe. and this is called Symme- 


try; this Symmetry is moſt perfect when 


made for the Uſe and Strength of the 


Species, and that Uſe produces Beauty. 


It is the ſame not only thro all the Arts 


may be perceived too in Characters and 
Manners; for what is Virtue but moral 


Proportion, and the juſt Performance of 


the Part in Society aſſigned you to act, 
without Diminution or Addition? Eve- 
ry one who forms his Life upon this 
Plan, may truly be ſaid, without ſtrain- 


ing Language, to live beautifully. It now 


ö 


„ 


remains to be enquired, tho Good and 
Beauty are the fame, why they affect the 
Mind with Pleaſure, and from whence 


ariſes: 


and the original Ohjects of Nature, but 


ariſes that Diſguſt at Evil and Deformi · ; 
ty; for there is in both Caſes an inſtan+ 
taneous Effect, exoluſive of Reflection. 
There is in Human Nature a Power inde- 
pendent of the reſt, called the Internal 
Senſe, all perfect and harmonious, which, 
as ĩt proceeds from the Fountain of Good, 
remains for ever pure and untainted. 
External Beauty, being the infallible and 
inſeparable Companion of Good, bears a 
fraternal Likeneſs to that mental Come- 
lineſs or Order; and as'a Note on one 
Lute being touched, the Uniſon of an- 
other, tho unmoved, will anſwer to it, 
ſo the ſimilar Perfection within is reſpon- 
five to that outward Proportion; and 
Diſguſt in like manner is created by an 
analogous Diſcord that Evil and Dęfar- 
mity bear to the virtuous and beautiful 
Propenſity of the Soul. I doubt not but 
it will be objected, that there are many 
who deviate from this Rule in their Ac= 
tions, to whom Vice in Morals, and 
_ monſtrous Appearances in Nature, ſeem + | 
delightful. But let us conſider, that this 
2 4 from the Deception of F aney 3, 
WIR Dy M . the 
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the Internal Senſe always judges right, 
according as Things are repreſented ; and 
it would be as Juſt to blame the natural 
Eye, when (as we read in fabulous Ac- 
counts) it miſtakes a Deſart for a Para- 
diſe, converted by a Magician, as to 
think the intellectual one deficient, when 
deceived by that Sorrereſs; for by her 
Wand the Monſtrous is changed into the 
' Wonderful and New, and Vice becomes 
Eaſe, Pleaſure, and Power. I ſhall have 
recourſe to the following Fable more ful- 
7 to illuſtrate theſe Tread,” 


As the Human 80“ was juſt entered 
into that State we call Life, and was 


wandering in Search of Happineſs, two 


Females appeared of different Forms. 
The One was called Evil, or Deformity, 
. the Daughter of CHAos, the Offspriag 
of the Furies; the other Good, or Beauty, 
the Daughter of Nature, the Offspring of 
the Gods. The Former, to conceal the' 
Uglineſs of her Perſon, had borrowed all 
the Ornaments PL.uTvs could beſtow, 
and was aſſiſted by a delulive Glaſs that 


'F ang 


4 


1 vi; 


1 - 


1141 . 461 - 


E 8 8 AY III. 165, 


Fancy held before her. The Latter 
wore the Garments of | Simplicity, and 
was ſupported by Truth. As ſoon as 
the Firſt ſaw. the young Stranger, ſhe 
ran and addreſſed him in the follow- 
ing Manner: How fortunate, O 
« Youth, are you to meet me, who. 
« am come to conduct you to the Pa- 
a lace of Happineſs ! In yonder Plain, 
« where all the Riches of the Eaſt are 
<6 laviſhly beſtowed, the Goddeſs re- 
« ſides; ſhe is; conſtantly attended by 
<« the Loves and Graces, and their Mo- 
« ther, the fair VoLuPIia, offers her 
„ downy Couch to the Votaries to reſt 
on, whilſt Baccuvs preſents his Cup 
of Delight: Power ſtands at her right, 


66 Hand, and Grandeur at her Left, and 


« the Frowns of Care, and Wrinkles 


« of Induſtry, are baniſhed the joyful. 


Regions.“ When ſhe had done ſpeak- 


ing. the Vouth turned his Eyes, and 


heheld a ſtately Building of an Afatic 
Order; Satyrs, Mermaids, and Beaſts of 
heterogeneous Kinds ſupported the Roof, 
and all the Ornaments were ſuch as ne- 
ver exiſted but in a wild Dream. But 
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what atträcted his Attention tlie moſt, 
Was the inebriated Pleaſure that appear- 
ed through the vaſt Concourſe of People 
of all Sorts that attended the pretend- 
ed Deity; ſome expreſſed uncommon 
Tranſport in the Poſſeſſion of a Scep- 
tre, others ſhewed Signs of greater Rap- 
ture in the Arms of a beautiful Wo- 
man, and many yawned out a more 


indolent Satisfaction in a Poſture of 


Repoſe. As he was beholding this 
Group of Figures, the other Female 
came up, and feeing him not a little 
«omg with his Proſpect, * Behold, faid 


* faid the, I am the only Parent of 


* Happineſs ; let not the falſe Appear- 
* ance of that Impoſtor delude you in- 
& to Miſery.” Upon faying which, her 
Attendant Truth ſtruck the Palace with 
her Wand, whoſe Touch no Falſhood can 
bear, and immediately the ſtately Domes 
were turned into a frichtful Ruin; what 
before appeared the Reſidence 'of Plea- 
jure, ſeemed then the Court of Diſeaſe ; 


the Laughs of Riot became the Groans 


of Anguiſh; Power, that looked fo al- 


— 


Juring 
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luring and majeſtic, was ſunk into Ty- 
_ ranny,” with Scorpions in her Boſom 
i that ſtung her to Diſtraction; all the 
reſt underwent an equal Change, and 
appeared in their proper Shapes. The 
| Youth immediately abaſhed and fright- 
ened, fled from this horrid Company, 
and ſought for Safety in the Arms of 
his Protectreſi, who taking him by 
the Hand, and chearing him with her 
Smiles, reſumed her Speech to him as 
follows: See, faid ſhe, the Inchant - 
« reſs and her helliſh Crew are vaniſh- 
+06 there is nothing more to fear. 1 
„ am the Guardian Genius of this 
« Place, and never fail to guide thoſe 
« who ſeek. me, to the Temple of true 
ce Happineſs. That Goddeſs is not at- 
« tended. as you lately imagined, nor 
« ſurrounded by Noiſe and Riot, but 
. « ſits enthroned in the ſilent Vale of So- 
KC litude, where Peace and Contemplation: 
« adminiſter unto her, and the laurelled 
« Siſterhood of Art and Science celebrate 
% her Praiſe. There the lovely Family - 
« of Social Virtues dwell, and their great 
16 Parent Charity, perpetually exerciſes 
"X 111 


«them in their heavenly Duty; Health 
tc and Order guard the Altar, and Con- 


« Votaries.” 
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On SELF-LOVE. Pn 
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FH EN I conſider. the — 
Propenſity of human Nature to 
Good, I am often greatly ſurprized how 
the Power of Education is able to ſub- 
vert it; but it raiſes my Indignation, 

that Superſtition and idle Legends can 
caſt ſuch a Film over the Intellectual Eye, 
as to render it in a great meaſure inca- 
pable of extending its View beyond the 
little circumſcribed Limits of what be- 
longs merely to Man. Tis this Counter- 
Knowledge that makes us by degrees 
become ſelfiſh and unſocial, by confining 

the Deſign and Benevolence of Provi- 
dence to a Part of the Univerſe, which 
in compariſon to the whole Syſtem, is 
no more than a ſingle Grain of Sand to 
the Earth itſelf ; for when once we have 
begun to exclude our Planet by Superi- 
ority from the reſt, and to regard the 

other Luminaries as exiſting only to ſerve 


* 
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ours, we preſently proceed to bring the 
Thought nearer Home, by looking upon 
the Country we caſually were born in, 
then the Family we come from, and at 
length, ourſelves alone, as the principal 
Object of divine Care. This is the Bane 
of all Morality, and from this plentiful 
Source of Evils flow Pride, Ll-Narure, 
and that Parent of active Vices, Unchari- 
Yrableneſs. Contrary Thoughts therefore 
muſt be produquve of contrary Effects; 
and I dare ſay, every one who has experi- 
enced the Light of uſeful Learning and 
true Religion, will agree with me, that 
nothing tends more to better the Heart, 
as ne; as enlarge the Underſtanding, than 
to carry our Thoughts as far as we are 
able into Immenſity, and to meditate on 
the Attributes of the Deity. from whom 
all Wiſdom proceeds, and in whom i it ends; 
which will neceſſarily lead us to conſider 
the whole Solar Syſtem as na more than 
a fingle Atom in Subjection to the uni- 
. verſal Plan of divine Government | What 
then is Man l- The Arabians, who con- 
vey all their Learning, their moral and 
4 _ Precepts, through Fables, relate 
the 
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FE tlie Vini, 31th 
There lived 4 in che Vale of Noritæ, 2 
ee named Ak ATL A, ho by the 5 
Power of a Taliſman could convert any 
Animal whatſoever into another of adif- 
ferent Species. His Life being as pure 
as his Knowledge was extenſive, he pre- 
 ſently became famous over the hole 
Eaſt, and all the Vouth of the adjacent 
Countries came to him for Inſtruction. 
Among the reſt, the Son of the King of 
Dbebet was placed by his Father under the 
Taition of this celebrated Philoſopher. 
MonoPraz, for that was the Name of 
the young Prince, was of a proud, ſelfiſh, 
and cruel Diſpoſition; he looked upon 
the other Nations of the Earth, as tribu- 
tary Vaſſals to his Power, and upon his 
Father's Subjects, as the abject Slaves of 
His Pleaſure. KAL APHAS, the good ald 
King, who tenderly loved his People-as a 
Parent, would often lament within him 
ſelf the terrible Proſpect they had before 
them, when he anticipated the Calami- 
ties that were ne; to enſue after his 
Death, 


* 
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Dei) under the Reign of his Sucoeſlor, 
however that nothing ſhould be wanting 
to contribute to their Welfare, or that of 
his- Son, he took all the Methods poſſi» 
ble to render the young Prince more hu- 
mane and tractable; but when nothing 
availed, heat laſt determined to ſend him. 
as abovementioned, to the great Philoſo- 
pher and Magician AKALLAH. Ac 
cordingly when MoNorHAZ Was arrived. 
at a little. Village, where the Pupils. of 
Diſtinction generally reſided, "he ſent to, 
command the Preceptor to come to bim. 
Ax ALTA, who both knew by his Art, 
and was previouſſy informed of the Tem- 
| per of his royal Diſciple, told the Meſſen- 
ger, that though his Birth and Fortune 
ſet a Diſtinction between him and the reſt 
of Mankind, yet Wiſdom claimed a Su- 
periority by Nature over all; and though 
the Prince of Thebet had been aceuſtom- 
ed to command the Great ones of the 
Earth, it was now his Turn to obey, and 
attend the Will of his Maſter, ;, As ſoon 
as Monoenaz received this Meſſage, | 
which breathed 2 Spirit of Liberty and 
rb. more than what he had been 


uſed 
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uſed to, he Was greatly enra agair 
the Herinit, and tepairing to his Cave | 5 
with the Servants that attended him, re- 
ſol ved to make the good old Man fall a 
Victim tg his Reſentment. N 
being apprized of the young Prince's 
| Deſign, waited patiently. for his coming, 
upon whoſe Appearance with a drawn 
Sword in his Hand, he touched the Ta- 
liſman, and MoNoPHAZ was inſtantly 
metamorphoſed into an Emmet. The 
Attendants, upon the ſudden Diſappear- 
ance of their Maſter, were greatly aſto- 
niſhed; which the Hermit perceiving 
Ko Behold aid he, pointing to the 
Ground, that Inſect which you / Il 
«crawling on the Earth, was once No- 
% N AZ, your Lord, who was to reign \ 
* uncontrollable over the Lives of . 
«« Yons, but is now reduced, by the 
«« Power of the Almighty, to lie with” 
« Reptiles in the Duſt; for before hit 
Preſence who created every Being for 
« univerſal Good, and not ſelfiſh De- 
40 light, the greateſt Monarch up ont = 
«© Globe is no more than the Ta 
« Mote flattering in the ' Meridian Sas Sun. 
(1990 DEM STR PRA TEE STT een ee Leun 7 
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e Learn hence, continued he, young 
Prince (looking down upon the Em- 
* met) that thoſe alone are diſtingaiſhed 
hy his preſent and future Favour, wWwhe 
«correſpond with his great Defigu of 
«© promoting the Good of all his Crea- 
«tures, and guide their Lives by the 
« unerring Dictates of Reaſon; and the 
tender Suggeſtions of Humanity. Tis 
« in my Power, whom you lately fo 
t threatned in your Wrath, to make you 
continue in this Body, as a Puniſh- 
* ment for the raſh Attempt ; but as 1 
E perceive by my Art, that there will 
„ be à thorough Reformation 6f your 
„Mind with the Change of your Shape, 
And that your future Conduct will be 
% both a Bleſſing to yourſelf and the 
e reſt of Mankind; you fhall imme- 
«© diately be conveyed back again in 
1 | your own F orm, with your Attend- : 
«ants, to the Court of your Father at 
„ Theber.” Having faid this, Ax AEL An 
touched the Taliſman, by which Mo xo- 
PHAZ found himſelf where the Magician 
proiniſed to convey him; and being 


convinced, by this Experiment, of the 
| Weakneſs 


n 


* 


. 


. 
& 


I 
an, in 


4 
i . 
; = 
terwards, by his Exam 
oodneſs to 
* 
% 
* 
F 
. 
* 
. 
* 


7 
: | 
. = 
WM. 
KLE 5 be 
9 
N 13 
4 
* % 
- 
= 
* 4.7 
* 
1 
- 
* 
. 
” 
» 
” 


8 


of 1 


* 
— 


* 


eakneſs and Inſufficiency, 


7. 
$ 
>. F 
* 
L3 
/ 
* 
* 


— 


* 


* 


4 
: 


ept,of A. 
x 
1 
14 
3 
1 


on to the Power 


* 


aft 
. 


P 


* 
# 
2 
* 
V. 
£ 
* 
” 
« 
+ 
. 
* 
* 
's 


" 


tl - 
— 

6 $ 
ay 4 PH * 
. 

N 
ry 3 
w—_ * 
® 

*+ 
* 
7 
* 
oy 
$15; 
A 
| 
8 
# * 
* 

1 
* 
= 

* 
* 

* 

= 

. 
LY 
- 


living 


x" * 1 276 1 2 7 
r e in ghignt en r m9 


br 'S "A i bus Vane 


- WE 57 FANS & As 145 E "YC Fj 5 SIC N. 4 10 
On Fave and Parsz” RELIGION, 
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Cum her res in „ Pihl neguaguam 
atis adbuc explicatæ Junt, tum perdiffi- 
cilis, Brute, quod tu minime ignoras, & 
perobſcura guæſtio off de Natura De- 

. rum: guæ ad agnitionem animi pul- 

F aherrima eft, & ad PAGING To 

ai axcoforet.. 7 ﬀ 55 11 61 

'M ; aw. de Nat. Dear, 
* F all the Sola which e 

Creator has beſtowed upon Man- 
kind, the early Love and Admiration of 
his Perfections, which he implanted in 


1s, called RELICGIOx, is the moſt de- 


Heh tful; for what can more exhilarata 
Eife than the conſtant Exerciſe of © win 
tional Faculties, in con templatin g 

the Attributes of an Almighty EY 
whoſe Power is guided by univerſal Be. 
nevolence? Nothing upon Earth can be 
more N — a « Worltip of this 
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Sort, where Gratitude leads us to the 
Shrine, and the Wings of Hope and 
Peace protect us. Such a Religion does 
not conſiſt in external Rites and the ho- 
ly Trumpery of Eccleſiaſtical Ceremo- 
nies, in the ſuppliant Fawn of Sacerdotal 
Grimace, nor the unintelligible Jargon 
of Hierarchical Riddles, but in the pure 
Obedience of the Heart to the Will of 
Him who created every thing to co- ope- 
rate in the univerſal Harmony of Na- 
ture: Theſe Thoughts form us betimes 
to the ſtricteſt Rules of moral Beauty; 
they poize the Mind in the Balance of 
Juſtice, and open the Heart for the Re- 
ception of the cœleſtial Family of C 
rity. Here Contentment ſits. on her 
Throne, ſupported by Reaſon and Inno- 
cence; and Happineſs, her Offspring, ef- 
fuſes her divine Influence around the 
Scene. Theſe are the inſeparable Com- 
panions of true Religion. But what 
compoſes the Train of Superſtition? A. 
far different Groupe of Figures. Remorſe,. 
mental Perturbation, Fear, and Malice; 
and I am inclined to think, if it had not 
been for the Aſſiſtance of this Dæmon, 
the, natural Propenſity of Mankind to 


N Good, 
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Good, is ſo great, chat aMultitade toge- 


ther, never could have been guilty of 


theſe innumerable Cruelties which ſtain 
the Annals of all Ages. There is no- 
thing ſo barbarous, nothing ſo unnatural 
but Superſtition can convert into Duty. 

We read in holy Writ, that twas a Reli- 

Zious Ceremony of the Prieſts of Mor on 
to ſacrifice Children to their Deity ; and 


numberleſs are the Paſſages in profane 


Writers, of the bloody Effects of Pagan 
Idolatry, beſides all the domeſtick Cala- 
. mities, Injuries, and Immoralities of pri- 


vate Life; and all theſe accrued from 


the falſe Opinions the Perpetrators enter- 
tained of the Deity. For as tis natural 


to imitate the Objects of our Admiration, 


if He was painted by their Prieſts, @ re- 
vengeful, lufiful, ill-diſpaſed Being, *twas 
no Wonder the Votaries followed the 


high Example, and became at length ſo 


perfect i in all Kinds of Wickedneſs. Of 
this Stamp was the Heathen Jove, whb, 
according to the Holy Legends. of ancient 
Paganiſm, began his Reign with dethro- 


ning his Father, and made it afterwards 


one continual Scene of Inceſt, Adu 


H 
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ah. N veiy Peper Ob fes Ades 
1 be ning the great Light of the Heathen 

World, in the Dialogue entitled Butry- 
pbon, "Introduces a Man going to proſt · 
eute his own Father, who being reptoved 


by SockAr zs for his Impiety, replics, 
Fupiter, who ir acknowledged by all Men to 
be tbe juſteſt of the Gods, bound bis Fatber 
in Chains for à criminal Attion.” From 
vhich he implied, it was lawful and right 
for him to do ſo too. TERENCE reproves 
tacitly” the erroneous Worſhip: of his 
Country, in one of his Comedies, by ma- 
king ayoung Debaucbee approve of his own 
| dangers it the Example of peer | 
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. af bb gaudebat mihi, 


Dem ſeſe in hominem mann. e Wike 
* teg ulas Wy 97 
Mende clanculum per e —— | 
At quem Deum? qui templa Czli ſonitu concutit. 

g 1 ws ar yes non facerem ?— — 


Yo Such. no doubt, would be the confo- 
latory way of Reaſoning for all who were 
Willing to give a looſe to their Neſires, 
0 1 are Miſchiefs of a very inferior 
o thoſe that have ariſen. from. Myſ- 

— Oh, of the Nature of God. 
* m this Source ſprung the wild. En- 
N 2 thuſiaſin 
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thuſtaſm of ARABIA, whoſe Votaries 
made Perſecution the Inſtrument of Re- 
ligion, and ſprinkled the holy Way to 
Paradife with the Blood of Millions 
Their great Prophet himſelf gave a Sane- 
tion to Murder and Robbery; and taught 


his Diſciples, that the ſureſt Way to gain 


the Favour of ALL An, was to triumph 
in the Death of Unbelievers-. The Dag⸗ 
ger of Maſſacres he called the 8 word of 
Heaven; and fo intoxicated the Brain of 


a pleaſurable and libidinous People with 


the Hopes of a ſenſual Futurity, as a Re- 
ward for Crimes which otherwiſe would 
have ſhocked: human Nature, that they 
ruſhed forth from their Deſerts like a Tor- 


rent, and bore down the Kingdoms of the 


Earth, by the ſcarce interrupted Courſe 
of their barbarous Enthufiaſm. I with 
now J eculd not add, that the pureſt Re- 
ligion the World ever knew, had been 
made the innocent Cauſe of almoſt equa] 


Cruelties, and that the Deſigns of wicked 


Men had too much prevailed under-the 
miſtaken Notions of its divine Precepts. 
One would imagine, that ſuch were en- 
Jonny” to fulfil literall y what the 
5 bleſſed 


* 
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bleſſed Founder propheſied figurativelyz 
Think not thut I am come to ſend Peace. 


en Earth, but u Sword. implying, that 


every new Doctrine would meet with 


Oppoſition. But the ſavage Bigotry af 


inhuman Believers have, as it were, prac · 
tically: verified this Sentence, and con- 
verted the Temple of Paace ine the en 
of Deſruction. How repugnant a Pro- 
_ ceeding this to thoſe cœleſtial Inſtitu- 
tions, whictt form the fineſt Syſtem of 
Morality Mankind ever was acquainted 


every active Virtue, Charity. The Teſts. 
thetefore: of Religion, are Benevolence 
and Reaſon; whatever is productive of 
the one, and conformable to the other, 
is certainly true; and whatever is oppo- 


fite to either, is as ſurely Impoſture. As 


Reaſon is the great Inveſtigator of Truth, 


nothing has done more Service to Chri- 


ſtianity, than a free Enquiry into jts 


exclaim/ againſt a Proceeding ſo worthy 


the Nature of Man, and agreeable. to the 


Ile © N 3 | Will 
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Mercy, and above all, what comprehends. 


Doctrines; which makes -me. ſurpriſed 
toqhear daily fo. many ignorant Zealots 
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Will of the ſupreme Being. Would they: 
have us totally lay aſide, for the Sake of 
Faith, that firſt great Gift of God, Rx 
S0W if ſo, they place the moſt pure 


Religion upon a Footing with the groſs: 
ſeſt Idolatry; and in that Caſe; the cas! 


ſual Circumſtance of being born and 
educated among Hidiant, would have ſub- 
jected us to the Worſhip of their imagi· 
nary Deities. FPhey reply to this, as 
ſeveral: Tenets. / they could nt defend, 
ligiom upon a very poor Foundation; to 
take every thing fon granted that is taught 
them, without any. farther Examination 
Jantum opinid præjudicata poterat, ut eti- 
am ſine ratione baleret autforitas. [ CI. 
ds Nat. Deor.] How many are there of 
theſe who emplby their acquired Know- 
ledge, not to ſearch after Trutb, but to 
defend what they would believe! But as 


Morality, as well as Religion, depends\ 


upon the true Knowledge of the Deity 
(for as the great Father of Wiſdom ob- 
ſerves, ( All our Endoauvours are to be 
able") the 

greateſt 
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greateſt Men of all Ages have made it 
the principal End of their Studies to be- 
come icquainted with his Wilk and At- 
tributes. Should any one ſay, that the 
holy Seriptures are ſufficient-to teach us 
this | neceſſary Truth, I ſhould anſwers 
that I grant they are beyond any Diſpute; 
as they were written by his Inſpinatiday- 
and were the only Revelation he ever 
made to Mankind. But before weaken: 
to this, tis our previous Duty to examine 
ſtrictly whether they are really ſo or not? 
and whether ſuch nene agree 
"= to his all perfect Attributes; other 
wiſe, right or wrong, e the great 
eſt Affront to our Creator, by taking that 
upon Truſt, which ought to be the Sub- 
ject of our mature Deliberations. That 
great Philoſopher, who among the Mo- 
derns defended Chriſtianity with the 
faireſt as well as ſtrongeſt Arguments, 
ſays, [Her Lock an the buman Under 
fadridingh He that believes without 
it but neither ſeeks Truth as he ought, 
nor pays the Obedience due to his 
$159.65: 5 N 4 mM „Maker, 
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e Maker, whd would have him uſe thoſe 
* diſcerning Faculties he has given him 
to keep him out of Miſtake and Error. 
He that does not this to the beſt of 
his Power, however he ſbmetimes 
lights on Fruth, is in the right by 
4 Obance; and I know! notiwhethet the 
Luckineſs of the Accident will ęxcuſt 
«the Irregularity of the Proceeding. 
This at leaſt is certain, that he is ac- 
countable for whatever Miſtakes he runz 
into; whereas, he that makes uſe of 
* the Light and Faculties God has given 
him, and ſeeks ſincerely to diſeover 
Truth by thoſe Helps and Abilities he 
has, may have this Satisfaction in doing 
his Duty as a Rational Creature; that 
though he ſhould miſs Fruth;heowwill 
ght miſs the Reward of it: For he 
4 governs his Aſſent right, and places it 
tas he ſhould, who in any Caſe or Mat. 
according as Reaſon directs him. He 
t that does otherwiſe, tranſgreſſes againſt 
I chis own Light; and miſuſes thoſe Fa- 
£-culties, which were given him to no 
#4 other End, but to ſearch and follow 
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*the-zlearan Rridesce and great e- 
H bability. -- When Faith is 
lated it betomes an; earthly Anticipa- 
tion of Immortality ; it ſosthes the Papgs 
of Misfortunes, and moderates the Plex 
ſures ↄf Ptoſperity, otherwiſe often- 
times too powerful for the human Rrenſt. 
For by encouraging and entertaining us 
with the Hopes: of more reſined and per- 
manent Joys than we can comprehend at 
preſent, it makes us, as far as our Natures 
will admit of, indifferent to the caſual 
Bot of our tranſitory State, and gives us 
below a Reliſh for the Pleaſures. above. 
I ſtill continued ruminating on this: 
Subject, and now and then, to alleviate 
my Mind, caſt my Eye on the above 
mentioned Philoſopher, till I went to 
Beds where in my Sleep, after hawing 
been hurried thro many romantic Ad- 
following / more regular Dream, ariſing, 
Iſuppoſe, from the contraſted Notions I 
————— 1 
r mb >| 
or e Shadows.of our waki Thoughts 
e roſe; — 


, 


4 


àNumbet more of the ſame Species with 


1% E SMI V. I 
calleis, which was only light enough to 
— — 
the War of Elements ceaſed; and as it 
were hy Magic, each rætiring to a proper 
Place, formed a moſt beautiful Creation. 


* — —— —— uns; 
knowing towhat End I was placed: there 


and how I ought to act in order to dontri 
bute, ag much. as lay in me, to the Har- 
many of the Whole; methought a Being, 
unknown. Regions, and to inſtructime in 
che Natute i of vrhatever I ſaw. Her 
Rabes. were like a Winter's Cloud tinged- 
with Darkneſs; her Aſpect was gloommy 
ani penſive, and every Matk of a 
Qian i appeared upon her. By this Tithbe 


myſelf — Rena * 
ahey her, anilibelioue: herdofiedfiiohey. 
„ 
226 e 


my- making ſome Hefitation to join the 
Crowd, ſhe: immediately put on ſuch a 
Frown of Terror, that my Blood ran chill 
to my Heart; the Slaves of her Retinue 
too; though ſecretly averſe to her Tyran 
ny, joined the Menaces that were made 
againſt me, till the Fear of being left de 
ſolate and alone, made me add one more 
to the unhappy N umber. We had no 
proceeded many Paces, before another 
Angel appeared to us, whoſe Aſpect vas 
8 Demeanor was open 
atſul, and ber Garments wore - 
thevnfullicd Brightneſs of Heaven, Our 
Eyes were iniſtantly fixed on this lovely 
Object, and Joy began to inſpire our 
Hearts. As ſoon as the A poſtate Siſter 
vvho enthralled us, ſaw this Mini ſtreſs of 
Herfists⸗ ſhe filled the Air with ai Miſt 
ſtructed our Sight, and we could 
beibizenpndemfünptnet more; but a 
Refolbtioniis: # Guide tor Truth; Ian 
dreleft this ſeeming Sorcereſs 
and with a loud Voice implored the Af”. 
ae of that other cchleſtial Being. 
= Our 


. 
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Our Prayers were heard, and the Air to 
our Sight grew ſerene and clear again; 
though the veſt of our late Fellow-Suf- 
ferers; who:durſt not relinquiſſi their Er. 
tors thro Fear, ſtill remained under the 
Enchantment." Our great Protectreſ ap- 
peured again to- us, and ſpoke in the fol- 
lowing Manner: Happy are you, O 
Mortals, to eſcape from that fell Im- 
Eipoſtor, who uſurps my Likeneſs an 
Office, to delude the Unwary. Lam 
RN the brighteſt of Being und 
ar der the OMNTPOTENT, who conduct 
the Good to the Realms of unperiſh. 
<:able Joy. She is SUPERSTITIONS who 
leads them aſtray into the Path of Er- 
*iror. I rule in the Heart, She in Action; 
*<:andthere is not even one of her De- 
<:pendants:fo infatuated, but would de- 
alare, if they durſt, againſt her impious 
* Reign. She has been attended long by 
cc Matron called Cs ro, the Fallacy 
<:of:whoſe venerable Countenance entices 
Mankind into his Miſtreſs's Train, 
ic and then Ori x ion guards che Entrance 
ec againſt their Eſcape. Let her delude 
«thoſe miſtaken Wretches for a while 
7643 * with 
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4c with her antick Shows, whilſt I lead 
© you to behold the Court of unalterable 
% Delight.“ As ſoon as ſnhe had done 
ſpeaking; there appeared a glorious Light 
that extended to: the uttermoſt Parts: of 
the Earth, and filled our Boſoms with 
the moſt Heavenly Senſation. At a diſ- 
tance Myriads of | celeſtial. Inhabitants 
came flying down, and ſhowered innu- 
merable Bleſſings upon us, as we ſtood 
looking up at them. They ſeemed con 
tinually paſſing to and from that eternal 
Source of Light. Whilſt we were ad- 
miring this ſtupendous Scene, one of thoſe 
divine Meſſengers, who had been to com- 
fort our miſtaken Brethren, involved in 
numberleſs Calamities by their deceitſul 
Guide, aſcended from them up to the 
Throne of the Mosr Hier; ſhe Was 
called on Earth RR EN TAN OR, and 
ſeemed beautiful even in Tears and 
Mourning. Not long after, another 
deſcended, cloathed in ætherial Mildneſs; 
the Smiles of Grace beamed from her 
Eyes, as if ſhe ſeemed delighted with be- 
ing charged with the firſt Office of Hea- 
_ rh Good 3* her Name was For- 
GIVENESS. 
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StyßNESs. Mercy went before her 
Preſence, and Tꝝxu rn guided her Flight. 
She had in her Hands the Balm of Com- 
fort, and the more ſhe beſtowed, the 
more her Store increaſed.” On a ſudden 
the Clouds that had hitherto obſcured the 
reſt of our Species, were diſpelled, and 
the Majeſty of the Sup REMA ſhone upon 
them; at whoſe Appearance, the Sorce- 
reſi that had miſled them, retired again 
to the native Realms of infernal Darlgie(s, 
and was ſeen no more. Aves wire Mil 
going to offer up Thankſgivings for our 
Deliverance, I was awakened by the pub- 
lick Rejoicings for the News of the Sue 
ceſs of our * Arms. Which Accident, 
and my preceding Dream, afforded me 
ſufficient Matter for Reflection all the Day 
"nes on the ſuperintending Goodneſs of 
Providence, which conſtantly does the 
beſt for Mankind, dedueing Good and Hap- 
6 pineſe even out-of Evil and- Calamities. — 
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my Indignation than to hear the Name 


mon Uſe of which has made it ſo cheap, 
that it is at length become a wornout 


World. alike at the Exchange, or Ne- 
nartet, the Court or the Bear-garden. 
Men of different Ages, Rank, and Ineli- 
nations, indiſcriminately herd together ; 


and the Acquaintance of Debauchery and 


Folly uſutps the Title of Friendſhip. 
| 12 What has given me the moſt Concern 
to obſerve, even among the Virtuous, 
A Want. of Judgment in this Point, which 
f has 


8 8, Ae Wil ee 


fthuſiaſt in regard to that ſacrell 
P aſſion F riendſhip, nothing ſooner raiſes 


proſtituted upon every trifling Occafioh 3 
ta the meaneſt and baſeſt Ends; the com- 


Nate to carry on the Commerce of the 
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—— Manas) with the fol- 


with its gentle Murmurs, H. 
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lowing Story. i Nav OW „nnz 
Thou haſt — m Sens. lays. he. 


of the great Affection Lizards have far: 
nr ee. the Kaliph af 


a neigbbouring. Foreſts being fatigued. 


with the Toil of the Chace, and ſeparated 


from his Company, laid himſelf down to: 


{legp on the green Bank of a Rixulet, 


Which ſeemed to invite bumsen daran 
cloſed his Eyes before one of theſe — 
ly Animals awakened him by ſoftly touchs., 
ing himwith his Tail; but how great 
was his Surprize, when he beheld not 


many Yards; oft, a darge Serpent rolling 
toward him? He immediately roſe, took 


up his little Deliverer, and fled Thie 
„ {x Aöceident 


» * 


Hand, and cheriſhed it in his Boſom. 
1 not done ſo long, bnfore” his 


and ford, detinms pale and fickly; his- 
Byes grew dim, his Appetite was loſt, 
and all the Symptoms of an obſtinate Dif- 
order appeared upon him. The Phy- 
cians, who were immediately called in to 
bis Aſſiſtance, employed all their Art in 
vain, the Diſtemper 'increaſed, and the 
Angel of Death ſeemed at hand to ſum- 
a Stranger, at that time in Bagdat, hear 
permitted to make an Experiment. The 
Propoſal was at firſt rejected, and the 
Author looked upon as one of thoſe tra- 
velling Empiricks that infeſt all great Ci- 
ties: But the Stranger nevertheleſs per- 
fiſting ftrongly in his Requeſt, and offer=" 
ing to anſwer, with his Life, for the Suc-- 
cels of his Attempt, the Kindred of Abai- 
run ſuffered him to undertake it. - 
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 Phial from his Pocket, gave the Patient 
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_ Kidliph; chan he declared that the Cauſt 


of the Malady was 4 Lizard, whoſe v. 
nomous Bteath had infected the whole 
Maſs of bis Blood; and taking a/ſmatth 


4 few Props mixed with Water to drink. 
AuAIRAN, as ſoon as he had taken this 
admirable Medicine, found himſelf much 
eaſier, the Delirium left him, his Colour 
returned, and the Heat of Youth glowed 
again in his Veins. Let it ſuffice *thae 
che Kaliph, having told the Stranger how 


- he came by the Lizard, and the Reaſon 


of his keeping it, intreated him to make 
the Palace of Bagdat his Home; adding. 


Mkt ſince he had reſtored him to Life, he 


boped to receive from him the Power of 
enjoying it too, by having that Opportu- 
nity: to ſhew- his Gratitude, the greateſt 


Pleaſure of which human Breaſts are ſuſ- 


ceptible. To which AT hHRAMAN mo- 
deftly replietl, My Lord, the Pleaſtire 
of doing good is in itſelf a ſufficient Re. 
ward; for the Benevolent have as much 
Satisfaction in beſtowing, as the Indipetit 
in receiving. If thou haſt ſound auy Be- 


wett hom my Wr all 'Fafk asia 


"I Reward 


thy, S and cetufn te that Solitudg 
whete I, gonxerſed with Wiſdom, and 
With Truth. Theu art ,a Prince, it ig 
dne, indusd wich all ſocial Virtuss a thy 
Reign is a Bleſſing to thy Seryants, and 
the Admiration of thy Neighbours ; hut 
thy Friendſhip is as much to be ayoided 
by me, as courted by the reſt of Mank 


Pardon, my Lord, the Freedom of thy 


Servant's Mind, the only Empire a Phi- 
loſopher ſhould covet. Friendſhip . is 
founded upon an Equality of Conditions. 


and, a Similitude of Deſires; and even 


Virtue, tho always neceſſary to cement 
it, is ineffectual, if this Baſis be wanting. 
Conſider then what a vaſt Diſtance chere 
is between thee and me ; conſider the In- 
conveniencies that muſt accrue, to both 
from ſuch. a; Conjunction. Thou haſt 
been.cducated in a Palace, I in a Cell; 
the Welfare of Thouſands depends upon 
thy Care; and Vigilance as a Governor; 


my, Satisfaction conſiſts alone in Retire- 
ment and Contemplation. Should we 


live together, thou wouldſt on one hand 
nn by attending to my Specula- 
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tions, and I on — mould be divert- 


ed my M - Ay fon B neſs 
Yea 2 . Ws 
us therefore be aſunder, that each — 
petforrh, ds he fought; the Part whith 
Providence has aſſigned him to act, and 
not prove a reciprocal Poĩſoh to ener 
other's Mind, as thou and the Lizard have 
deen to each other's BO. 
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bus f 03. ift bacgitis eat S ,,j, 
ere nur ten ety Ire; wo r rin. 
mart b1gsi,l og} hog uot 2s bole e 
F all the Pleaſures that endeer Eu- 
man Life, there are none more 
worthy the Attention of a rational rea- 
ture, than thoſe. which flow from the 
mutual Return of Conjugal Love z;; 
great Poet Miz Tow, after he hasdeferls 
bed the.nuptial Bower of Ap A and 
Evz. ig Parodi," this, * upon that 


bliſsful. State: nemiurt” of ty n 45 
Had ended Love eee | 
Of Human Offspring; fole;Propriety.: > 10 
40 * 9 of all Things common elſe. _.. 
thee, Aduttrous 1 Luſt EE from 

* er thb beſtial He K takes! 3 by thee © 

. (Founded in Reaſon, Jai juſt, e 
* — and all tlie Charities "719 10 
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f ountain as domeſtic Bliſs — „ 
Rete Love bis Golden Shafts employs; here "4 
* His Lang, and waves his i ad” A 
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In this Scene the lb ſer Palos Ef Vourt 
are extfolidated*iito'a ſetpied Affoghion; 
75 — Tawful Object of Love thites eve 
E in. itlelf; 85 makes even theſe 
2855 har c painful be . 
come gs " "When two Minds art 
thing Eng ged by che Ties ef Vaproet 
Sincerity, each alternately receives and 
CO mAUNGAAS 1 TAB Har is Tiſcork 
eclegpfe tc Arb coc this WE inhis 
Srdaktong om Rehe Lau ALAN 
Shah 8 oli e för d Ahotffar | 
Wine n u kat l. 


Werft fendt, A n pürrieipäteg 
PRE Thar heigktehe Fty and 
Foy jel” his 4 fall Cp fetion of 
the Bleſſings of Humanity iP Re- 


"fon.and Socicty: are; the Chaabterifiicks 
Which diſtingniſn us Sec 
an e 


Lot 


maſt, raiſe i in ys; Happineſs abpye 
of our Species: M is bare des da f. 


bier Paten uf WHIth'y | ar Je 
"18 ſuſcep! ible 6 in together, virtuous LH. 
Aud F riendchip; th the one 1 : fapplyin it 
"ith ; a "conftnt Raprine, and the other 
l N regulating 
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 edguliting/it.by the Rufes of Reaſon, | 
ate ye be; underſtodd to be iſpeakit 

hers of thoſe. ad diſptape 
tionzble: Matches, chat are daily made 
upon worlfly Views, Where Intereſt qr 
Lut are the only Motives; I mean whit 
Lach. only enjoy the Bleffing, who ale 
conducted by Hymen through bis e 
Realms: of Innocence and Sincerity? 

a dentleman who ig very happy in a bean- 
Hiful Frirnd, as 4 See i Engi Poet 
calls a Wife, and is à Kind of an En Hf 
&aſt. for che Married State, told me eite 


were famous for their utaltorable®Ood- 
ſtancy and Affection. There Ryed '4t 
Genen à young Nobleman named M- 
-K1N1, Who had 2 large Eſtate in the 
Iſland of Corſica, whither he en 
bye or ſix Vears to regulate hid Affalrs. 
e Fee wtt was 0 
ref, eee. Saale, called Mo- 


- Noting in Kah, un Preger hy fortune 
0 As their Marriage Was fohnd- 
{ upon a mutual ſteem their Paſſion 
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increaſed! inſtead of diminiſhiug by Eu- 
orm eint; tilt they became an Rxample of 
MNöajugab Duty to alt h,. hein. 
*!They had lived many cars i; thieuminter- 
rupted State of Felicity; 
as obliged to make a Voyage into Cor 
Ke, which was then diſturbed by a rebel 


ns Inſurrection, in order tb ſccure is 


Patrimony, by encouragingthis Dæpend- 
ents to ſtand ſirm in Defence. of their 
Country. But the greateſt Afflicgion, 

(Monianas, who being then very big with 
child, was incapacitated to go with him 
„nua. When the fatal Time of- 
-utmoſt. Grief, and the warmeſt Prayers 
40 Heaven for one another's Safety. As 
Avon as this afflicting Scene as over, MA- 
--RIN1 embarked, - and havingafairWiny, 

arrived ſafe at Baſie in a few Hoare. 

The Succeſs of the Rebels 


being. ſtoppey, 
andthe Affairs of the Iſland alittle ſettled 


»8aing our Lover began to prepare for His 


Return to Uenoa; but as he was Walk 
ang one Day by:the Harbour weft the 


began | | Ships 


B'S; Sr l, cans. 


- Ships). of Runthen lay, bei hend tuo 
Sai were: ꝗᷓuſti arrivdd;; pikingoef. 
thai Death of al Geiiae/eNobleinan's Wiſe 
then gahſent from ther Republic. (This 
_ 1eaſualCincuinſtance greatly alarinedihim, 
aud excited-his\Corioſity 40 liſten farther 
tu their Conuerfation, when afterva little 
Hanſa, he heard one of them mention ae 
_ - Name of his dear Mon RU at theſe 
- Words his Sutprize and Aſſliction was 
ſdi great that he had not Power to follow 
the Mariners to ſatisfy his Doubt, but 
inſtantly fooned away, and when he 
reegyered. found; himſelf ſurrounded by 
his own Servants lamenting over him. 
 Adqthe ſame Time that this happened to 
Manu, ſomething of the ſame Nature 
eauelly diſtreſſed Momsstza; fot amim- 
perfect Account came to Genoa, by the 
_ Cappain.of Hanetian Veſſal, that a Gen- 
tlamag named MAIN Nhad been ſurpri- 
#edncar-Bg/ia. by a temaining Partyzof 
Rahe. and that he and all his Attend- 
Bants were killed by them. Tbeſe to 
MAeedunts involved our unfortunate Pair 
in che greateſt Diſtreſs: They ammedi- 
Mely, took Shipping in order to be con- 
2qUuIC | vinced 
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 vitieed of What thy (10h drended to 
ktiow ; the one for Dots th fot 
Gb. hey were both Adder 
violent Stortn' aroſe, Which drove their 
; Valtcls upbn a'littſe: Iſland in the Men: 
terruncdn. Ma Kei ts Ship ! landed firſtʒ 
where; whillt the'reft of the 'Crew wete 
refteſhihg theinſelves, the inconſoleable 
Widbwer,' as he thought himſelf, wan- 
dered with' one Servant only, into a little 
Wood that Was near the Sea-ſhore' to 
give a "'Losfe to his immoderate Grief. 
Soon after the Genogſe Ship landed too, 
and the ſame Motive led Mon rM14 with 
one of her | Maids to the Wood where 
her Huſband was, lamenting his unfor- 
tunate Condition. "They had not been 
there long before they heard each other's 
Complaint, and drew nearer mutually to 
ſes if there was any Wreteh living equal- 
1y miſerable with themſelves. But how 
gteat was the Aſtomfhment of both, 
when they met in a little Path, and'faw 
each other! the imſhöderate Joy was 
| ch, and the Tranſition ffom one Ex- 
em to che other ſo ioſtantanebus, that 
al aun Power they had was to fall into 
each 


. 
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each other's Arms, where they expired 
in a few Minutes after. Their Bodies. 
terred with all' the Solemnity and Mag- 
nificence due to theit. ee 0 * 
nent Virturs. S ll e 
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5 iy U. Sages and Fos art wants? 
0 mous in their Admiration of Soli 
tude, hüt each from diffetent Motives! 
Fo the one it affords Scope to Colitems 
plation, to the other Shelter from "Cots" 
retapt. The Contented enjoy it, the Bf 
contented ſeek it. The Guilty need it, 
- the Tunocent love it, To fee the Shalles! 
-of Retirement in order to admire more 
ab leiſure the Works of the Creation e 
grow thereby as it were Maalher wine 
—— of Gop, ts hürmontze the 
Mind to Moral Beauty, by NET 
contemplating upon Natura, and d ans 
te in ſome meaſure che Bliſs of Hes 
ven pon Earth 5 35/2 Reſolution werk: 
a Being: 2; wheſe Su is an Emanatidn ef 
ep that 
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that eternal Source of Life and Light 
that created all Things. But I'm afraid 
the general A Won the the the Live of o- 
litude proceeds from different Cauſes ; 
and that the Abede of e truly G 
and Great, is too often made an Aſylum 
for” | Pafillanimiry, Avarice,. and W-na-. 
. e 
worldly Views ? immediatel 
Hither, as the propereſt Place to — 
the Poofnefs. of Mind, too little and 
to j bear up againſt Misfortunes. IS 
Thirſt of Gold the predominant Paſſion? 
Where can the Wretch find a more ads 
vantageous Situation, in which he could 
work his Mole-hills? Is the Mind dif- 
rempered and diſſonant to Soelety h Tie 
here the Rebel torhis Maker-chooſes $9: 
_ growlat Heaven, and gratify the repiojng, 
Anguiſh: of his-envious: Son, to -behgld. 
its banignant New cheriſhing the Rath. 
Lan t: ſey, whether I read the lie Na- 
dem Eflay-xriters upon this SubjeQ 
od more: Anger or Contempt a on 
wayld imagine, fromthe Swarm of gelle, 
rica} Seribblers, who. blunder about whas. 
theyrhave.- no Conception. of, that the. 

18s only 
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. only Defence; of Liberty, and Happineſe 
of Life, confiſted in that unnatufal gepp- 
ratian ſtom the reſt of our Species. 1 
any thing more plain e der Grim des: 
| $gned Men ſhould ups gogorher l. For 
what Inconveniencies attend the olitary 
State of uncivilized Natqte? What nom 
berleſs Advantages acerue alone from 8c · 
ciety ? In /ftatu natural. (ſays Purrzx- 
DOR 7). gurfque- propriis tentum virihus 
protegitur ; in ciuitate a 7h ib frues 
tus ab induſtria ſue. nemini certus bie om. 
wibus': ibi imperium Aſfactuum:  bellums 
metus, paupertas, Jedites, ſobtude, barba» 
ries, ignorant ia, feritas; | heic imperium 
rationis, pax, ſecuritat, dvitia, ornatus, 
facietas, , elegantia, ſeientia, benevolgntia, 
To. the former Condition every, Man, 
whoſe Moroſeneſs, or want of ſocial Vir- 
tues ſecludes him from Society, is in a 
manner reduced: to the latter Emolu 
ments the Good are admitted by Nature: 
The great Honours that were paid to the 
firſt Legiſlators, even ſornetimes Deified- 
tion itſelf, evince how After age were 
fen6ble of the Utility of Civil Compacts; 
Nay even 19 W of the fabulous 
Accounts 


p77 ; 
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of Antiquity, we pay a julk View 
neration ta the Memories of APR OU. 
OnrRRus, and the reſt, who brought 
Mortal from the Caves and Dens of 
HIRE: .cohabit in Cities, and 
enioy the Bleſſings of mutual Aid and 
Obligations. And yet with 
. Enthuſiaſm do ſome Retro- 
gades in Perfection call out upon Soli- 
tude. What Encomiums don't they bes 
ſtow upon original : 3. and what 
Invedives, do, they not caſt indirectly 
againſt cha polite Arts of Life! How oy 
do they cry out, in a rapturous A0 
tom of Ig uorance, and extol thoſe golden 
Dies, avhen.as vet 
"Nital--ortales bieter fin rere ene N 

** N 8 „ n Few 
" Should, wwe come to examine mor 5 
vearly, into the true Sentiments of theſe 
iſh Preceptors, we ſhould find, that 
their Renevolence. and Knowledge; is much 
leſs chan even the narrow and ſordid 
Terms of their Doctrine will exproſs';; for 
Men who deteſt the World, are generally 
_ thoſe hat are juſtly, deteſted by it, and 

an find no Satisfaction after their Diſ⸗ 
pointment, but from that Pelican - bred 
Pleaſure 


I | 


«8 8 S AT wt 
Pieaſure ich a forced Retiltation 6 O 
wipe.” Tis from Hefet e Hear d ma- 
fy Mürmürs agalnfſt dreſent Times; de 

m Hence Retitement becomes che Dem 
of Mifery, which ought to be the Tem 
ple of Repoſe. Thus much hab been 
Rid of the Abuſe of Solitude; and FU 
what” Motives the iiutturd Affection 
for an ill-placed Love of it proceeds! 
Let us how examine the other Side of the 
Queſtion, and confiderwh is Utility 
may truly conſiſt, and who are the pro- 
peteſt to enjoy it. That Solitude in- 
trinfically in itſelf is neither good nor 


evil, but takes its Quality from the Dif- 


poſition of its Votaries, would be | 
leſs: to prove. The Sage, who retives, 
not in a capricious Humour to detach 
himſelf from the World, but to contem- 
plate for the Uſe of his Fellow-creas 
tures; and the Moraliſt, who diveſts 
himſelf a-while of the common Cates of 
Life, to view his own Heart ahſtract · 


wlly, that he may be better qualified ts 


act relatively afterwards, are the only 
Perſons to whom the Shades of Retire- 


ment afford Pleafure or Toftrution'; to 


tbeſe 
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the F niet n g 2 
— — Sbapes — 
haugting them. When che Philowphes 
enters: this diving. Region, his Soul, as if 
ite had: paſſed a Tranſmigration, glows 
with. a news born, Vigour, or rather afe 
mes the State deſcribed. by PL Aro in 

it leaves the Body. 
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Trait of, IntelleQual Attendants. Ber 
bgld:ﬆs. .comes,.. awfully;moving; tot his 


pauſing, Eye See! ee 
ber Train gf, ſelſiſh Viess recede 
om her Freſenoe! VIE Ur precedgs 
bere(BEAVPY: and. TRR attend gn 

ch.Side,. and, the laurelled Siſterhgad 
ehm and Sig Rog immediately fol” 
Pu on ber Hand ſhe. bears the faith 
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her View Examples of whateveves With 
dom, Valour, nd ane infpicnd; 
Here he reads the Inſti 7 


there the Patriotiſm of Con ride, and 
there the glorious Death of Soo AT EEA 
whilſt Honour excites a Divine Emula- 
tion to imitate ſuch Godlike Examples. 
| Theſe are the Comforts that Retirement 
affords the Good, and the Good alone 
For Deſpair and Horror whiſper in eve- 
ry Breeze to the Wicked, and even Si- 
tence itſelf becomes an ever-tormenting 
Companion. I ſhall conclude this Eſſay 
with a ſmall Deſeription of an ancient 
Egyptian Hieroglyphic on this Subject. 
There was the Picture of a Mirror upon 
the Walls ofa Temple at Mzmenis, in 
which ſeveral beautiful, and ſeveral de- 
formed Figures were viewing themſelves, 
which was called the Mirror of Soli- 
tude. The former ſeemed juſtly con- 
tented with their Appearances, but the 
PRE bad no ſooner beheld their own 
eſcmblance, than their Cutioſity Was 
inſtantly changed into the moſt violent 
Hiszult te to the faithful Inſtrument that 
a 
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had given them What they ever would 
Pere ewe cer i a true Knows 
ledge & chemſelves. 2 2h01 Id eo 
bas ,cULITRUD lo qmiyonts 1 +55 01908 
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Am inclined | to think, PH, 

. fortunes, as they are termed, of ife, 
are not ſo often owing to the Want of 
Cate, as the having too much, and, being 
oyer-ſclicitous to acquire, what Nature, 
the great Subſtitute of Heaven, wauld 
effect for us, if we would be contented 
to follow her Dictates. The Brutes, led 
on by that inward bonne we call, I- 
Ainet, never err in their Purſuit after 
hat is good for them; but Man, en- 
lightened by Reaſon, that — 9 
Mark of Providence which diſtinguiſhes 

him from the reſt of Beings, obſtinately 
refuſes to be conducted to Happineſs, and 
travels towards Miſery with Labour and 
Fatigue. It would be abſurd to ſay a ra- 
tional Creature would voluntarily chuſe 
Miſery, but we too frequently do it 
blindly.» Every thing, as the Philophi- 
55 eee obſerves, is Fancy; but as 
g: that 
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that Fancy is in our own Power to go- 
vern, we are juſtly puniſhed if we ſuffer 
it to Walder at will, or induſtribuſiy ſet 
it to work to deceive us into Uneaſineſs. 
The moſt ure and ſpeedy Way. to detect 
any mental Impoſture 1 is by Soliloquy or 
Self-examinatian, f in the Way laid down 
KA ur great Reſtorer of ancient Leart- 

8. If our Fancy ſtands the Teſt of this 
Mitror, which repreſents all Objects in 
their true Colours, tis genuine, and may 
be accepted by the Mind with Safety; 
but if it-recedes from the Trial, ot.chan- 
in the Attempt, "tis ſpurious, and 
weht' to be tejected. This will inform 
us that the great Miſtake of Mankind in 
the Nabe of after Happiness, is caſting 
their Looks at a diſtance for Lands of 
"Paradiſe, whilſt the Proſpect, ſo much 
ſought after, blooms unbeheld around 
mem. 109 26072 191 909 f 
Lage Idaho, ” 1 there ned a 
young Man of a noble Family and great 
Fortune named AchmE T, who from His 
Infaney ſhewed the earlieſt Signs of a 
reſtleſs and turbulent Spirit and tho by 
Nature endowed with an Underſtanding 
ſupetior to any of his Age, was led away 

i609 | with 
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withvevery Guft'of Paſſion to-pretipitate 
. After 
Raving u little the Misfor! 
tutles that accrue from ſuch a Diſpoſitidn, 
be became ſomewhat more diffident o 
his dn Abilities, and determined to take 
me Advice ef 'thoſe whe had beef? moſt 
converfint with Human Natüfe, ow to 
pibeted for- the” Faure!" Tres gel 
not far foi the City; in 4 little Celt 4. 
mong a Ridge 6f Mountains” A bid 
cone who many Years before Had Tei 
tited from the World to that Place, th 
ſpend the reſt of his Days in Player and 
Contemplation. This good Man Pechifle 
0 fainus chro the Country'for e Wi. 
dom and exemplary Life, thät if An) 
bne had any Uneaſineſs of Mind, he 
mediately went to AzuDan (for Foy 
nds" called) and never failed of rebeiv- 
Ang Conſolation, in the deepeſt AMic- 
tion, from his prudent coal 23 which 
made the Superſtitious imagine, that 
there was a Charm in wh Sound 'of his 
Words to drive away Deſpair; and aff her 
gloomy: Attendants. Hither Acht re- 
* and as hs. Was entering a Grove, 


en 


near | 


IN A N 


gag 


near the. Sage's Habitation, mat ascuũ = 


iag 10 bis Wiſhes the vencrable Rochaſe i 
P ut dhrmſelf before him, and 
with: Signovf theutmaſt Aoguiſh. . Bes 
hold, ſaid he, O divine Aud A. Pas 
arne izs e dus, mighty Prophet, who 
reſenihleſt ALT RHA by diſtributing dhe 
* Balm of Comfort to tlie Diſtreſſed, be- 
„, hold. the;moſt miſerable of Morals.” 
He was gaing on, when the old Man, 
deeply affected witch his. . Lamentations; 
interrupted. him, and taking him by 
che Hand, 5 Riſe, my on, ſaid. he, let 
me know the Cauſe of thy Misfor- 
e tunes; and whatever is in my Power 
r ſhall be done to reſtore thee to Tran» 
4 quillity.“ “ Alas replied AcuMEr, 
ho can I be reſtored to that which I 
«, never yet poſſeſſed! for know. thou 
« enlightened Guide of che Faithful, I 
% never have ſpent an eaſy Moment thar 
« I''car / remember, ſince Reaſon firſt 
« dawned upon my Mind, -Hithertos 

« even from my Cradle, a chouſand Fan- 
« cies have attended me througlt Life. 
« and. are continually, under the falſe 
2 e f Happineſs, deceiving 


48 me 
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; «5oying” the wok nediſtatved Repoke 


* thy Prayers have been ſo often carried 


AS 


Vo £Y 


Tell me then, I conjure” 
holy Temple of Mæcen — 


to Mabomet by the Miniſters of Pa- 

1 radife, by what Method I may arrive, 
tif not at the Sacred Tranquility thou 

e enjoyeſt, yet at tho Harbour of ſuch 


earthly Peace as the holy Koratthas 


«promiſed to all thoſe that obey its ee- 
leſtial Precepts; for ſure the Damned, 
* who remove alternately from the! dif- 
te fererit Extremes of chilling Froſts and 
« ſcorching Flames, cannot ſuffer great- 
ter Torments than I undergo at pre- 


ſent.” ABU pA perceiving” that a dif- 
_ F contented Mind was the Source alone 
ef the young Man's Troubles, “Be 
F comforted, my Son, ſald be, for a Time 
ſhall. come, by the Will, of Heaven, 
et when thou ſhalt receive the-Reward of 
„ true Believer, and be freed from all 


e thy Misfortunes; but thou muſt ſtill 
45 undergo many more, before thou can't 


be numbered with. the truly Happy: 
0 \Fhoy i 1 Wes! . Happi- 


: net 


bi "ms w VA my 
4 dwells; + Look round the World, 
1 N any. different Scenes 
ehe has teken up ber Reſidence; fome- 
times, though very rarely, in a Palace, 
often in a Cottage; the Philoſopher's 
Cave of Retirement, and the. Soldier's 
<« Tent amid the Noiſe and Dangers of 
War, are by turns her Habitation; 
the rich Man may ſee her in his Trea- 
% ſure,. or the Beggar in his Wallet. In 
** all theſe Stations ſhe is to be found. 
but in none altogether. Go then, and 
et ſeek thy Fortune among the various 
N Scenes of the World, and if thou 
« ſhould'ſt prove unſucceſsful in this 
2 Expedition, return to me 
„when ſeven Vears are expited, when 
« the Paſſions of Youth begin to ſubſide, 
<« and I will inftru& thee by à religious 
Emblem, Which our great. Prophet 
«« ſhewed me in a Dream, how to obtain 
« the End of all thy Wiſhes.” Acu- 
ME. not underſtanding ABUDAR' s 
Meaning, left him as diſcontented as le 
came, and returned to paban with a full 
Reſolution of gratifying every Inclination 
of Pleaſuce or Ambition, imagining one 
of. thoſe muſt be the Road to Felicity. 
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Accordingly Ne gave up bis fleſt bars 
entirely 0 thoſe Enjeyments whichiener- 
vite both Mind and Body; but finding 
ar length no teal Satisfaction an the Pbf- 
ſeffion of theſe; but rather Piſeaſes and 
Dilappeintments; he changed bis Courſt 
of Life, and followed the Dictates of 
Avirice; that was continually offering th 
His Eyes extetnal Happineſs ſeated on'a 
rss of Gold. His Endeavours ſues 
ceeded, and by the Affiſtdhee of Fortune 
he becatne the richeſt Subject of the Euſt. 
Still ſomething was wanting. Power 
and Honour preſented themſelves to his 
View; and wholly engaged his Attention, 
Theſe Defites' did not remain long unſa- 
tis ed, for by the Favour of the Sopby he 
was advanced to the higheſt Dignities bf 
the Perſian Empire. But alas! he Was 
till never the nearer to the primary Ob- 
je& of his moſt ardent Wiſhes!” Fears, 
Doubts, and a thoufand different Anxie- 
ties that attend the Great, perpetually 
hainted him, and made him ſeek again 
me calm Retirement of à rural Eife. 
Nor was the latter productive 6f any 


d Comſort than the former Stations, 
10 Fi. 7 1d 19 00 To i own Hit: In 


Nom 
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In hort deintz diſappain ted r 
Hapgineſio aeg Sanne be ſought 
of hin, Fats, rand lim the Fromiſa ha 
had received before the Beginning gßhis 
Adventures. ABUDAH ſeeing his Di 
eiple return again after the ſtated, Time, 
ſtill diſcontented, took him by the Hand; 
and ſmiling upon him with an Air of 
gentle Reproof, Acuuzr, ſaid he, 
0 ceaſe to blame the Fates for the Un- 
i eaſineſs which ariſes alone from thy 
ton Breaſt; behold, ſince thou haſt 
” performed the Taſk I enjoined in order 
to make thee more capable of follow+ 
ing my future Inſtructions, I will un- 
** fold to thee the grand Myſtery of Wiſs 
dom, by which the leads her Votaries 
to Happineſs. See (ſaid he, pointing 
„ to a River in which ſeveral young 
Swans were eageriy ſwimming. after. 
«© their own Shadows in the Stream) 
£* thoſe filly Birds imitate Mankind; they 
are in Purſuit of that which their 
on Motion puts to flight; behold 
others that have tired themſelves with 
their unneceſſary Labour, and ſitting 

x Kill, are in Poſſeſſion of what their ut- 


ce moſt 
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[adiaroas: irate: have 
* accompliſhed... bi Thus, my Son, Hap- 
is of Contentment, 
and . or moves for ever with it's 


